217 NW 2nd St.  #4

Corvallis, OR 97330

USA

10 August 2000

Dear Timothy –

Muli bwanji achimwene?  How happy I was to receive your letter recently.  It arrived only last week.  I am glad that things are going well for you and that things are getting on in Malawi.

How has the school year been going?  I think by the time you get this letter, you must be getting ready for examinations.  I hope that your form 4 experience has been a good one, and I am sure that you will pass your exams with ‘flying colours’.  You know, you are one of the most intelligent students I have ever taught, and I have a lot of confidence in you!  Have you learned a lot from Ms. Malvezzi?  You know she and I correspond from time to time, and she tells me when any of my former students are misbehaving or being lazy, so I hope I never hear such news about you.

You mentioned in your recent letter about a previous letter you had sent me.  I am not sure I know exactly which letter you are talking about;  I think I have only gotten the one.  Did you send another long one earlier?  If so, it might have gotten lost in the mail.  I, too, sent you a long letter some time ago (in April of this year.) You should have received it long before you mailed me yours, which leads me to believe that maybe mine got lost in the mail too!  It’s very frustrating to depend on international mail service, but I think if we just keep trying to send each other letters, sooner or later a few will get through.

I often think about my friends in Malawi.  How are the other students doing, such as Elube Liwonde and  Sandikonda Mwikhuna?  And how about the teachers such as Mr. and Mrs. Namaondwe, and the ‘old firecracker’ himself, Mr. Chimpukuso?  The last news I heard from Ms. Malvezzi was that the teacher-in-charge was having some problems with his house (my old house, is it?) and may have left…. if that is the case, I am hoping that your school has a good leader these days.  Is Mr. Kamoto still there?  If so, is he still the deputy teacher-in-charge?  If I remember correctly, at this time of year it must be getting warmer after the very cold season.  I remember from my times in Malawi being very cold during the months of June and July, and even sometimes sleeping with my mbaula in my bedroom at night.  But then by the time September comes around, it is hot again.  How is Mulanje Mountain?  Is it still beautiful?  You must be eagerly awaiting the rainy season and the arrival of all the mangoes.  That was always my favorite time of year in Malawi.

Well, things here in the USA are going on just fine.  As you know, our seasons are different here, and we are in the summertime.  It has been very hot here, with little rain and a lot of sunshine.  Oregon can be very rainy in the winter months (October – May) but in the summer (June – September) it can be dry and hot.  The landscape is very pretty here in the summer, even more so than in the winter, because during these times one can travel into the mountains nearby and have good views of the surrounding countryside.  Ms. Gemmer and I have been into the Cascade mountains during the last few weekends and gone camping in the woods.  If you look in your school atlas, the Cascade Mountains are a north-south mountain range in the northwest region of our country.  It’s composed of volcanoes; in fact a few weekends ago, we climbed to the top of one that was over 3000 meters high, through the snow.  It was very beautiful and the views were great.  During this time, many of the farmers here are harvesting their crops.  Right now we are enjoying many different kinds of fruits, but not the kinds of fruits found in Malawi.  We have blueberries, blackberries, cherries, and apples.  There are vegetables too, but the fruits are only in season for a few weeks, and so they are special to eat.  I wish I could send you some of our fruits from Oregon!  But I think that by the time they reach Malawi, they would be a little flat.

Well, Timothy, I hope that everything in Malawi is going well and I also wish you all the best on your examinations.  Please greet your family and friends for me and take care of yourself.  All the best from myself and Ms. Gemmer!

Your good friend,

P.S.  How is the Malawi kwacha doing?  Are things still very expensive?  Please keep me up to date on all the things that are happening in the ‘Warm Heart of Africa’!  (
((((((((((((((((((
