217 NW 2nd St.  #4

Corvallis, OR   97330

USA

12 September 1999

Sunday

Dear Godfrey,

Muli bwanji? Greetings from America. I received your letter some time ago but am just now responding. I apologize for the delay, but my life has been very busy.

The important thing at this time is that Ms. Gemmer and I have moved to another American state. This time we are in the state of Oregon, which is on the west coast of America, just north of California. As you know, we had been living in California up until this time. Oregon is very nice - the climate is cool and pleasant, and we have a lot of hills and mountains, and the Pacific Ocean is just nearby. We have moved here because I am starting classes at the university here in about a week. I am getting a master's degree in Geography from Oregon State University. The great thing is that I have gotten a scholarship which means that the government will pay my school fees. This really helps since university in America is very expensive, as you know. Ms. Gemmer will also go back to university, but not until next year sometime. She is doing well and sends her warm greetings to you.

How are things going in Malawi? I was very interested to hear that Mr. Makwinja had been transferred to a different school. Not only that, he was demoted to ordinary teacher status. Can you believe that? I think the when bad people do bad things, someday it will catch up with them, and it sounds like he is suffering. It just goes to show you that you should always try to be a good person and do the right thing. How is Mulanje Mission DEC? I heard that all the DECs are now day secondary schools. Has the school changed very much, or is it the same, only with a different name? 

I miss Malawi very much, especially Mulanje. Of all the places I went in Malawi, Mulanje was my favourite, with the mountain, the clouds, and the fresh fruits and vegetables. My favourite fruits were always pineapples and mangoes, both of which can be found in abundance in Mulanje. And the mountain - how beautiful! You are lucky to live so close to Mulanje mountain. I also miss my friends very much. You know, to be the only white man around was very difficult, but the friends I made while living there helped very much and made me feel welcome.

How is your family doing/ I am sorry to hear that your mother is no longer making paper. She is very talented at it, and should continue. However, I understand that money is sometimes a problem in Malawi. I am interested in buying some more of that paper from your mother. If I send some money, do you think you can send me a package of her paper? Her paper was the most beautiful in Malawi that I had seen.

I heard that Bakili Muluzi won the elections this year. That is not so surprising, is it? I often wonder about the future of Africa, especially Malawi. I think things in Malawi could be a lot better if there was a new leader there. Do you think Muluzi has done a good job? I am not so sure myself.

Well Godfrey, thank you again for writing back to me. I enjoy your letters very much. You are such a good student and a keen speaker of English. Be sure to keep up the good work. Be sure and write down my new address in America which is:

217 NW 2nd St.  # 4

Corvallis, OR   97330

USA

I hope to hear from you soon. Greetings from Ms. Gemmer and I to your family and friends. Also, good luck on the MSCE examination! Aren't you taking that soon?

All the best,

P.S. Let me know if I can get some more paper from your mother. Zikomo!
