Fishing for Alternatives
3 documentaries about the transformation of ocean fisheries
What if you woke up one morning to read in the newspaper that you would no longer be able to eat any kind of seafood because there simply wasn't any left in the world? 

Sound shocking? The way things are going, that scenario is rapidly becoming a possibility, at least for an alarming number of species we all know and love. The ocean has always been humanity's largest source of protein, and for the first time in history this vital food supply is at risk.

Today, 15 of the world's 17 major ocean fisheries are either depleted altogether or severely over-exploited. Worldwide population projections are soaring at a rate of 100 million new souls per year, and nearly half of earth's population lives within 100 kilometers of a coastline. History  has shown that without favorable market forces to help enforce them, laws and treaties encouraging more precautionary approaches to fisheries management are largely ineffective.

The only way for the situation to change is for consumers to become aware of the issues at stake. Television is a proven medium for reaching large numbers of consumers, and the ideal way to educate people about such an issue. We are therefore creating a documentary series which will present the issues in a manner that will raise public awareness and will motivate viewers to start questioning the origins of the seafood products they buy. We expect that once consumers are aware of the circumstances, they will support the implementation of sustainable fishing practices.

Our series will consist of three programs. Part 1 will give an overview of the current state of the world's fisheries, and a glimpse at the most likely results of the current fisheries practices as they affect the North Atlantic swordfish industry. We will show how and why swordfish populations in this part of the world have declined by 70% since 1960, and the growing trend amongst restaurateurs to do their part to help this beleaguered marine species. This first installment will end with an examination of the live fish trade in the Indo-Pacific and California to investigate how sustainable fishing practices are viewed by those who are involved in the day-to-day market side of the industry.

The second segment of the series will focus on the shrimp industry. Both bottom trawling and aquaculture techniques will be addressed. Issues surrounding the use of Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) on shrimp trawls and the devastating amount of bycatch associated with this shrimping technique will be presented.  Next, we will present the problems of shrimp aquafarm practices in the mangrove forests of Thailand, Tanzania, and Ecuador. We will weigh the economic incentives of the local people and the need to preserve these delicate coastal ecosystems, and consider specific sustainable farming techniques which could be employed as an alternative.

Our last program will deal with the demise of the salmon industry in the Pacific Northwest. The many  effects of human encroachment upon salmon habitat and the ironically negative impacts of salmon farms will be treated in detail. Efforts to restore salmon populations will be investigated, and sustainability in this industry will be discussed.

If current trends continue, mankind's most significant source of food will vanish. We believe that when people are confronted with the issues surrounding the demise of marine wildlife and are presented with responsible, sustainable alternatives, they will choose to exercise their rights as consumers in the world's mass market economy. Informing people of their choices is the first step towards action.
