LECTURE 12 Introduction to Russia  

Dmitri Shostakovich (1906 - 1975)

Starting in 1948 (after already censoring lit, theater, film and the sciences, music came under the control of the state.  In January 1948, Shostakovich’s music )along with others) was denounced and performances of his music was proscribed.  Also his professorship at Leningrad and Moscow conservatories were curtailed, and he was dismissed from the directorate of the Union of Composers.  He then changed to Socialist Realism compositions (for the outside world) and produced other works that were hidden until Stalin’s death.  Many of his hidden works during this period share an important common thread.  They all feature Shostakovish’s Jewish idiom.  For S, the Jewish people were symbolic of all victims of oppression.  His admiration from the Jewish folk music and in particular its quality of laughter through tears seems to have influenced several works with suffering or oppression as their underlying theme.  Why did he do this?  In 1/48 news came of the execution of the prominent Jewish actor and friend of Shostakovich, Solomon Mikhoels.  S is reported as saying: “This is a campaign which starts with the Jews and will end with the whole of the intellegensia”  (From Deutsche Grammophon 1992 Sympony for Strings and Woodwinds op 73a and Chamber Symphony op 83a.

12/34 premier of S’s second opera _lady macbeth of Mtsensk.  In January 1936 Stalin heard it and was infuriated.  He called it Chaos instead of Music.  condemned the opera and it was instantly gone for 27 years.  Every school child was obliged to know what chaos instead of music meant.  

Russia:  We have been talking a lot about the Soviet Union in our discussions on Eastern Europe.  For the next two lectures we will discuss Russia (and as part of that the Soviet Union and its aftermath).  Today I will talk about the physical features and history of Russia and the Soviet Union.

General Overview

The country of Russia is the largest territorial state in the world


6.6 million square miles (nearly 2x US - 3.7)

Population relatively low 

(145 million, US 273, pop density per square mile Russia 22.2 and US 77.3 –somewhat deceiving since the majority of the population concentrated in Western Russia)
Much of Russia is cold as mountainous zones separate Russia from warmer subtropical air

Russia was a major colonial power long before the establishment of the Soviet Union as well will find out today

Core area of Russia lies west of the Ural mountains (sometimes called European Russia).  Ural mountains is the division between the continents of Europe and Asia.

This is where the majority of the population, major cities (Moscow, St. Petersburg) industry, most productive farming areas

Russia is a multicultural state

Economic transition in post-communist years has been difficult

Physical Landscape

OVERHEAD OF WORLD
Dimensions: Huge!  From Bering Sea new Alaska to the Black and Baltic Seas.  We think of Europe as way over there to the East.  Well Russia starts further east but wraps around to come within 100 miles of Alaska.  So not that far away from the US.  Spans 11 time zones (US 4 without Alaska and Hawaii)
Landscape:


Russian Plain: core area of country, industry and ag concentrated here.  

Ural Mountains: Separates two plains (Russian/Siberian).  Not transportation barrier (not a  high range), southern part of range has minerals and fossil fuels. 

West Siberian Plain: permafrost to the north(dotted line to north), marshy in center.  Population centered Trans-Siberian RR that runs through the southern part

Central Siberian Plain:  long, cold winters, short summers.  Very few people

Yakutsk Basin: Dip in the terrain before moving into the eastern highlands

Eastern Highlands: Includes volcanic mountains (Part of the Pacific Ring of Fire).  A couple of interesting features in the Eastern Highlands

· Kamchatka Peninsula of Siberia

A part of the Eastern Highlands, the Kamchatka Peninsula extends southward from the mainland between the Bering Sea and the Sea of Okhotsk. A volcanic mountain range called the Sredinny Khrebet runs the length of the peninsula and includes about 25 volcanoes, many of them active. Thick forests cover most of the region, which is home to many animals that are hunted for their valuable fur, including bear, sable, fox, beaver, otter, and seal. Although Kamchatka Peninsula is rich in minerals, the harsh climate makes mining difficult.

· Mark Newman/Photo Researchers, Inc. © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.  

Lake Baykal located here.  Over 5000 feet deep (deepest rift lake in the world).   Created from faults in the Earth’s crust.  Strips of Crust between them sink or are pushed down to create valleys.

Frontier region.  Soviets built Baykal-Amur RR to help stimulate settlement. Trans-Siberian RR parallels aging Baykal-Amur.

Central Asian Ranges: mountain ranges to the south
Caucasus Mountains: Extension of European Alpine mountains.  Creates border between Russia and transition zone

Climate: 

Northerly location:  Southern most latitude is about the same as southern Oregon.  And to the north reaches into the Arctic circle. We also noted that Europe was located at rather high latitude but received moderating influence from the Gulf Stream (at least for most of Western Europe).  This is not the case, however, for Russia.

Good example of continentality (inland climatic environment remote from moderating maritime environment from the Atlantic).  As a result, majority of country experiences severe cold (even tundra in the north (see light blue on map) in winters, short growing season, dry and hot summers.  Other effects include:


Exposure to Arctic air masses (no land barrier in the north)


Mountain ranges (Eastern Highlands, Central Asian Ranges, Caucasus Mountains, Ural 
Mountains) block moderating air masses to pass into Russia.  As a result, much of Russia is cold as mountainous zones separate Russia from warmer subtropical air

· Reindeer on Russian Tundra

Reindeer are among the few animals that the cold tundra supports year round. They eat grasses and saplings in summer and lichens and mosses in winter, scraping away snow with their hooves. Indigenous peoples raise reindeer for their meat, hide, and antlers. Ten percent of Russia’s enormous territory is tundra—a treeless, marshy, frozen plain.

Pat O'Hara © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
· Russian Icebreaker

Because Russia must use icebreakers to keep most of its ports open in winter, an important goal of its foreign policy over the centuries has been to win control of ice-free ports. The icebreaker Arctic, at berth in the northern port of Murmansk, was the first icebreaker to reach the North Pole.

Fred Morris/The Stock Market © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
(we will talk about human geography of modern Russia during the next lecture on Russia, since so much of its human geography is wrapped up in its history)
History

Rus Kingdom (During Dark/Middle Ages in Europe): The plains of Eurasia-lots of migrants swept across.  Eventually the Slavs rose as the dominant culture centered in what is today the Ukraine and in the north in  Novgorod (NAHV gorad).  The two groups combined  in the 11th and 12th century and formed a relatively large and prosperous state.  They had a lot of contacts with Byzantium (eastern Roman Empire) which led to the adoption of Eastern Orthodox religion and the Cyrillic alphabet (spread to the region by missionaries)

Mongols invaded in 13th century.   Pushed Slavs out of Ukraine and into secluded areas.  One area was Moscow.  The Slavs reorganized, gained strength and finally fought off Mongol rule by the end of the 15th century.

Czarist Russia (15th- 20th century)

Growth of Russian Empire begins.  

By the 15th century, the Byzantium empire was pretty well over (Ottomans had taken over).  The leaders of what was to be called Russia (1533) claimed to be the legitimate heirs of the Byzantium empire.  And the leaders called themselves Czars which came from the world Caesar which was the name for the Roman leaders (Julius Caesar, Augustus Caesar) 

Patterns of Expansion (15-20th century)

1. Eastward (16-19th Century) (1812 into Alaska, 1867 US buys Alaska from Russia)

2. Westward by Peter the Great (17-18th century).  Moved Capital to St. Petersburg and established port.  He wanted country to expand and open to outside.

3. South by Catherine the Great (18th c).  Pushed out Ottomans.  Start of colonial heritage.  In search of warm water ports.  

4. Continued east and central Asia in 19th century by building Transiberian RR.

Peter the Great 1682-1725: Russia begins to move from an inward to an outward looking country under the rule of Peter the Great (moved capital to St. Petersburg on the coast and established a port).  He wanted to country to expand and open its to the outside.  Expanded west to Estonia and east to Tomsk

Peter the Great (Peter I) brought Western culture to Russia, built roads and canals, modernized the army and navy, and secured seaports for trade. By doing so, Peter realized his goal of turning Russia into a great world power. 

· Hulton Deutsch

"Peter the Great," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
Catherine the Great (1760-1796): Russia pushed the Ottoman Turks out the areas around the Black Sea and moved into the Caucasus, an area full of different ethnic groups with Islamic traditions.  Start of colonial heritage for Russia.

Sophie Fredericke Auguste von Anhalt-Zerbst, a German princess, became known as Catherine II as the consort of Russian emperor Peter III. Because of Peter's mismanagement of the government and mistreatment of her, Catherine organized a rebellion that overthrew him. As empress, she advanced the Western reforms begun by Peter the Great (Peter I). She corresponded with French writers Voltaire and Diderot and built elaborate palaces. However, Catherine felt threatened by the radical, more democratic reforms of the French Revolution. She continued serfdom, increased the privileges of the gentry, and brutally put down rebellions that threatened her power. 

· THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE

"Catherine the Great," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
Eastward expansion: Started in the 16th century.  By 17th century had reached Pacific Ocean (defeated Mongols in their way).  And by 1812 had come across Bering Strait into Alaska  and moved as far south as what is now northern California.  US bought Alaska from the Russians in 1867.

19th Century: Continued expansion in the far east and in central asia.  1892 Trans-Siberian RR.  By beginning of 20th century became the largest territorially contiguous empire in the world.  (Europeans colonized overseas, Russia expanded on land  east and west in large part in search of warm water ports for security reasons.).  Area about  the same size as the Soviet Union which followed Czarist Russia containing more than 100 different nationalities.  Russians constituted only about half the population. 

As we will find out the Communists did not free these minorities after the revolution in 1917, rather tried to bind them even closer and Russify them

This map shows the vast amounts of territory that Russia acquired over a period of several hundred years. By 1796 Russia had taken control of parts of Poland and territory along the Baltic, Black, and Caspian seas. By 1914 Russia ruled all of Central Asia and lands near the Amur River in China.  (light green by 1796, Gold by 1855, dark green by 1914). 

© Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved."Russian Empire, 1796-1914," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
1917 Revolution

Most Russians and non-Russians were under the czars control (and faced exploitation, corruption, starvation and harsh subjugation).  In the rural areas, the peasants were controlled by the landlords and in the cities, the workers were subjected to awful working conditions. 

Basically there were a few very wealthy people that exploited the peasants and workers.

Around the turn of the century there was a lot of talk about Communism.  Two people, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels were essentially the architects or founders of this ideology.  Very simply stated that said that there is a natural course of history that there would evolve a struggle between capitalist (owners) and working class.  Workers exploited by capitalists.  Workers revolt, overthrow the capitalists, turn over the management and ownership of means of production to the new workers of the state.  Not to individuals but the community.  Eventually a classless society would evolve, there would be social harmony and justice, with little need for formal government (Wheeler).  Sounds nice, doesn’t it.  You can see how it would be appealing for the peasants and workers in Czarist Russia.  

Under Czarist Russia, there was a repressive system of serfdom (a system not too different from slavery- the world comes from a Latin word meaning servant or slave.  Serfs worked the land owned by their lord) on the land and horrid conditions in the factories. Country-side largely feudal, cities largely capitalist.
People began to rebel in 1905. 1917 full-scale socialist revolution led to the end of Czarist system.  Last Czar, Czar Nicholas II, and his family were executed.  Capital moved from St. Petersburg to Moscow.   

Nicholas II was an autocrat but a weak ruler. He was forced to abdicate in 1917. Nicholas is shown second from the left. Next to him are his four daughters: Tatiana, Olga, Marie, and Anastasia. At right is his hemophiliac son, Alexis. The family, including Nicholas's wife, Alexandra (not pictured), was later killed by Bolsheviks. 

· Hulton Deutsch

"Nicholas II, the Last Russian Emperor," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
Out of this period evolved a new empire which came to be called in 1922 the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics which eventually was comprised of 15 republics.  New leader was Vladimir Lenin. The capital was moved to Moscow from St. Petersburg. Began SU’s inward looking phase. Under his leadership the 1922 the new communist empire (replacing the Czarist Russian empire) was formally renamed the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) which was comprised of 15 socialist republics.


The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was founded in 1922 with four republics. By its dissolution in 1991, it was a confederation of 15 republics. The Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic (SFSR) was by far the largest of the union republics, spanning two continents. Other republics--called Soviet Socialist Republics (SSRs)--were located in Central Asia, Transcaucasia, Eastern Europe, and the Baltics. The 15 union republics are now independent countries. 

© Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved."Union of Soviet Socialist Republics," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
Lenin: 

Vladimir Ilich Lenin was the first dictator of the USSR. Lenin led the Bolshevik takeover of the provisional Russian government in what was known as the October Revolution of 1917. (The revolution took place on November 6-7 according to the modern calendar adopted in 1918. According to the Julian Calendar, which was used in Russia up to that time, the revolution took place in October). The first Soviet leader hoped the revolution would set off other socialist revolts in Western countries. 

· Hulton Deutsch

"Lenin Addresses Crowd in 1917," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
USSR 1922-1991

Lecture 11

USSR 1922-1991/Russian Federation 1991-

Lenin 1917-1924

Stalin 1924-1953

Philosophy

The idea of communism was developed by Fredrich Engels and Karl Marx.  They felt that history ran through stages.  Russia was in a stage of capitalism where there was discord between the workers and the owners of capital.  The workers would eventually rise up and the management and ownership of the means of production would be turned over to the workers of the state. Eventually, the community would own everything, there would be a classless society, social harmony and justice would prevail  and little need for formal government.  In order to get to this stage (true communism), needed to pass through a stage called socialism where the government would step in and redistribute the wealth.  Under this system, the soviet gov based in Moscow would make all the decisions regarding economic planning and development.  This theory was taken to an extreme by the Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin (ruled 1924 or 1929-1953???)  who followed Lenin in 1924 as leader of the SU after Lenin’s death:  

Feudalism, capitalism, socialism, communism (abolish class distinction, end of exploitation of the masses which is inherent in capitalist society)

Communist Manifesto one of the major writings.  Ultimate goal: “from each according to his ability, to each according to his need”  No need for state interference.

The two major economic policies that he imposed  on the country were:


collective agriculture


nationalized industry

The entire population of the SU was called forth to contribute toward the achievement of these two national economic goals

German political economist Friedrich Engels and fellow German revolutionary Karl Marx defined communism. In 1848 Engels and Marx completed their famous treatise on the collapse of capitalism and the rise of communism, the Communist Manifesto. 
Archive Photos

Collective ag:  

Land shared, profits shared (proportional to labor supplied and to need)

Soviet planners thought ag would be more productive if org into huge state-run operations.  Therefore, the private farms (which had been established by peasants after the revolution) were taken away from farmers and the land was consolidated into large, collective farms.   The idea was that larger farms could be mechanized and the labor freed up to help in the industrialization of the country.   Production requirements were set by the gov and there was, no profit motive involved.  By 1939 almost all farms had been collectivized.

There were some attempts to rebel and those that rebelled were punished, sent to labor camps and some killed. The worst incident was in the Ukraine: Many farmers opposed the collectivization process and even sabotaged some of it. Stalin confiscated Ukraine’s ag output and ordered part of the border between the Russian and Ukrainian republics sealed, thereby leading to a famine that killed millions of farmers and their families. (estimated 5-7 million died 1932-33 encarta)

Ag production did not do very well under this system.  When no profit motive, poor management, led to low production.  Also ag was taxed (in the sense that were forced to sell products only to the government at a low price) in order to support the country’s plan for rapid industrialization.  Or to produce and sell on the black market rather than to the gov. 

Nationalized industry: 

Stalin felt that rapid industrialization was necessary to build up a strong communist regime and to protect itself from foreign powers (encarta).  Again private enterprises were taken over by the government.   Enormous amounts of money was put into industry. Industry was subsidized by the government.   Since industry was equated with power, communist government focused on heavy industry, energy, transport networks,  armaments.  In fact, SU became major military power, with huge armed forces arsenal of conventional and nuclear weapons (Wheeler), major factor in the Cold War.  Industry did well, but at a price. What was the price 1) Not competitive and did not always follow what made sense economically (market force).  Moscow would decided where needed a factory even if didn’t make economic sense (e.g. set up a railroad car manufacturing plant in Latvia near the source of raw materials such as in Volgograd.   If this company had to compete, would not survive.  That is what happened once communism fell.  These state own industries that had been subsidized by the government for so long could not compete.  2) impact on ag (decline in production, famines caused by forced collectivization) 

The Chernobyl’ nuclear power complex in northern Ukraine, the site of the world’s worst nuclear accident in 1986, continues to pose a hazard to the environment. A cement-and-steel sarcophagus, center, was hastily constructed to contain the radioactive debris of reactor No. 4. The enclosure was never hermetically sealed, and its long-term effectiveness is in doubt. 
Anatoly Kleschuk/Sygma

Social implications

Collectivized welfare state: government provided guaranteed employment, low-cost housing, free education, medical care, and pension. One of the major benefits of this was the rise in literacy rates SU instituted compulsory education for all children led to a rise in literacy rates  from 40% in 1926 to 98.6% in 1959 (Wheeler)

Other elements of the welfare state were not as positive.  Often had to wait years to obtain an apartment and b/c consumer items not high priority for the gov, shortages were common and people had to stand in line for hours to obtain basic necessities.

Lack of civil rights: Government stated that brief period of dictatorship was necessary prior to bringing about the communist paradise. But this dictatorship continued.  No free press, also controls over speech, controls over the arts and sciences (couldn’t do what want, must support state goals) controls over internal and external movement, could not join any association that was not authorized by the CP, religion highly discourage, those that did follow the gov kept tabs on.

Much Soviet art depicted model workers, such as this steel smelter of a hammer and sickle mill. Called socialist realism, this artistic style was a state-imposed mandate for artists to educate workers in the spirit of communism. 

· Sovfoto/SOVFOTO-EASTFOTO

"Socialist Realism," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
The Soviet government issued propaganda such as this photomontage to promote its economic plans. This poster reads, "Let us fulfill the plan of great works"; the upraised hands signify the people of the Soviet Union voting in favor of building socialism. 

· Library of Congress/CORBIS-BETTMANN

"Soviet Propaganda," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
Stalin was a fanatic. To rid the country of any dissenters, began something called the Great Purge in the mid-1930s where arrests and executions of those considered disloyal range from 1.5-7 million. Subsequent leaders were not as violent, but dissent was quickly quieted (Khruschev and Brezhnev)

In your book it states that between 30-60 million people lost their lives in the Soviet Union from imposed starvation, political purges, Siberian exile and other causes.

Stalin died in 1953 from stoke, replaced by Nikita Khruschev 53-64, Brezhnev 64-82

Cultural Implications:

More than 100 minority groups in the former SU

Remember I said that Czarist Russia was a colonial power taking over new areas and treating as colonies (treated as second class).  In SU, Russians (just over 50% of pop) given majority of positions in government, prominent in government even in non-Russian areas

Relocation policies: to support the national plan of collectivized ag and strong national industry, communist planners made it Soviet policy to relocate entire peoples from their  homelands in order to better fit the grand design and to reward or sometimes punish peoples. (Chechens were considered to be conspirators with the Nazis, therefore Stalin moved all Chechens from their home to central Asia)  The major result was minorities were moved eastward and replaced with Russians.  Also Russians were sent to non-Russian areas in large part to govern.   Russia was the dominant Republic in the USSR.  Core was Moscow in Russian Republic.  Russians came to the other republics to teach (Russian was taught in the schools) and to organized the local communist party and to implement Moscow’s economic plans.  THIS WAS COLONIALISM.  What an irony.  Soviet Union was simultaneously spreading the word overseas and supporting revolutionary movements in other countries to throw off the harness of colonial powers (Africa, Asia and Latin America after WWII).  

Cold War: 

Ideological war. Post WWII struggle between the US and allies against USSR.  mid-1940s-end 1980s.  Democracy and capitalism versus communism.   Never came to actual fighting but close to it.  Major build up of arsenals, nuclear… major impact on foreign relations (in fact cold war battles were often fought between other countries and opposite sides supported by the US and Russia (e.g. Angola) or one side or the other was involved (Vietnam, Afghanistan). For those that grew up during this time period, they can remember as kids air raid drills, construction of bomb shelters. Etc.

USSR saw itself as leader of communist revolutionary process.  US saw this as evil and wanted to stop the spread.  US instituted a policy of containment, containing the spread of Communism in the world.  

Berlin Airlift 11 months: In 1948, following Soviet bans on all water, rail and highway traffic between Berlin and West Germany, the British and U.S. occupation authorities organized a system of air transport, known as the Berlin airlift, to supply the Western-occupied sectors of the city. Planes landed up to every 45 seconds with relief supplies for the 2 million occupants of those sectors. The Soviets lifted their blockade in May 1949. 
UPI/THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE

Vietnam war (1965-1975)

Korean War (1950-1953): cease-fire, but no permanent peace yet

Vocal music is the primary source of music expression of the Siberian peoples. Among the Turkic-speaking Tyvans in southern Siberia, a form of "throat-singing" is practiced and believed to be an imitation of the Jew’s harp. This type of singing is done by men who can produce two notes at the same time: one is a guttural drone and the other is a whistlelike, high-pitched overtone melody. By modifying the shape of his mouth cavity, the singer is able to alter the melody (and rhythm) at will. It is said that some Tyvan singers can produce three or four "voices" in this way. 
"Sigit" from Tuva: Voices from the Center of Asia (Cat.# Smithsonian Folkways CD SF 40017) (p)1990 Smithsonian Folkways Records. All rights reserved.
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