Brazil

Dominates realm (pop, area, economy)

Country of extremes (Biggest, largest, most this/that)

Only Latin American country settled by the Portuguese.  Port. colony from 1500 to 1822
Population 167 million (about 1/2 of the continent’s total pop). Surpassed only by China, India, US, and Indonesia. 5th most populous nation.

Official Language: Portuguese.  Other European languages spoken in homes (German, Italian, English, French).  Also 100+ indigenous languages).  Largest Portuguese speaking nation.

Area: 3.3 million square miles (larger than the 48 conterminous states).  Occupies 50% of So. Am. Fifth largest country in the world (Russia, Canada, China, US, Brazil).  Amazon Basin accounts for almost 60% of the country (some say 45% with about 7% of pop, encarta).  5th largest country

Climate: Equatorial Rainforest (Amazon Basin) to the humid temperate climate of the far south.  Vegetation from rainforests, pine forests, savannahs, semi arid scrub  Amazon is the world’s largest intact rainforest

Politics: Federal Republic.  26 States and the federal district of Brasilia.  Similar size pattern as in the US (smaller states in the East and larger states in the west.   Largest state equals Amazonas (2x size of Texas  (Texas pop = 19 million) but less than 3 million people).   State of Rio de Janeiro is smallest state  (17000 sq miles with 15 million people: 882 persons per sq mile) and Sao Paulo 37 million people). 


US 77 persons per square mile, Oregon 33 per square mile)

Capital: Brasilia (since 1960).  Before that Rio de Janeiro (1763-1960)and before that Salvador (1549-1763).  Rio pop = 10.2, Sao Paulo = 22.7, Brasilia = 2 million (from de Blij).  Move was to support the movement from concentrating on the coast to the interior portion of the country.

Note that the states on the east coast are smaller than in the interior.  For same reason as US 
Physical Geography
Two important physical geographic features that dominate the landscape:

1.  Amazon Basin: world’s largest (in terms of volume and area) river (second longest river, Nile is first) and largest tropical rainforest.  Pop. sparse due to thick veg and hot/humid climate

River City of Manaus 

An ornate opera house built in 1896 graces Manaus (na NAUSS), capital city of Amazonas State in eastern Brazil-located along equator. The city lies on the left bank of the Rio Negro just above the Amazon River junction. Accessible by steamer, Manaus is an important shipping point for Amazon Basin products such as Brazil nuts, lumber, and rubber. The city was founded as Villa de Barra in 1669 and has preserved many of its colonial-era buildings, including a Jesuit cathedral. It was named Manaus in 1850. Nearly half of the population of Amazonas lives in and around Manaus, whose high temperatures and extreme humidity have not hindered growth.

2.  Brazilian Highlands: eroded plateau dotted with irregular mountains and crossed by river valleys

Narrow coastal plain from Ceara (near Natal) to border with Uruguay

History

1494 Treaty of Tordesillas, Spain and Portugal agreed on a line of demarcation in the so-called New World along the ~50 West Longitude meridian.

How did the Portuguese get to Brazil?

A Portuguese fleet, well off-course on a voyage around Africa, discovered the Brazilian coast in 1500, and resulted in sporadic trade with local Indians for “Brazilwood” (a south American tree that produced a much-desired red dye in early trade).

Northern Coast (Salvador): Settlement started in the 1530s.  Portuguese were afraid of French and Dutch incursions in the area.  Settlements along the coast developed together with sugar cane plantations.  Resulted in the import of African slave labor beginning in mid-16th century.

Colony became the world’s leading source of sugar.  Focused on northern part of Brazil

Movement inland by Portuguese looking for slave labor, missionaries, or explorers trying to find new mineral deposits.  Eventually found gold in 17th c. north and northwest of Sao Paulo (Minas Gerais state).  By mid-18th c, Brazil producing nearly 1/2 of the world’s gold. Gold finds led to more development in southern part near Sao Paulo and Rio.  Led to Southern Coast Development
Movement inland: Increasing competition from Caribbean for sugar led to development of cotton and ranching further inland.

Picture

The Casa de Miseri overlooks the harbor at Salvador, Brazil’s first capital. Founded in 1549, Salvador features elegant centuries-old colonial mansions and gilded churches. It is the center of African-Brazilian culture, where Portuguese-Catholic customs blended with those of West African slaves, who were brought over to work the sugar plantations. Much of what is typically thought of as Brazilian food, religion, dance, and music originated in this area.

Cultural Legacies
Similar patter to that of US and Canada.  Indigenous populations decimated following European invasion (no more than 275,000 Amerindians still remain in the Amazonian interior)

It is difficult to estimate the size of the Native American population at the time the Europeans arrived. There are no written records, and because of the scattered distribution of the tribes there is little substantive evidence remaining about their history. Recent calculations suggest that between 1 and 6 million Native Americans lived in Brazil prior to the arrival of the Portuguese in 1500. However, as a consequence of war, enslavement, and the introduction of European diseases, the indigenous population decreased rapidly. Estimates for 1819 suggest that the Native American population had fallen by two-thirds. In the 1990s Native Americans made up less than 1 percent of the population, living in isolated groups in remote regions of the rain forest.

Blacks: 8.5 million. Blacks least advantaged.  Largest black population in So. America. Lost of interracial marriages so ethnic distinctions between European and Black becoming meaningless.

Mixed European, African and Amerindian 67 million

Other:  91 million (~55%) Mainly European: Portugal, Italy, Germany, E. Europe.  Syria and Lebanon.  Since 1908 growth in Japanese population.  Now 1.3 million.  Largest community of ethnic Japanese outside Japan.  Have done well economically (concentrated in Sao Paulo)

1850 other European migrants started to come to Brazil

PRIVATE
Bororo of Southern Brazil (SE of Amazonas)

The Bororo live near the headwaters of the Río Paraguay in the Brazilian state of Mato Grosso. In this region of thick forests and tall grasses, they live closely with the natural environment. Neighboring peoples include the Southern Kayapo to the south, the Kayabi to the northwest, and the Bakairi to the northeast. 

Kayapo of Northeastern Brazil  (two on right side)

The Kayapo are among the more than 70 different peoples who have lived continuously along the Amazon River for at least 20,000 years. They and neighboring peoples such as the Yuruna, the Tapajo, and the Kawahiwa share cultures that are similar to their more distant neighbors—the Arawak, the Potiguara, and the Tarum peoples of the rain forest.

PRIVATE
Voodoo Honors for a Sea Goddess 

The voodoo celebration of Candomblé Festa de Iemanjá honors the sea goddess Iemanjá. Held on New Year’s Eve in Rio de Janeiro, it is one of the main festivals of the Candomblé cult, a branch of voodoo that originated with West African slaves. Celebrants proceed to Copacabana to throw flowers, jewelry, perfume, and fruit into the sea for luck. 

Despite different ethnicities, developing strong national culture

National Culture:  adherence to Catholic faith (world’s largest Roman Catholic country), use of modified version of the Portuguese language, vivid colors, distinct music, growing national consciousness and pride.  NATION-STATE does not require homogenous ethnic background.  There are also indigenous religious as well as some that have blended Roman Catholic with traditional African religions 

Carnival (Combines Pagan and Christian religions)
The festival of Carnival, with its spectacular street parades and vibrant music, has become one of the most potent images of Brazil. Its roots lie in the European Mardi Gras, a lively festival, which precedes the fasting and prayers of the Roman Catholic holy season of Lent. Carnival begins on the Friday before Ash Wednesday and lasts for five days. In Brazil it seems to have first occurred in Bahia in the mid-17th century and in Rio de Janeiro in the 1850s, where it was associated with street parades and elegant private balls.
Carnival did not take on its present spectacular form in Rio until the 1930s, when the dance known as the samba emerged in the favelas (shantytowns) of the city. Samba "schools" based in the favelas compete to create the most spectacular groups of extravagantly costumed dancers and original samba songs. In Rio they now parade through the sambadrome (a street stadium) before vast crowds of Brazilians and foreign tourists. The more traditional street parties and balls also continue. Carnival is celebrated throughout Brazil, but the most spectacular celebrations outside Rio take place in Salvador, Recife, and Olinda, although the nature of the events varies.

PRIVATE
Carnival in Brazil 

Carnival, the world-famous uninhibited Brazilian festival, runs for the four days and nights before Ash Wednesday, which marks the start of the Lenten season. This South American-flavored combination of pagan and Christian festivals features costume balls, extravagant parties, exhibitions, and intense samba dance competitions.

Population Patterns: 5th largest pop in world, ½ continent population

80% of pop lives within 220 miles of the coast
SE contains 11% of land, but 43% of population.  Many Europeans settled there so more of a European flavor than other parts of the country.  

Until 1960s predominantly rural.  Now opposite.  76% urban.  Change due to rapid pop growth until 1980s and migration from farms to cities looking for work

(Deblij) Over past three decades rate has been more than halved (to 1.1%).  Result of three factors 1) contraception use, economic uncertainty in 80s and 90s, access to TV.   But still problem with people moving from the countryside to the city

Largest income gap in South America:  Richest 10% own 2/3 of land and control more than 1/2 of country’s wealth.  Poverty has increased by 50% since 1980.  Poorest 20% living in terrible conditions.  Recent economic gains focused on wealthy.

Although Rio de Janeiro occupies a setting of magnificent natural beauty, poverty and urban sprawl have spawned the favelas, densely crowded neighborhoods of flimsy shacks. In contrast to the more affluent neighborhoods along the city's southern beaches, favelas cover many of the city's northern hills. 

· Dave G. Houser/CORBIS-BETTMANN

Economy

Economy: Eighth largest on Earth, Largest in L. Am.  But largest does NOT mean wealthiest.  Must look at per capita income ($4400/person, HDI = 62, medium dev nation).  Argentina has greatest GNP/capita in So. Am. 

Sugar: 16th, Gold 17th, Coffee/Rubber: 19th, 1940s industrialize, now most industrialized country in S. Am.  Now: minerals, ag (global leader in coffee/soybeans), ranching industry

Cycle of commodities: First commodity to be exploited = dyewood (brasil wood).  Then sugar along the northeast beginning in mid-16th cent.  Then gold in SE (discovered in 1690).  Shifted economic focus to SE.  Began to be exhausted by late 18th century.  Later moved to coffee (dominated mid 1800s-1930s-originated in Africa).  Since 1940s major industrialization.  Now most industrialized nation in So. Am. 
19th century:  

Rubber:boom in wild rubber gathering in the Amazon Basin.  This became especially important after Charles Goodyear (an American) discovered vulcanization in 1839 (process of treating rubber to give it elasticity, strength and stability.  At that time Amazon was the only home of the rubber tree.  Manaus grew as the interior hub of this traffic and Belem as its port.  But then some rubber tree seeds were smuggled to England, and seedlings transplanted to SE Asia which became the basis for rubber plantations in that region.  By 1920, Amazon production basically over.

Coffee: Long been produced in the NE.  Spread to Sao Paulo and output increased dramatically.  Corresponded with increasing world market for coffee.  During the late 1800s over a million immigrants a year from overseas came to Brazil to work in the coffee industry.  Led to major growth in Sao Paulo.

Lots of mineral resources (including some oil and gas). Lots of hydroelectric potential.  Gasohol from sugar cane based alcohol.  Over half of Brazil’s cars use rather than imported petroleum (which is more expensive).

Ag: good soils: global leader in production of coffee, soybeans, orange juice concentrate. Commercial ag is now fastest growing economic sector.  Although only small amount of land is under cultivation b/c areas of hi fertility limited

PRIVATE
Sugarcane for the Automotive Age 

Sugarcane played a crucial role in the settling of the northeastern coast of Brazil. The humid climate and fertile red soil of Bahia attracted Portuguese colonists, who cultivated this valuable crop. Along the coastal plain of the Rio São Francisco, sugarcane is still grown for refined sugar but also as raw material for ethyl-alcohol fuel, which lessens Brazil’s dependence on imported oil. 

Coffee beans dry in the foreground at this plantation in the Brazilian state of Minas Gerais. Brazil produces about one-quarter of the world's coffee supply. Although Brazil's economy has become increasingly diversified in the last several decades, agriculture remains a major component. 

Cowboy Culture in Bahia 

Inhabitants of the northeastern Brazilian state of Bahia are separated by long distances, but cattle ranching provides a bond for these vaqueros, or cowboys. This semiarid region is the country’s poorest, partly because of its uncompromising weather. Severe droughts last up to two years, followed by torrential rains. Brazilians call those who live here the Flagelados, or Beaten Ones, because of their difficult life.

1990s government opened the country’s economy (previously protected) to foreign investment.  Has led to increased productivity.

This assembly line in a São Paulo automobile factory is an example of modern industrial facilities in Brazil, a nation whose economy was based almost entirely on agriculture until the mid-1900s. São Paulo is one of Brazil's major manufacturing centers. 

Recent decades ups and downs in economy.  Free trade and partnerships (Mercosur 1995-Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay) helping.  But need to resolve economic disparities.  Brazil has widest income gap in So. Am.

Ecology of Brazil
Plant life:  Dependent upon climate, altitude and soil conditions


Tropical rainforests: Amazon rainforest, one of the world’s largest woodlands.  Tall trees, woody vines, epiphytes (not rooted in soil, but attached to trees/plants)


South—Tropical Savannah and humid subtropical: Pine forests; South: more open areas (mix of trees, shrubs and grasses)


NE scrubland, cacti


Pantanal: near boarder with Paraguay and Bolivia distinct veg of trees, shrubs and grasses adapted to frequent flooding


Coast: salt marshes, mangroves, sand dunes

The Victoria amazonica is the largest water lily in the world. Located in the Amazon, this lily grows leaves that range from 0.6 to 1.8 m (2 to 6 ft) in diameter. The lilies provide food for fish and wildlife in the Amazon region, but can also cause drainage problems because of their large size. 

Wildlife: Nearly 400 of an estimated 750 mammals of So. America found in Brazil (pumas, jaguars, ocelot, rare bush dogs and foxes.  Peccaries (small nocturnal night pig), anteaters, sloths, armadillo, deer (in south), many species of monkeys in rainforests

Peccary: Ranging from the southwestern United States to northern Argentina, the collared peccary is commonly found in tropical rain forests, chaparral, and oak-grasslands. The peccary is an extremely territorial wild pig. It has long, slender legs and reaches 30 to 40 cm (12 to 16 in) at the shoulder. Although omnivorous, the collared peccary prefers roots, fruits, seeds, and cacti. 

The ocelot (looks like small cat), Felis paradalis, is harmless to man and preys upon a wide variety of animals in its wooded and bushy habitat. Its diet includes wood rats, mice, agoutis, pacas, peccaries, monkeys, rabbits, young deer, lizards, and snakes. This flexibility in eating habits allows an ocelot to occupy roughly the same hunting territory throughout its life. 

Tapirs, found in dense forests and swampy areas of Central and South America and Asia, are moderately large mammals, growing to a height of 75 to 120 cm (29 to 47 in) and a weight of 225 to 300 kg (500 to 600 lb). The nocturnal animals feed on leaves, grasses, aquatic vegetation, soft twigs, and fruit, using their short flexible snouts to roll up leaves and other vegetation. 

kinkajou (tree dwelling cousin of Raccoon-prehensile tail)

Jaguar

Giant Anteater

Puma (Cougar/mt. lion)

Red Howler Monkey

Pale-throated Three-toed Sloth

Birds: 1635 species

Roseate Spoonbill

Brown Pelican

Scarlet Macaw

Scarlet Ibis

Toco Toucan

Hoatzin

Amphibs 502 

Fish: 1500 (1000 in Amazon)

inverts: 100,000 (70,000 of which are insects)

Fer-de-lance (the brown snake)

Emerald Tree Boa

Spectacled Caiman

PRIVATE
Red Piranha 

Among the 30 known species of piranha, the red piranha, Serrasalmus nattereri, is among those considered most dangerous to livestock and humans. They inhabit freshwater streams in Central and South America. These awesome predators eat mostly other fish but may attack anything that falls into the water, attracted to their prey by the smell of blood. Using powerful upturned jaws and razor-sharp teeth, they can instantly slice a bite of flesh from a carcass. A school of piranha can strip a 45-kilogram (99-pound) animal to the bone in less than a minute. Adults grow to 30 centimeters (12 inches) long and are considered excellent food fish for humans. 

Environment

Cuting and clearing of lands, hunting has caused a threat to many of these species

Concern for the environment in Brazil has grown in response to global interest in environmental issues. The clearing of forests in the Amazon Basin to make room for agriculture and new settlements has drawn national and international attention over possible damage to the rain forest. Environmentalists are concerned that the extensive loss of rain forest vegetation, which produces large amounts of oxygen, could have a wider impact on the global environment. However, as of 1996, only 12 percent of the Amazon region was estimated to have been significantly changed. 
 (Encarta)
Dams, roads, mines have all changed the landscape

Urban pollution also a problem particularly as the cities continue to expand and pop grow

Government has made efforts to protect Brazil’s environment.  Many conservation units (national and state parks, reserves, forests and national monuments.  First national park in 1937.  1973 government department established for the protection of the environment (in the US EPA est. XXXX).  Enforcement is difficult, balancing environmental and developmental concerns, allocating scare resources.  Ecotourism may help.

PRIVATE
Rondônia, Brazil 

These satellite images show a portion of the state of Rondônia, Brazil (South of Amazonas, in which forest cutting has taken place—from 19 June 1975 to 1 August 1986. Systematic cutting starts along roads and then fans out to create the feather pattern shown in the right half of the 1 August 1986 image. The cut-over land and urban areas appear in light green and blue, whereas healthy vegetation is shown as red. 

U.S. Geological Survey © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Brazil lost more than 13,000 sq km (5000 sq mi) of rain forest a year during the mid-1990s, much of it due to slash-and-burn agriculture. Traditional societies practiced low-impact slash-and-burn cultivation, clearing small areas, which the surrounding forest later reclaimed. In modern practice, large-scale slash-and-burn clearing causes extensive damage to rain forests and contributes to the increase of carbon dioxide levels in the earth's atmosphere. 
Paul Edmondson/Tony Stone Images

Fragile Amazon Rain Forest

The Brazilian government has built roads into the Amazon rain forest, opening it to agricultural and mineral development. But most forest topsoil is thin and infertile, and newly planted crops deplete soil nutrients within a few years. Mining operations have contaminated soils with the mercury that is used to extract gold.

Loren McIntyre/Woodfin Camp & Associates, Inc. © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights

END

Extra stuff

SE: modern Brazil’s core area.  Gold first brought people to this area.  Other minerals now mined in the region.  

Sao Paulo: leading industrial producer.  Accounts for nearly 1/2 of the country’s GDP.  Lots of migration to this state of Sao Paulo.   Contains 1/4 of the country’s population.  The city of Sao Paulo is third largest metropolis on Earth (de Blij says 23 million-metropolitan area)

1822 independent

1888 slavery abolished
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