Gypsies: Roma

arrive in Europe about 500 years ago.  Called Gypsies b/c mistakenly thought were from Egypt.  Not until some time later (~18th century) discovered were from NW India and the language (Romani) is related to certain dialects in the region (NW India).  Make up Europe’s largest minority population largest concentration in SE and central Europe.  But also in France and Spain historically renown as wanderers, majority now live in stable communities.

Roma tribes broken into clans and clan leaders sometimes adopt title of king/queen (title of respect more than political meaning).

1.  Introduction to Europe

Why are we starting with Europe???

Many text books start with North America.  Why are we starting with Europe?

Many of the traditions we see in the rest of the Western world originated in Europe (political systems, science/technology, capitalism, language).  In addition, the region continues to influence other realms in political, economic, cultural and intellectual areas.  

Two questions we need to try to answer today:

1.  What makes Europe a realm?

2.  What features have assisted Europe in achieving world power? 

Related to its Physical Geography, Culture and its History

2. General Features: (Overhead 12)

Borders:  Bounded on west by Atlantic, North by Arctic and North seas and south by Mediterranean, Black, Aegean.   Eastern boundary debatable, some state boundary is the Ural mountains (Physical feature), others stop at the Russian border for political and cultural reasons.  Even though, SU dominated much of Eastern Europe for most of this century, many of the Eastern European countries maintain ethnic, religious, and ideological differences from Russia.  Therefore, our textbook considers the Russian border as the eastern border of the European realm.

(Overhead Wheeler 15)

Area: 2.2 million square miles covering 39 countries, just under 2/3 rds of the US 

Population: 582 million, approx. 2 times the US (256 persons per square mile, NA 43/sq mile) 

Population density: highest of all the realms we will be looking at.  Extremes from Iceland 8 persons per square mile to Netherlands with 1200 per square mile


Population Growth Rate

-Percentage change in population over a particular time frame (usually 1 year).

Population growth rate: 0%, most of the negative growth rates are in EE (migration)



b

Gross National Product:  Helps us measure level of country’s development

GNP: Is GDP plus income from labor and capital working or invested abroad less deductions for payments to those who live abroad (non-Americans) (total value of goods and services produced by Americans only no matter where located in the world.  Does not include value of goods and services in the US originating from a foreign source, e.g. Japanese investor in the US)

Per capital GDP, GDP divided by a country’s population

GNP/capita:  average 16,217.  However there is a wide range of economies.  South and Eastern Europe tend to be poorer, and northern and western europe tend to be on par with the US or wealthier on average. 
See how deceiving because range from Moldova at 590 to Czech republic 4720 to Portugal at 10160 to Switzerland at 44350. 

Human Development Index

A composite statistic calculated from information on life expectancy, educational attainment, and income.

If look at economic map of world, Europe looks rather wealthy and it is in general, but there is quite a bit of disparity.  If we look at GDP/Capita--Germany >28K, France >26K, but south and east incomes tend to fall.  But also note the HDI.  Income is only a factor.  Spain’s per capita income less than Germany, but when take into consideration other factors (life expectancy and education) Spain’s HDI higher than Germany.  France and Canada above US.  Also note that even though Slovenia’s income almost twice per person than Czech rep. per capita gdp, their HDI rankings about the same.

3/4.  Europe’s Physical Geography (Overhead 12)

Irregular Outline:


Europe is a continent full of peninsulas and islands


Peninsulas: Scandinavian, Iberian, Italian, and Balkan


Islands: Great Britain, Ireland, Sicily, Iceland
Conducive for ports and harbors, which has historically has offered relatively easy circulation of goods and ideas

Northerly location:


35 degrees to 70 degrees north latitude 

Much of Europe lies north of the US mainland 

Temperate Climate:

Northerly Latitude is deceiving.  (e.g. London has similar climate to Richmond, VA which is 950 miles farther south).  The more moderate climates in Europe are in large part a result of the warm ocean currents from the North Atlantic Drift. So while Norwegians have humid temperate climate, Canadians have cold climate

Varied Topography

Central Uplands: hills and small plateaus, forests, contains majority of coal fields, part of a raw material laden backbone that extends across the middle of Europe from England eastward to the Ukraine

Northern European Lowland: Southern France, thru Belgium, the Netherlands, northern Germany, and Poland.  Also includes England, Denmark and southern Sweden, fertile soil.  Most densely populated region.  Good example of human/physical relationship.

Alpine Mountains: Part of a larger, earthquake prone mountainous system that extends into North Africa and SW Asia.  Formed by African Tectonic Plate moving north and the Eurasian Plate moving to the SE. Alps, Pyrenees(between Spain and France one of Europe’s true physical borders, Apennines in Italy, Dinaric (di-Nahr-rick)in Yugoslavia, and Carpathians in Eastern Europe.  This rugged landscape did provide some barriers which enhanced internal regional difference but  has not inhibited trade, mountain passes have been traversed for a long period of time. 

Western Uplands: rugged margins of Scandinavia, Scotland, Ireland, Brittany in France, Portugal and Spain.  Not part of the Alpine system.  Older formations, contrasting with relatively young, earthquake prone Alpine mountains, and have been worn down by glaciers

Importance of Rivers:

Europe possesses a multitude of navigable rivers: many of them flowing through the fertile Northern European Lowland area towards the North Sea and Atlantic Ocean.  You will need to know these rivers so I encourage you to review your atlases.

 (Garonne (guh RONE), Loire (Luh-WAHR), Seine (Sane), Rhine, Weser (VAY-zuh), Elbe, and the Oder, Vistula, Danube, Dneiper (NYE-per), Thames, and Po Rivers. Seaports: London on Thames, Rotterdam on the Rhine delta and Hamburg on the Elbe 

 Economically important for transportation, energy generation, and water supply. 

Relative Location: 

(OVERHEAD)Europe is one of the most centrally located landmasses globally.  As a result it has shorter relative distances to many other realms in the world.  This combined with the ease of ocean access has put Europe in a prime position for global network with other countries in the world.   So the rivers assist with internal trade and the relative location to other continents and ocean access assist foreign commerce and communication. 

5.  Cultural Landscape

Languages



Quite diverse as can see from overhead


Today there are three dominant language families:



1.  Romance 





evolved from Latin, the language of the Roman Empire




regional dialects survived after the fall of the Roman Empire in the 5th century BC




became Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Romanian

2. Germanic

Root is from Germanic tribes on the coast of Germany and Scandinavia

Evolved into English, Dutch, Danish, Swedish, Icelandic, Norwegian

3. Slavic: dominant in Eastern Europe, Russia

Point out Basque, Hungarian and Albanian languages: flash points will discuss later.

Many languages overlap political boundaries: Switzerland has four languages (Italian, French, German, and Roman), Belgium (French and Dutch)



Religions


Predominantly Christian, including:

1. Roman Catholic: emerged during the Roman Empire.  Today it is the principal faith in Europe.  Roman Catholic Church is headed by the Pope who resides in Vatican City (separate political unit from Italy)

2. Protestant:  16th century = Protestant Reformation in northern European plains.  Greatly affected religious beliefs in Great Britain, Northern Germany, Netherlands, Scandinavia, Ireland, Finland

3. Eastern Orthodox Christian Church: (Rome split east and west, west portion declined in 5th century, east became byzantium fell in 15th century) During the Middle Ages it was the center of Christianity in Constantinople (now Istanbul, Turkey).  Dominant in Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, Macedonia, Russia, and the Ukraine.  Orthodox = right believing in Greek. Icons 

4. Other minority religions as a result of previous empires ruling parts of Europe as well as from immigration to Europe (Islam, Judaism, Hindu).

Islam: introduced by the Ottomans who ruled Turkey from the 14th-WWI .  Muslims in Balkan Peninsula

Judaism: migrated from the Middle East to Europe and constituted a minority in many countries

Ottomans conquered Constantinople in 1453.  Then pushed into EE.  Bulgaria 1393, Hungary 1541 (see page 293).

6/7. Europe’s History

Greek and Roman Civilization-Centered in southern Europe, interaction with north Africa and SW Asia.  Borrowed extensively from these civilizations

- Ancient Greece (776BC - 31BC)

Greece was probably Europe’s first great civilization

Significant achievements in political science, philosophy, science, mathematics

(PS) Political structure an outgrowth of physical landscape.  Land of mountain ranges and small coastal plains.  Each of plains was settled by a self-governing community, called a city-state (polis, metropolis, politics, cosmopolitan, metropolitan).   Within the city-state, the citizens (which did not mean everyone but greater participation than under a monarchy or aristocracy) directly participated in the decision making process and participated in the law courts and political assembly, debate and persuasion vital skills, laid foundation for today’s democratic institutions (idea of the Senate came from the Greeks)

(Philosophy and Science) Concept of the scientific method started with Aristotle (Hypothesis/testing), foundation for geometry laid (Euclid), solar system deduced and earth’s circumference measured by Eratosthenes in about 234

See importance, we still try to trace back the roots of our scientific ideas and political institutions (Greek on buildings of higher education, law, government)

Internal discord led to ultimate decline, city-states fiercely independent and at war frequently

- Roman Republic and then Empire (further West)  31BC - 410AD

Greek culture major component of Roman civilization, built on Greece’s achievements

Landmass: Britain to Persian Gulf and Black Sea to Egypt at its peak in second century AD

Large area was major opportunity for exchange of ideas, concepts and innovations

Rome was capital, first metropolitan-scale urban center in Europe (first major city like we know of today)

Some major legacies included:

-Language

Latin was the lingua franca of Rome and modern romance languages such as French, Spanish, and Italian are derived from Latin

-Urban Tradition

Major characteristic of Roman Empire

Many of cites built up by Romans continue to prosper today (London, Vienna)

-Roman Law

Established system of individual ownership of private property


Instituted system of contracts which aided commerce and trade

-Infrastructure

Unparalleled network of highways (transport goods and soldiers) and waterways to support economic growth and development

-Areal Functional Specialization

Isolation to order and connectivity in economic and political spheres (farmland, irrigation schemes, mines and workshops appeared)

Resulted in specialization based on comparative advantage:  particular people and places began to specialize in production of particular good based on the mineral resources, labor, soil and climate.  Areas that have complementary resources (fruit in Italy and coal in England)
Holy Roman Empire - effort to revive the Western Roman Empire, mainly headed by German States.  By time of its collapse in early 19th century it had long been neither holy, nor roman nor an empire

- Middle Ages

5th C. decline of Roman Empire (for 1000 years nothing replaced)

Internal dislocation (e.g. Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain from Danish shores

Devolution of power to local rulers but many under rule of kingdom of France or holy roman empire,

weak, vulnerable to invasions from outside: from North Africa (Arab-Berber Moors in Iberia) and  from SW Asia (Ottoman Turks invaded Eastern Europe-14th century Bulgaria 1393, Greece 1460, Bosnia 1463, Hungary and Transylvania 1541, REMEMBER BATTLE IN KOSOVO 1389, see page 293 de Blij)

Most of scholarly work conducted in monasteries.  Focus on Christianity.

Franks into France, Allemanni settled in Germany)

During the Middle Ages in Europe, which historians date from about the 5th century to the 15th century AD, peasants became legally bound to live and work in one place in servitude to wealthy landowners. In return for working the land of the owner, known as the lord, these peasants, called serfs, received a crude house, a small adjoining plot of ground, a share of the surrounding fields, some farm animals, and protection from outlaws and other lords. The serf gave part of his own crop to the lord as payment of rent and was subject to many other payment obligations and taxes. Serfdom differed from slavery because serfs had the right to own property, could not be sold, and could theoretically purchase their freedom from their lords. 
Culver Pictures

- Renaissance 

Second ½ of 14thc. Modern Europe emerged

Renaissance—

Rebirth (Discovery of Pompeii, ruined ancient city in SW Italy at foot of mount Vesuvius, AD 79 covered in ash-Roman-high level of culture and civilization, got people excited) 

 what were the ideals, university systems started to expanded


Interest in Greek/Roman achievements in science and government

Monarchies overtook feudal lords => beginning of the ideas of  nation-states/new national consciousness—individuals part of a larger whole not just John’s serf (monarchies later replaced by representative governments as cities and towns began to prosper).

Age of exploration which began through innovations in ship building: look for wealth. Began the spread of European ideas 

The momentum fueled revolutionary changes in ag, industry, politics

The School of Athens (1510-1511) is one of several frescoes that Italian Renaissance artist Raphael painted in the Vatican Palace’s Stanza della Segnatura. The fresco, which depicts ancient Greek philosophers and scholars, such as Plato and Aristotle (center), is considered a masterpiece in the portrayal of the artistic ideals of the Renaissance. It also illustrates the importance of classical studies to literary and cultural achievements of the era. 
Sacla/Art Resource, NY

One of the major influences of humanism during the Renaissance was a new focus on education as shown in this painting of Massimiliano Sforza, the son of the duke of Milan, attending to his lessons. The humanities emphasized disciplines such as history, poetry, and ethics that drew on the teachings of classical Greece and Rome. Scholars considered development of the character and the body just as important as the mind, and young people were encouraged to open themselves to all the possibilities of life. 
Biblioteca Trivulziana, Milan, Italy/Bridgeman Art Library, London, New York

Polish astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus revolutionized science by postulating that the earth and other planets revolve about a stationary sun. Copernicus drew inspiration from classical sources, but embodied the spirit of curiosity and experimentation that characterized the Renaissance approach to science. 
American Stock/Archive Photos

Italian physicist and astronomer Galileo maintained that the earth revolved around the sun, disputing the belief held by the Roman Catholic church that the earth was the center of the universe. He refused to obey orders from Rome to cease discussions of his theories and was sentenced to life imprisonment. Galileo's work influenced other Renaissance scientists and encouraged the development of the scientific method. 
Culver Pictures

During the Middle Ages in Europe, which historians date from about the 5th century to the 15th century AD, peasants became legally bound to live and work in one place for wealthy landowners. As part of this seignorial system, the tenant received a crude house, a share of the surrounding fields, some farm animals, and protection from outlaws in return for working the lord's land. This system began to break down when trade increased and towns developed. 
Culver Pictures

In 1492 explorer Christopher Columbus departed on his first journey in search of a quicker route to Asia. On this voyage Columbus encountered the islands which became known as the West Indies, in the Caribbean Sea. Here, Columbus takes leave of Ferdinand V and Isabella, the Spanish rulers who sponsored his first expedition. Exploration became an important element in international rivalries for economic and political power. 
THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE

The growth of trade and the rise of wealthy cities in Italy helped to encourage the political and cultural achievements of the Renaissance. Within the walls of these thriving urban centers lived an increasingly diverse mix of social and economic groups. This portion of a fresco by 14th-century painter Ambrogio Lorenzetti of Siena illustrates the energy and bustle of city life. 
Archivo Iconografico, S.A./Corbis

During the Renaissance townspeople challenged the dominance of the church in everyday life. Humanism reflected some of the changes in values of the new urban society, but also focused on ways of improving humanity. Flemish artist Quentin Massys painted Money Changer and his Wife (1514, Louvre, Paris) as a witty commentary on greed. The banker’s wife pretends piety by leafing through a religious book, while stealing a glance at her husband’s gold. 
Erich Lessing/Art Resource, NY

8. Revolutions

Europe was transformed after the renaissance due to a number of different revolutions which helped to shape Europe economically and politically. 

- Agrarian Revolution (17th and 18th centuries)

Moved farming from subsistence level =>profit making enterprises

New agricultural developments (scientific animal breeding, development of new tools, intro of crop rotation and new crops—e.g. the potato)=>Greater productive use of land  

Production of food more efficient and could support increasing urban population

Major changes in European farming that preceded the IR


- Industrial Revolution (18th c into 19th c)—Overhead 13
Labor freed up from ag, where available to do something else.  During this period, industries and factories started (replaced small shops). Machines were introduced (steam powered engine, spinning and weaving equipment.  As a result, production faster, more efficient. 

Resulted in Europe’s modern spatial organization, growth of industrial and urban core areas — The cities that had developed (many of which during the roman period) expanded and for the first time in Europe’s history the urban pop outnumber the rural pop. (Paris, Prague, Brussels, Berlin)

Major industrial centers began to develop near coal fields and manufacturing centers developed near growing urban centers.   

The textile industry was one of the first industries to be mechanized in 18th-century Britain. These women worked in a textile mill in Lancashire, in northwestern England. 
Hulton Getty Picture Collection

Many towns throughout Britain became manufacturing centers during the Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries. Newcastle upon Tyne, in northeastern England, became important for steel production and shipbuilding. 
Hulton Getty/Tony Stone Images

- Political Revolutions 

French Revolution (1789-1795) began the demise of monarchies in Europe.  Inspired in part by the American Revolution in 1776 and resulted in the inclusion of the common people in the political process.  Ideas were in the air.

Long history of experimentation with democracy, but the political revolutions led to first real taste of it

Popular revolutions supported by rising sense of nationalism which had its roots in the Ren.,led to the overthrow of monarchies

These are some of the major historical events that helped shape modern Europe.

Beginning On July 14, 1789 an angry mob, tired of the oppressive brutality of the French monarchy, captured the Bastille, the royal prison in Paris. 
Giraudon/Art Resource, NY

9. Why a Realm?? 
Summarize what we have looked at, how does all this help us explain why Europe is a Realm?  despite diverse cultures, languages, religions?


Greek and Roman Traditions


Political systems (roots of democracy)


Urban tradition (Rome, industrial revolution)

Over 70% of population lives in towns/cities.  Started in Roman period and continued during IR

Large cities are crucibles of nations’ cultures 

Concept of the primate city:  one that personifies the nation’s culture and is often the nation’s capital city (Paris, London, Athens, Vienna, Warsaw, …



Concepts of private property and contracts 

Spatial Interaction (variety leads to integration)

Europe has a wide variety of climates, natural resources and cultures.  The concept of areal specialization, which was started by the Romans, and is supported by a strong network of highways and waterways, continues today and has enhanced Europe’s economic growth.


Industrialization

The Industrial Revolution started in Europe and moving the economy quite rapidly out of agriculture into manufacturing and led to significant growth in the European economy as a whole.  Build up of cities.



10. Why is Europe so Important

These ideas that we just discussed that make Europe a realm (political traditions, industrialization, Christianity, concepts of private property and contracts), these ideas were spread to other countries in the Western world by Europeans beginning in the 15th century during the Age of Exploration and continued through the work of traders, missionaries and colonizers into the 20th century.
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