GEO 106 


GEOGRAPHY OF THE WESTERN WORLD


Spring 2000








Instructor:		Meredith Giordano


Meeting Times:		11:00-11:50 Tuesday and Thursday, Gilfillan Auditorium


Office:  			Wilkinson Hall, room 217, 737-1307


Office Hours:  		2:00-3:00 Tuesday and Thursday


					








Required Texts:		de Blij and Muller: Geography: Realms Regions and Concepts 2000. 9th ed.


			Goode's World Atlas. 19th ed.


			Lecture notes are available at the library reserve desk under GEO106-1


			Blank practice maps are in the library under GEO106-2








Course Description:





The objective of the course is to provide an overview of the geography of the Western World. The class will focus on six geographic realms: Europe, Russia, North America, Middle America, South America, and Australia/New Zealand. For each realm, the physical geography will be presented together with an overview of historical developments and contemporary economic, social and political conditions.  








Recitation:





The recitation section is a major part of this class. Details on the structure and grading of the recitations will be provided by your teaching assistant.








Mid-Term and Final:





For both the mid-term and final, you are responsible for material covered in the lectures and in the readings. Not everything in the text is covered in the lectures, and not everything in the lectures is covered in the book. You need to study from both your lecture notes and the textbook to do well on the tests. The tests will include 45 factual questions (e.g. When did the Soviet Union collapse?) and 15 map identification questions (e.g. The river marked on the map is the...?). 





Due to the large class size, alternative test dates will generally not be allowed.  Any requests for alternative test times must be submitted to the instructor IN WRITING. Early requests are more likely to be approved than those made at the last minute. 








Grading:	Recitation	35% of final grade


		Midterm		30% of final grade


		Final		35% of final grade


�






WEEK	DATE	LECTURE					READINGS








1	3/28	Introduction					Introduction, pp. 1-41


	3/30	Introduction to Europe				Chapter 1, pp. 42-66	





2	4/4	European Regions				Chapter 1, pp. 67-94


	4/6	Guest Lecturer					





3	4/11	Supranationalism: EU/NATO


	4/13	Eastern Europe Overview				Chapter 1, pp. 94-102





4	4/18	Guest Speaker


	4/20	Balkanization: Yugoslavia 			Chapter 1, pp. 102-105





5	4/25	Introduction to Russia				Chapter 2, pp. 106-136


4/27	Modern Russia					Chapter 2, pp. 137-150





6	5/2	MIDTERM EXAM				11:00 a.m. Gilfillan Auditorium


	5/4	North America Overview/Canada			Chapter 3, pp. 152-159, 174-197





7	5/9	United States					Chapter 3, pp. 159-174


	5/11	Middle America Overview				Chapter 4, pp. 198-211, 


								284-286 (Cultural Hearths)





8	5/16	Middle America Regions				Chapter 4, pp. 211-237


	5/18	South America Overview				Chapter 5, pp. 238-253





9	5/23	South America Regions				Chapter 5, pp. 253-279			5/25	Guest Speaker





10	5/30	Austral Realm					Chapter 11, pp. 532-549


	6/1	Summary and Concluding Thoughts





		FINAL EXAM in Gilfillan Auditorium Tuesday, June 6, 2000,  9:30 am 





