Lecture 9: Balkanization

Shatter Belt: A region caught between stronger, colliding external cultural-political forces, under persistent stress, and often fragmented by aggressive rivals.

Balkanization: The fragmentation of a region into smaller, often hostile political units

Irredentism: A policy of cultural extension and potential political expansion by a state aimed at a community of its nationals living in a neighboring state.

Review of Eastern Europe 

Human Geography:

Ethnic groups: Majority are Slavs but there are several other non-Slavic groups as well (Hungarians, Albanians, Romanians, Turks):  More and more political boundaries correspond with ethnic boundaries, but still many flash points (e.g. Albanians in Kosovo)

Religions: Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Islam

Languages: Slavic, Romanian, Albanian, Hungarian, Latvian, Lithuanian

Alphabet: Cyrillic and Roman (Eastern Orthodox areas tend to use Cyrillic alphabet Roman Catholic areas tend to use Roman alphabet) 

History

Eastern Europe has been ruled by many different empires (Roman, Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian, Prussian, Soviet)

Under Soviet rule, an “iron curtain” was drawn between western Europe and eastern Europe 

Satellite (independent but effectively controlled by Soviets) versus Soviet Republics

Soviets dominated Eastern Europe politically, economically and militarily

Organizations were established to formalize the relationship (e.g. Warsaw Pact and COMECON-council for mutual economic assistance).  NOT SUPRANATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.  NOT VOLUNTARY.  SUPRA VS. SUPER (SUPRA=SUPER means over transcending)
Eastern European countries attempted to rebel at times (e.g. Prague Spring 1968 which occurred in the former Czechoslovakia where the cap is Prague)

Reforms were crushed by Soviets until late 1980s.

Political revolutions beginning in 1989 led to new governments-fall of the Berlin Wall (formation of new governments and reunification of Germany)

In Summary

Lots of ethnic groups with different languages and alphabets

Religious divisions

There are some areas with a high degree of homogeneity, however, such as Poland.  Poland can be describe as a strong nation-state.

History of political instability (lots of border and ruler changes)

Soviet dominance suppressed cultural and ethnic tensions

In 1990s ethnic problems have resurfaced, most violently in Yugoslavia

Sets the stage for the political, religious, ethnic turmoil we’ve seen play out in Yugoslavia (case study of the above issues).

Yugoslavia: A Case Study in Balkanization

Why do we now have a word named after the region which means fragmentation into smaller, often hostile political units? LOOK AT BEFORE AND AFTER OVERHEAD

Why did this country break up into five new countries during this decade with the high likelihood of further political divisions?  NAME THE FIVE COUNTRIES (Serbia, Serbia-Montenegro (cap=Belgrade))

Serbia, Bosnia, Slovenia, Croatia, Macedonia

Human Geography

Ethnic Groups: 

Slavs: Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Macedonians

Non-Slavs: Albanians and Hungarians

Languages:

Slavic: Slovene, Serbo-Croation, Macedonian,

Alphabets:

Cyrillic: Serbs, Macedonian (Bulgarians also use Cyrillic)

Roman: Croats, Slovenes

Non-Slavic: Albanian, Hungarian (use Roman script?)

Religion:

Eastern Orthodox: Serbs

In Orthodox churches, an iconostasis, such as one in the Rila Monastery in southwestern Bulgaria pictured here, conceals a church’s altar area from the congregation. Icons (flat images of Jesus Christ, Mary, or the saints that are made of gold, ivory, mosaic, or oil paint) cover the iconostasis. Members of the Orthodox faith believe that God sends blessings and healing through these icons. The use of icons can be traced from the 5th century. 
THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE

Roman Catholic: Croats, Slovenes

Islam: Bosnian Muslims (speak Serbo-Croatian), Albanians

History of Yugoslavia

Yugoslavia means “Land of the South Slavs”  Desire to have a unified country of southern Slavs.  

Ottoman Rule (Serbia, Bosnia) 

1389: epic battle (Serbs versus Ottomans).  Ottoman Empire was based in Turkey.  The battle was fought in Kosovo.  Serbs lost but part of folklore and national pride.  Led to control of Bulgaria, Macedonia, part of Greece, most of Serbia and Albania.

500 years of rule led to conversions of many people to Islam (Kosovo, Albania, Bosnia)

Why am I telling you this?  Because this battle very important in the minds of Serbians and the desire to get this area back.

1878: End of Ottoman domination


By 1878 the Ottomans had been pushed out of southeastern Europe (except for Albanian portion, ruled until 1912 (First Balkan War)).  After that Kosovo to Serbia.  1912: Albania independent and Kosovo included in the new state.  Following year Great Powers (A-H, France, Germany, Britain, Italy, Russia) forced Albania to cede the region to Kosovo.

Austro-Hungarian Rule (Bosnia, Croatia, Slovenia)


Serbia independent but not the other three


The Austro-Hungarian Empire, however, still in control of Bosnia (got control of after Ottomans left), Croatia and Slovenia.  

World War I:

Assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand in Sarajevo, start of World War I:  1914: Archduke Francis Ferdinand , A-H, visiting Sarajevo, Bosnia to try to quell some ethnic tensions among Serbs, Croats, Muslims).  He was assassinated by a Bosnian Serb.  A-H thought conspiracy of the Serbians.  Sparked off World War I.

Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (1918-1929) (Bosnia-Herz a part of)

Austro-Hungarian and German empires were defeated during World War I.  From these two empires several new states were formed, including Yugoslavia, a country containing several major ethnic groups.  Although predominately Southern Slavs: there were different languages and religions. 

The Kingdom of Yugoslavia was formed (1918-1929).   Ethnic tensions began from the start. (The Croats and Slovenes thought the Serbs were too powerful in the government, political boundaries did not correspond to ethnic boundaries.) 

Kingdom of Yugoslavia (1929-1945)

World War II

Yugoslavia was occupied by the Germans during WWII.   Josep Bronz Tito, a Croatian and a communist, led a resistance movement and became a hero for many Yugoslavians.  After WWII, he became the leader of the Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia

Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia  (1945-1992)-A communist country
Six republics (Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia, Macedonia, Montenegro) and two autonomous regions (Kosovo, Vojvodina).  I am stating these because very important part of the history
Each republic, except Bosnia, was dominated by one major ethnic group.   The state guaranteed the rights of the minorities.  Also, for Kosovo and Voyvodina (VOYvodeena), a large degree of autonomy was provided to these two regions.

Josip Broz Tito: 1945-1980 (Centripetal Force)

Collective presidency: 1980-1991 Milosevic pres of Serbia.  Top leaders rotating each year as Yugo pres??

Tito was strong leader with (support from population).  Held the country together.  Yugoslavia was not tied as closely to the SU as the other EE countries.  He took a more liberal approach and was in fact isolated from the Soviet sphere.  Yugo had more contact with the West and appeared the most liberal of the EE countries.  Died in 1980.  No longer strong leader to hold country together. 

Interestingly, Yugoslavia’s neighbor, Albania, took a different route.  In the 1950s, the soviet union was going through a reform process (de-stalinization).  The Albanians thought not right and broke from the soviet bloc. 

To an outsider(one not familiar with Yugoslavia’s ethnic divisions and fractional history)  it appeared that with the fall of communism, Yugo would have the least worries.  These ethnic tensions began to rise to the fore when Tito died in 1980 and the rule of the country turned to a collective presidency, rotating annually.  

I was there in 1987 and in 1991 in Germany everyone surprised at what was occurring

1990s in the Balkan Region

1991: Call for independence (Croatia, Slovenia and Macedonia)

With the wave of political revolutions in EE, the republics of Yugo started to call for independence.  Remember that all republics except Bosnia were dominated by one major ethnic group.  When independence was declared in these republics it was the majority ethnic group calling for independence.  Minorities in these states did not agree and in Croatia and Slovenia rose up against the majority.  

Serbia saw them as break away republics. I should mention here that in 1992 (after Bosnia declared independence) Serbia and Montenegro announced the formation of a “new” Yugoslavia.  It is referred to as Yugoslavia, Serbia or Serbia-Montenegro now.  US government calls the country Serbia.  

What happened?

Slovenia: Most homogeneous ethnically of the region (over 90% Slovenian).  Serbia sent troops in, truce within few weeks.  Most prosperous republic 

Macedonia: no Serbians live there.  (66% Macedonian, 24% Albanian, 4% Turkish). No problems from Serbia when declared independence

Croatia: Serbian minority(12%) revolted.  They did not want to live under Croatian rule.  Serbia felt that if Croatia wanted independence, it should give the land back where the Serbian minority live. Cease fire by early 1992 Second most prosperous republic. UN troops brought in to oversee the truce (12,000)

When Josip Broz Tito died in 1980 after controlling Yugoslavia for 35 years, the country suffered a vacuum of leadership. Economic hardship compounded the governmental weakness, giving rise to ethnic conflicts within the fractured nation. Bloody disputes broke out between Serbian and Croatian nationalists in 1991. Here, ethnic Serbs greet an armored division of the Yugoslav People’s Army, which had been sent to curb the ethnic fighting. The situation escalated, however, leading to a civil war when Croatia and Slovenia seceded from Yugoslavia. 
REUTERS/THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE

Western nations quick to recognize the new republics.  Don’t realize at that point the implications.

Bosnia (also called Bosnia-Herzegovina): war began to break out in 1992 when Bosnia formally called for independence.  Landlocked country, Croatia to west and powerful Serbian state to east.  

PRIVATE
Sarajevo’s Place in History 

Sarajevo, capital and largest city in Bosnia and Herzegovina and its economic and cultural center, has long been a witness to war. Situated in a valley on the Miljacka River near Mount Trebevi, the city was invaded by the Turks in the 15th century and burned to the ground in 1697 by Prince Eugene of Savoy. In 1914 the assassination in Sarajevo of Archduke Francis Ferdinand sparked World War I. Following the breakup of Yugoslavia in 1992, Sarajevo was heavily damaged, and thousands of its residents were killed in the fighting among Serbian, Croatian, and Muslim military forces. 

Porterfield-Chickering/Photo Researchers, Inc. © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 


Multicultural: No one dominant ethnic group There are Croats (17%), Serbs (31%), Muslims (49%)

Capital: Sarajevo: holy city for both Serb Orthodox and Muslims. Lies in Muslim dominated territory

Muslim dominated government

PRIVATE
Bosnian Muslim Women in Sarajevo 

The population of Bosnia was largely Christian until the Ottoman Empire introduced Islam here in the 15th century. Many Bosnians converted to Islam during the period of Turkish rule in the region, which lasted for more than 400 years. Marriages among Bosnian Muslims are encouraged, although more interfaith unions take place in the cities. The Islamic community in Bosnia and Herzegovina has its center at Sarajevo, where mosques, a bazaar, and Turkish baths are part of the urban fabric. 

A. Gyori/Sygma © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Muslim dominated government call for independence led to Serbian minority revolt supported by Serbia Led to civil war that lasted for three years. Bosnian Muslims against Serbs (who wanted greater Serbia) and also against Croats (who wanted greater Croatia, but who were officially aligned with the Bosnian government). Approx. 250,000 people died, 2 million dislocated in a process called ethnic cleansing.  The idea was to get the Bosnian Muslims out of Serb territory, either by killing or forced relocation.  The fighting devastated the country (economically, socially)—Talk of greater Serbia and Greater Croatia
UN imposed trade embargo on Serbia. Hurt Serbia’s economy in addition to the effects of war in Bosnia.

The United Nations tried to resolve the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina by mediating among the three factions: the Serbs, the Muslims, and the Croats. The UN assigned peacekeeping forces to the country to provide humanitarian aid and created safe areas for civilians caught in the war. The peacekeeping forces endured attacks by all three armies; this peacekeeper is shown running toward an armored vehicle hit during an attack on a UN base in Sarajevo. 
REUTERS/THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE

Bosnian Muslims fled the city of Srebrenica in July 1995 after Bosnian Serbs overran the city. The city had been declared a refuge for Muslims by the United Nations. After Yugoslavia split into several countries in 1990, Serbs, Croats, and Muslims in the region fell into a bloody civil war. 
Archive Photos

Dayton Peace Accord 1995 (West and South = Muslim (Yellow) and Croat (Green) North and South = Serb Rep (orange).

Finally peace in 1995 Dayton Accord: Peace process overseen by US Sec of State, Warren Christopher in Dayton, Ohio. Redrawing (again) the map of the Balkans.  Bosnia was to be divided into two self-governing units: Muslim-Croat Federation to the west and south and a Serb Republic to the North and east. 60,000 (20,000 US) NATO troops brought in to watch over the fragile peace process.
Tense peace.
 The Serbs (31% of population) received 48% of the territory.  Muslims 27% (remember 49% of population) and the Croats 17% (17% of population).  The two pieces of the Serb republic are connected by a narrow link called the Posavina Corridor.  This was Muslim-dominated before war and an area of ethnic cleansing.  This area is now jointly governed.  

Muslim Federation is landlocked.  See joint governance of Posavina as a defeat because of importance of river port there Brcko (BIRCH-koh).  

Tense peace.  Shooting continued-seeing on TV sniper fire as people ran from building to building

Kosovo Crisis

Kosovo is a small in the southern part of Serbia Kosovo less than 10% size of Oregon.


Before talk about Kosovo specifically, need to first understand Serbia

Serbia: has four components 


Serbia: centered on Belgrade on the Danube River, 

Vojodina in the north (substantial Hungarian population),

Montenegro in the southwest (Montenegrins allies with Serbs)

Kosovo: historic Muslim stronghold (remember epic battle in 1389)

Sacred Ground 
An army honor guard from the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) fire their guns on June 29, 1998, during a ceremony at an historic battlefield outside the capital of Kosovo, a province of the FRY. The ceremony marked the 1389 Battle of Kosovo, in which the Serbs were defeated by the advancing Ottoman Turks. Serbs consider the battlefield and surrounding territory to be part of their historic homeland, making the dispute with Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian majority difficult to resolve. 
Petar Kujundzic/REUTERS 
Serbia had just been at war with Slovenes, Croats, Muslims.  Soon after Dayton accord at war again, this time with Muslims in Serbia (Kosovo).  

Small region, but strong nationalist feelings.  Muslim majority-ethnically Albanian (90%), 10% Serbian.  Had considerable autonomy under Tito.  1389-1912 Ottomans ruled Kosovo. For Serbians, Kosovo very important historically.

Since 1989 President Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia (came to power in 1987) revoked Kosovo’s autonomy.

1992:  Albanian majority in Kosovo declared independence from Serbia.  Indicates a desire to merge with Albania. 

1997: Kosovo Liberation Army kills Serbians  

1998: Serbia sends in troops.  Turns into guerilla war. 

UN gets involved.  Tries to promote cease fire.   Truce for awhile, but very tense.

1999: January 1999 Kosovar Albanians civilians in Racak killed (40) by Serbian security forces looking for insurgents.  Propose NATO peacekeepers.  European and US mediators step in.  Support autonomy not succession for Kosovo.  In March Kosovo Albanians say will sign a peace agreement which would return autonomy to Kosovo, Serbs don’t agree.  Leads to NATO air strikes. Thousands of people killed. Hundreds of thousands of refugees.   

June: Serbian and NATO leaders sign agreement on withdrawal of Serbian troops from Kosovo.  Peace proposal ratified.  NATO stops bombing campaign and sends in NATO peacekeeping troops.  Kosovars return, many take revenge on Serbs (innocent and guilty, led to 170,00 Serbs leave Kosovo

Kosovo and Bosnian crisis have been major humanitarian disasters.  Europe can’t seem to stop (even though stated war must be averted).  Millions of refugees.

Why is the US interested?  war will spread to neighbors and even further.  Russian ties to Serbs and Iran’s ties to Muslims

Is this the end?
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