Pass out evaluations

Recitation grades on door

Test: 60 questions (45 factual, 15 location)

Study: Study questions, recitation notes (physical, climate, econ for sure), lecture notes, and portions from book that correspond with my lecture.  Three extra credit questions from the mid-term.

Where have we been?

Started with a look at the early Greek and Roman civilizations and the transmission of the ideas from Greece and Rome to Europe, and from the eastern part of Rome (Byzantium) to Russia

These “Western” ideas were spread beyond European core and the early Russian core of Moscow (democracy, latin based languages, cyrillic language, scientific discoveries, urban tradition...)

Overland by the Russians (remember Russia was the largest territorially contiguous empire in the world)

Overseas by the Europeans (to places we talked about – North America, Middle America, South America, Australia and to other places we did not talk about-  Asia and Africa)

Mid-18th century British explorer and navigator James Cook sailed around the world twice, made three voyages to the Pacific Ocean, and became the first European to visit Hawaii. Cook sailed to Tahiti, New Zealand, Australia, Vancouver Island, and the Hawaiian Islands, where he was killed in a fight with islanders. 
Hulton Deutsch

Contact with local cultures

Aboriginies in Australia and the Amerindians and Native Americans inhabited Australia, North America, Middle America and South America long before the Europeans arrived and had built up substantial and very advanced civilizations in some areas (cultural hearths: Mesoamerica (Mayan and Aztecs, plus other civilizations and Andean America (Incans plus earlier groups) And what may have looked rather primitive in some areas was just different from what the Europeans had seen before (we talked about Aboriginal land tenure in Australia, Europeans did not see a system of land tenure like they were used to so thought the land was free for their own expansion.  Now Australia is trying to deal with this problem.

A man in an Aboriginal village in Australia throws a boomerang. Aborigines use the non-returning boomerang for hunting and warfare. A powerful weapon, the boomerang’s spinning action makes it strike its target with more force than a non-spinning projectile. Returning boomerangs are used mostly for sport. 
Shinichi Kanno/FPG International, LLC

Melbourne is the second largest city in Australia. Located on Port Phillip Bay, Melbourne was originally a settlement of Australian Aborigines. Two groups of Europeans from Tasmania settled there in 1835, after trading blankets, tools, and weapons to the Aborigines for land. Today Melbourne is an important port and manufacturing center. 
Australian Overseas Information Service

The contact with the Europeans was devastating for many aboriginal groups (between the foreign diseases brought by the Europeans and the battles over land large percentage of the original populations were killed or died).  It also brought new languages, religions, crops, living patterns.  But it wasn’t always a one way exchange.  Unique culture in Mexico, Creolization, Brazil’s national culture which combines African, European, and Amerindian traditions (Samba: Afro-Brazilian, Brazil national dress, amerindian religions that have adopted African and Christian religious beliefs).

Transculturation versus acculturation:  In some cases many of the original traditions lost because European dominance.  In other cases, however, we found a melding of cultures such as in Mexico where parts of Amerindian and Spanish cultures have combined into a unique Mexican culture.

Soviet Colonization 

Soviets basically assume the Russian empire and expanded somewhat during WWII.  Even tho advocated revolutions to rid colonial harness, Soviet Union had control of some 100 different ethnic groups (Russians only constituted about 50% of the population).  These ethnic groups subject to a policy of Russification where Russians sent to minority areas to teach Russians, head local communist groups and implement Soviet economic policies.

Soviet system also dominated Eastern European politics and economics until the late 1980s.  And throughout the 20th century one of the major issues was the Cold War.  Many events linked to cold war politics.  The divisio nof Europe (and of the world -- soviet bloc vs. western bloc), establishment of supranational organizations (EU/NATO)

There is no more Cold War


Since the fall of the SU in 1991, the cold war officially ended.  Does that mean everything is okay now in the world?  NO

BUT……


Break up of the SU and political changes in EE has led to other issues of balkanization, devolutionary forces, irredentism.  Also, the Russian Federation is facing a lot of economic and political problems as it transitions from a communist country to a democratic state with free market principles.  Also hold over problems in Chechnya (places that have not and do not want to be part of Russia)

What are some of the other trends and issues we are seeing in the Western World today


Supranationalism (nearly every part of the world seeing supranationalist organizations cropping up (some continue from the cold war period NATO/EU, some new ones starting NAFTA, ACS, Mercosur, Andean community, .... Many of the latter in So. Am have helped to bring the nations of that continent together (before in isolation).


Migration and demographic trends:  Immigration changes in the US before primarily European, now mainly Asian and Hispanic which is changing the ethnic make-up of America.  In Australia, we talked about the immigration issues.  Until the 1970s primarily European immigration.  Now many more Asian immigrants.  Again changing the ethnic make-up of the country.  So. America: continent of plural societies


Regional disparities: In the US discussed issues of city versus suburban wealth (cities used to be where the wealth was in the latter part of this century has shifted to the suburban areas leaving many poorer areas in the city.   Also discussed core/periphery issues in Mexico.  State of Chiapas feel not reaping the economic benefits that Mexico City and other larger cities have encountered.


Calls for autonomy/separation:  Again in Mexico we saw the state of Chiapas and other areas with strong indigenous populations calling for more autonomy.  In Canada, we saw Quebec voting for independence, while the Inuits just received substantial degree of self-rule in the new territory of Nunavut.


Environmental Issues: Natural hazards such as earthquakes, volcanoes caused by plate tectonics and hurricanes in the Caribbean and Middle America (Honduras).  There are also a lot of human induced problems: Water and air pollution in the US and Mexico (pic), loss of habitat and extinction of plants and animals in So. America and Australia (as well as other places), desertification problems

So, what is this discipline called geography????


When we started the quarter, I said that it literally meant the description of the earth.  In reality it is the study of the earth, its features (both human and physical) and the SPATIAL relationships between them.


It combines a number of different disciplines and looks at them spatially and changes throughout time.  

I hope you all now feel more familiar with the Western world now.  That you learned something you didn’t know before or that this class made some things became clearer to you.  And most of all that this class helps you in your daily lives so you can critically read and listen to the news reports.
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