Lecture 11 Eastern Europe Region (Regions of the realm overhead)

I am particularly interested in this region of Europe.  I lived in Vienna in 1987 and studied and visited several EE countries while I was there (Czech, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia).  I also had the chance to return to the region after the fall of communism through my work and visited Poland, Lith, Estonia, Ukraine.  Saw a lot of changes.  I hope to convey some of my experiences and impressions to you today.
A region of Physiographic, cultural and political fragmentation.  Open plains, major rivers, strategic mountains, isolated valleys and crucial corridors all have influenced EE tumultuous migrations, epic battles, foreign invasions and imperial rulers.  Ethnic and cultural differences have kept this area in constant conflict. 

Why is it a region?

2.  Important Terminology

Shatter Belt: This region is known as a shatter belt, a zone of persistent splintering and fracturing.  

Balkanization: Geographic term to describe the break-up of established order into smaller often hostile units.  Roots in the Balkan Peninsula.  The fragmentation that has occurred in this area.  Now refers to any place in the world where this happens.

Irredentism: A policy of cultural extension and potential political expansion by a state aimed at a community of its nationals living in a neighboring state. Derived from Italian word irredenta meaning unfulfilled.
3.  Regional Overview (Physical Landscapes overhead)

Physical Geography

Territorially the largest area of the realm

Topography: Approximately 2/3 Northern European Lowland (Great European Plain – most of Poland, Hungarian Plain – all of Hungary, Carpathians circle to the east, and Danube Plain-northern Bulgaria and southern Romania) and 1/3 Alpine (Carpathians and Balkan Peninsula).  Good soil and ag.  Predominately this has been an agrarian region.

PRIVATE
Ukraine’s Carpathians 

The crescent-shaped Carpathian Mountains extend eastward from Slovakia through southern Poland and Ukraine into Romania. The Ukrainian section of the Carpathians was seized from Czechoslovakia and annexed to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) by Joseph Stalin after World War II. The people of the region speak a distinct dialect of Ukrainian. 

Sovfoto/Eastfoto © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

PRIVATE
Carpathians in Ukraine 

The Ukrainian section of the Carpathian Mountains consists of a series of parallel ridges about 100 kilometers (about 62 miles) wide. Its peaks rise to the modest heights of 1,000 to 1,800 meters (3,281 to 5,905 feet). The foothills of these mountains contain rich deposits of oil, natural gas, and coal. 

Sovfoto/Eastfoto © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

PRIVATE
Fishing the Romanian Danube 

The Danube River forms part of Romania’s border with Yugoslavia and almost all of its border with Bulgaria. At 2,858 kilometers (1,776 miles), the Danube is Europe’s second-longest river after the Volga. Flowing east from Germany through the central and southeastern regions of the continent, the river turns north and east again before it splits into three branches that empty into the Black Sea. The marshy Danube delta contains a variety of fish, including caviar sturgeon. 

Miguel Martin/The Image Bank © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Climate: Bridge between West Coast Marine and continentality (temperature extremes because do not get moderating influence from the ocean) therefore colder winters and warmer summers than in western Europe

Rivers: As we have noticed in the other regions of Europe there are a lot of rivers.

Human Geography 

Ethnicity (Ethnic Mosaic Overhead): 


Eastern Slav: Russian, Ukrainian, Belarus



Western Slav: Polish, Czech, Slovak



Southern Slav: Serbo-Croatian, Slovene, Macedonian, and Bulgarian



Non-Slavs: Albanians, Hungarians, Romanian, Lithuanians, Latvians

Note Russians, Albanians, Hungarians o/s of political boundaries.

Language: (languages of Europe Overhead)-NOTE BASQUE LANGUAGE QUESTION FROM LAST TIME.

Slavic as above, Albanian, Hungarian, Romanian (Roman/Latin based), Baltic Group (Lith, Lat).  

Romani is the language of the ethnic group know as the gypsies.  Language originated in India, from which the ancestors of the original gypsies migrated into EE in the 14th century.

Hungarian-Hungarians of Asian origin, language not related to those in the region (it may be related to Finnish).  

More than ever before, the language and political borders mesh quite closely (issues: Albanians in Kosovo).  However, note the Hungarians in Slovakia, Romania, Slovenia, Croatia, and Yugo.  All remnants of a time when Hungary ruled much of the region.  Also note the enclaves of Russian language.  Many Russians moved into formed states of USSR during Soviet period and remain there today.  These are sources of conflict.  We will discuss in a bit. 

Religion 

Restrictions on religion during the communist period (exception: Poland.  Catholic church was very strong during the Soviet period.  I visited several churches while I was there the first time and they were nearly always full of worshippers.  Catholicism and polish language very strong unifying forces for Poland and two factors which make it a strong nation-state.). 

For the other countries, since the fall of communism beginning to see religion in daily life (publications, religious instruction, visit of Pope). 

Basically see two major religions. Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians.  When the Roman empire began to fall around the 3rd century AD, split into western empire (holy roman empire) and the eastern empire, which came to be called Byzantium.  Roman catholic tradition spread from the western part of Roman empire and the Orthodox Christian religion spread many to the east.

A third important religion to note is Islam.  Which as spread by the Ottoman empire in southern Europe when arrived in 13-14th c. 

The breakdown of religion is not as simple as the breakdown of ethnicity.

Roman Catholic (dominant): West Slavs (Poles, Czechs, Slovak), Hungarians, Slovene (S. Slav), and Croats (S. Slavs)
Eastern Orthodox:  East Slavs (Russians, Ukrainians, Belarussions) Serbs (South Slav),  Macedonians (South Slav), Bulgarians (South Slav) and Romanians.  

Muslim: Albania and Bosnia Herzegovina (the prime reason for the creation of B-H was in fact the large population of Serbo-Croatian speaking Muslims, called Bosnians

The return of religion has  led to problems: one of the reasons for the split in Czech was differing religious  values.  Slovakia (conservative), Czech Rep. (liberal).  Splits within a religion

Also see splits because of religion:  One reason for the creation of Bosnia, was the predominately Serbo-Croatian speaking Muslim population

Another interesting split related to religion.  Note the Serbs are predominately Orthodox and the Croats are predominately Catholic.  Both are southern Slavs and speak the same language.  They use, however, a different alphabet. Orthodox missionaries from Constantinople (Istanbul) brought their alphabet, called Cyrillic (based on the Greek characters).  Therefore the Cyrillic alphabet was introduced into most Orthodox dominant ethnic groups (Serbs, Macedonians, and Bulgarians,  Russians, Ukrainians) Romania is an exception. Roman Catholic cultural areas as well as protestant areas use the Roman alphabet.  One result: Serbs and Croats both speak same language (Serbo-Croation) and were living in the same country for many years using different alphabets (Serbs Cyrillic, Croats roman).  And with this one sees a tradition of the Serbs looking east and the Croats looking west. 
Regional History (Overhead from Clausen Book)  (Notes: Albania 1912 free from Ottoman Rule, Greece 1829-1912 (???), Romania/Bosnia/Serbia 1878, Bulgaria 1908—Ottomans conquered Constantinople 1453 and pushed into E. Europe.  After WWI European powers took over its provinces and made them into colonies (in the Middle East)

Many were included in Roman Empire

1815: bunch of empires

1914: Ottoman empire starting to crumble, lost most of European territory, and new territories created—German Empire/Austro-Hung Empire/Russian Empire

1919: Austria and Prussia were defeated and carved up, Russia weakened by Bolshevik Rev and lost territory.  Begin to est. nation states.

1945: Russia expansion won got Baltics, rolled over EE

Soviet Control (Former EE Overhead JW)

Soviets fought together with US, France and Britain to defeat Germany.  Soviets fought from the East and the rest fought from the West.  Essentially where the Soviet Army met the US, British and French armies formed a division between east and west. 

Under Soviet rule, an “iron curtain” was drawn between western Europe and eastern Europe (show former EE Overhead)
Immediately after WWII, Soviet-trained communists stepped into position of leadership and transformed (often with the help of the soviet army) these countries into People’s republics or people’s democracies, with governments similar to the SU.  By 1948 Soviet-style institutions existed in all EE countries and what Winston Churchill (Britain’s PM during WWII who we talked about time regarding the United States of Europe), he termed this division between east and west an iron curtain.  EE became a buffer zone.  Some of the states which had developed after WWI (Baltic States) became part of the SU.  The still independent states of EE came under the control of the SU effectively and were termed Satellite states.  We talked last time about the  organizations that were established between the countries of EE and the Soviet Union following the creation of NATO, economic associations through COMECON and security through the Warsaw Pact.  NOT SUPRANATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Implications: 
1. One-part dictatorial governments

2. National economies planned by the governments (collectivized ag in order to better control it and to aid in the build up of large state owned enterprises).  State controlled production targets/output

3. Private ownership was largely abolished in manufacturing, mining, communications, commerce and services

4. abolition of independent trade unions

Collectivization:  bringing together of individual land holdings into ag units (gov org, gov controlled).  State mandated production goals.  Collective farms owned and worked jointly by peasant families who shared the proceeds. There were also state farms, but most collective.

Collective Ag-private holdings liquidated (mostly), consolidated and collectivized.  Severely taxed in order to support industry.  Share proceeds.  No profit motive. Prices were set artificially low.  The combination led to apathy from farmers

Nationalized industry: existing industries taken out of private hands.  Emphasis on industrialization. Concentration on heavy industry, manufacturing of producer goods and dev of mineral resources and energy.  Inefficient industries couldn’t compete. Success measured on targets production not on profit.  Short supply of some goods, oversupply of others.

Attempts to rebel: 

Hungary: The revolution of 1956 (announced withdrawal from Warsaw Pact and asked UN to recognize Hungary as a neutral state, talk of economic reforms).  Soviet tanks moved in and crushed the revolution.

A revolt against Hungary’s Soviet-backed regime broke out in Budapest in October 1956 and spread quickly to other parts of the country. The revolt turned violent when Soviet troops occupied Budapest, killing hundreds of people. 
Erich Lessing/Magnum Photos

Czech 1968 (jan-august): began to institute a program of economic and political reforms.   Religion, press opened up. Movement towards democracy.  Soviet and other Warsaw pact armies crushed the movement.

In early 1968 Czechoslovakia’s Communist leaders introduced a reform movement that became known as the Prague Spring. Leaders of the Soviet Union were threatened by the reforms, and in August they sent Warsaw Pact troops to invade Czechoslovakia. Prague residents stoically resisted, but the occupation eventually managed to reestablish a tightly controlled Communist state loyal to the Soviet Union. 
CTK/SOVFOTO-EASTFOTO

There were a lot of other activities going on underground, however, that could not be fully stopped. Just has I mentioned religion in most EE countries was suppressed, so was access to Western literature.  For example, I had a Polish teacher in Vienna.  I went to visit her at her house.  Western novels (Grapes of Wrath, Death of a Salesman).  Things to us that would seem innocuous were illegal.  

Another point, just because communist doesn’t mean that communist laws always prevailed.  Sometimes higher allegiances prevailed.  Here let’s talk about irredentism (this idea of cultural and perhaps ultimately political extension across political boundaries).   Mark on train from Hungary to Austria (returning to school).  Man in his train car had some problems at the border.  Mark did not know what the problems were at first.  Once crossed border from Hungary into Austria   The man was Romanian and was trying to defect to western Europe.  He was ethnically Hungarian.  He was allowed a vacation pass to go to Hungary (received permission from gov to travel to Hungary because he was a race car fan).  At the border between Hungary and Austria, he did not have permission to cross, no papers.  But because of his ethnicity the Hungarian border guards supported his wish rather than doing what were supposed to do (detain and send back to Romania).IRREDENTISM  Cultural extension aimed at a community of its nationals living in a neighboring state.

Independence from Soviet Rule

Left: A man sitting on the Berlin Wall, which divided East and West Germany from 1961 to 1989, raises a fist and cheers the dismantling of the wall. The wall was a symbol of the Cold War—the struggle between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and its allies, which included East Germany, and the United States and its allies, which included West Germany. The Cold War dominated international relations from just after World War II (1939-1945) until the early 1990s. 
Paul Turnley/CORBIS-BETTMANN

Right: On November 9, 1989, the former East German government lifted travel and emigration restrictions to the West. Within hours, thousands of Germans from both the East and West flocked to the wall that had stood as a barrier between them for 28 years. The wall, erected by the East German government in 1961, was eventually dismantled by the citizens of both countries. 
German Information Center

Began in 1989:Belin wall came down.  Independence began in 1989, first was Poland others followed that year and into the 1990s.  Berlin wall came down).  As this was happening, Gorbi stated that his country had no political right or moral right to intervene in the domestic affairs of EE.  New countries developed with the collapse of the SU in 1991 (Belarus, Ukraine, Baltic States, Moldova).

Changes:


Democratic Governments emerge


Capitalist economies


Privatization of state and ag industries.

Modern Scene (Current EE map JW)

Economy: (Infra/ideology all had to change)

Transition to market economies, eliminating restrictions on private sector, converting land,  ag, and industry  to private ownership, 

Trying to build capitalist economies from remains of non-productive, non-competitive state owned enterprises.  Infrastructure outdated.  Very difficult. For years did not have to compete, subsidized by the government.  Now have to compete. 

Despite considerable progress in EE industry still less industrialized and poorer economic outlook than WE.  Since 1989 EE has seen major price increases and increased unemployment.  According to UNDP, EE, Russia and the former SU countries was the only region in the world to witness a drop in the HDI. 

Explain HDI:>>>>>>>>>>

 Many GDP/capita rates dropped in the 1990s.  Some starting to see a turn around others not.

GNP per capita lowest in realm, ranges from Moldova $590 to Czech republic $4740.  Next lowest in Realm is Greece ($11,420).  US is $28,020

Regional disparities pulling countries apart (Czech., I also mentioned religion), Czech better off.

Also difficult on the social side.  People who lived under communism were guaranteed job, house, pension, low food prices.  Now having to fend for themselves, unemployment, higher food prices.  Lead to dissent, perhaps it was better under communism.

The change to a market economy without the appropriate laws to regulate, police, has also led to corruption and wild west feeling. 

Related issue: Pollution is another problem having to face.  The heavy use of coal was during communist time.  And more recently nuclear radiation.  Talk about pollution in Krakow. hospital in Ukraine, children born.
Collective Security: 
Partnership with NATO and EU weigh heavily on mind

Ethnic Problems: I mentioned the issue of Hungarians and irredentism (Romania).  

Slovakia: Ethnic problems in Slovakia, 11% Hungarian, based near border with Hungary.  Ethnic tensions and problems between Slovakia and Hungary have come up since independence as Slovak gov tried to restrict the use of the Hungarian language and has disadvantaged the Hungarians.
PRIVATE
History in Bratislava 

The 15th-century cathedral of Saint Martin stands in central Bratislava, capital and largest city of the central European nation of Slovakia. The city lies on the north bank of the Danube in western Slovakia near the Austrian border. Originally a 1st-century Roman fortification, the city served as capital of Hungary from 1536 to 1638. In addition to being a railroad and river-traffic hub, Bratislava produces chemicals, cloth, machinery, and petroleum products. 

Luis Castaneda/The Image Bank © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Russian Minorities in former soviet republics (Ukraine, bela, lat, lith):  there has been large tensions between Russia and these countries over the fate of the Russian expats in these countries.  Were discriminated against.  Not allowed citizenship in some cases (or naturalization slow).  Situation appears to be getting better.  


PRIVATE
RÌga: Old and New 

The Latvian capital city of RÌga lies on the Daugava River (also called the Western Dvina), not far from the river’s mouth on the Gulf of RÌga. Founded in 1201, Old Riga still has many medieval-era buildings. Now a major Baltic seaport, modern RÌga produces electrical goods, vehicles, agricultural equipment, and chemicals. The city is also a scientific and cultural center and home to the Latvian Academy of Sciences and a number of other educational institutions. 

Steven Burr Williams/The Image Bank © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Bulgaria: Bulgarian state did not emerge until 1878 when the Russian czar’s armies drew the Turks out of this area.  Slavic Bulgars (86%) never forgot this and were faithful to SU.  Discrimination against Turks.  Prohibit language and Turkish names.  Economy poor.  Having difficulty changing to market economy.


PRIVATE
Bulgarian Rebirth 

Rilski Monastery (Rilski Manastir), on the Rila River in western Bulgaria, is famed as the birthplace of Bulgarian nationalism. The fortress-like monastery in the Rila Mountains was founded in the 9th century and has since been damaged by avalanches and fire. After Bulgaria fell to the Ottoman, or Turkish, Empire at the end of the 14th century, the monastery served as a repository of Bulgarian culture and art. In 1877 Rilski was the site of an uprising against the Ottoman conquerors. That rebellion was crushed, but Bulgaria gained its independence in 1908. Today the monastery, now a World Heritage Site, is a popular tourist attraction and much of it is a museum. 

Margot Granitsas/Photo Researchers, Inc. © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 


From my more recent trips, things have changed.  Economies improving, Seeing more foreign investment.  Still remain many obstacles as we have discussed.
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