U2 Bloody Sunday

U2 from Dublin (Republic of Ireland)

January 30, 1972.  British Army opened fire on unarmed civilian demonstrators in Bogside, Derr, Ireland, killing 14 and wounding several others (28 shot in total).   The demonstrators were protesting internment (which was prison without trial to counter terrorism problems) Six months later the Irish Republican Army set of 22 bombs in Belfast (Northern Ireland) killing 11 people.  In same year NI Parliament abolished and British imposed direct rule.

The British government appointed Widgery Tribunal found the soldiers not guilty of shooting dead the 13 civilians.  Now being reexamined by British government.

This was the beginning years of what turned out to be a thirty year long Catholic-Protestant conflict where 3000 people died

Regions of European Realm

Five major regions grouped by proximity, environment, historic association, cultural similarities, social parallels and economic linkages.  See many of the same themes in each of the regions that help define the European Realm

Definitions to put issues in perspective 

Nations
Groups of people with similar cultures and ethnicities often group together to form states, nations or sometimes nation-states. It is important to understand the differences.

State (Country): 

Self-governing political units having recognized boundaries with other countries. 

 There are approximately 180 countries in the world today.

Examples: Germany, France, Norway

Nation:  

A group of tightly knit people sharing bonds of language, ethnicity, religion etc.

A country can have more than one nation (e.g. Great Britain: English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish).  When countries possess more than one nation, there is potential for conflict.

1.  Homogeneity:   a nation comprises a group of tightly knit people who speak a single language, have a common history and share the same ethnic background, and are united by common political institutions.  (Basque, Irish, Scots)

2.  National Spirit: But cultural homogeneity may not be as important as possessing a national spirit (Switzerland-different languages but strong national spirit).

Nation-State: Politically organized territory occupied by people with a unified national consciousness.

A political unit comprising a clearly delineated territory and inhabited by a substantial population.  Sufficiently well organized to possess a certain measure of power, the people consider themselves to be a nation, with certain emotional and other ties that are expressed in their most tangible form in the state’s legal institutions, political system, and ideological strength.  Supporting this is a government that works to ensure the forces unifying the state prevail over those that would drive it apart.  

France and Poland are generally considered nation-states .

Czechoslovakia was a state that contained two nations. It broke into two nation states. 1993
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Centripetal versus Centrifugal forces

Centripetal forces: 

Forces within a state that that tend to bind it together 
 unifying and strengthening it.  

Examples: sense of commitment to the political system (US), a region, ethnicity

Charismatic leader: Tito in Yugoslavia

Centrifugal forces:


Forces within a state that tend to pull it apart 


These forces are disunifying and divisive and can cause internal strife

Examples: religious conflict, racial strife, linguistic differences, differing beliefs/outlooks


Language in Canada, religion in Northern Ireland, economic differences. 

When centrifugal forces outweigh centripetal forces, this can lead to a break-up of a state: SU and Yugo in 1991, Czech in 1993.

All states have both forces
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Core-periphery:  Core area is the foci of human activity, functioning as leading region of control and change (i.e. a country or region’s heartland, its largest population cluster, most productive and influential region, the area possessing the greatest centrality and accessibility that usually contains power capital cities).  Periphery is the rest, the marginal extremities.  Sometimes the relationship between the two is referred to as the haves and the have nots.  This is a theme we will encounter throughout today’s lecture.

Regions: Functional versus Formal

European Regions

1. Western Europe

2. British Isles

3. Nordic Europe

4. Mediterranean Europe

5. Eastern Europe (Lecture 8)

3. General Facts:

Point: Small region, with small percent of global population, but extremely wealthy on average

Review some of the points we discussed in Tuesdays lecture:

Physical Geography:  

Moderate climate and fertile soil set the scene for the Agricultural revolution

Contains mineral resources that played a key role in the Industrial Revolution (coal superior to charcoal in iron production)

Rivers and proximity to oceans and seas were conducive for internal and external trade and communication

Human Geography —In General!!!!


Industry: urban-based manufacturing and service industries.  Only 2-3% of the population 
involved in ag

Urbanization: high level of urbanization (71%) and as you may have guess highly industrialized.



Political: transition from socialism to capitalism (more privatization of government 


enterprises)

Population: zero percent population growth (population implosion: to keep stable pop, approx. 2 children for every couple.  In europe, birth rate approx. 1.4%, no country 2.0%.  Why so low? Urbanization, career women, start families later.  Major issues: how smaller younger pop care for growing older pop, increases taxes, hurts businesses, prompts young and businesses to leave, even more difficult.)

Standard of living: amongst highest in standards of education and health and income

Excluding Eastern Europe: European Realm

Less than 10% of global population (less than 10%)

Approx. 3% of global land area 

Approx. 1/3 of global total GDP (approximately 1/3)

4.  Western Europe (Overhead 18)

Countries: France, Belgium, The Netherlands, Luxembourg, (BENELUX) Germany, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Austria
Heart of the Realm (Figure 1-12)


Physical Environment: 

Topography: Three different topo regions: Alpine to Central Uplands to North European lowlands, lots of rivers flowing through region.  Extremely important for trade and communication.  

Climate: Predominantly Marine West Coast Climate: Atlantic Influences, mild winters and cool summers, plentiful precipitation.  

Minerals sources, good soil, as a result, MOST DENSELY POPULATIONED REGION

Human:

Cultural: NOT HOMOGENEOUS

Languages: Germanic and Romance groups (2 of 3 we discussed)

Religion: Germany Protestant, the remaining countries are predominantly Roman Catholic 

Historical: Heart of two world wars during this century, major political and economic consequences

Economic: economies devastated by the wars, Marshall Plan instituted (massive amounts of US aid to assist in the rebuilding of the economies in Europe).  Western European countries responded quickly and become the center of economic power for Europe (Shift from Great Britain).  Now includes some the world’s richest countries.  Current economic activities range from agriculture to advanced technology ( fiber optic cable production France)

Political: Consequence of the war was a divided Germany. Country divided e/w since the end of WWII.  Not only was the country divided but the city of Berlin within East Germany was divided politically and physically with the building of the wall (built in 1961 to stop the migration of people from East Berlin to West Berlin.  

The Berlin Wall will be remembered as the single most visible symbol of the Cold War. It stretched for 160 kilometers (100 miles) around the entire city of West Berlin. On 9 November 1989 as East Germany’s Communist regime collapsed, the Berlin Wall was opened at last. As East Berliners crossed over into the western part of the city, people from both sides began smashing the despised wall. Today, only a few remnants linger as bitter reminders of the Cold War years.

Alexandra Avakian/Woodfin Camp & Associates, Inc. © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
The wall came down in 1989 and in 1990 Germany was reunified.   Most peopled favored the reunification, but it has not been easy. Overnight West Germany had to absorb a neighbor about half the size of Oregon (OR pop 3 m) with a pop of over 17 million.(E. Germany had outdated industrial system, polluted environment, infrastructure not up to W Germany standards (roads, bridges, nuclear energy plants.  Had to upgrade or close down.  System of collectivized ag and therefore no prop rights.  Deteriorating cities. Unemployment in E greater than W.  Incomes lower in E than West.  Therefore, people moved E-W.  To cover the cost of integration, taxes (sales tax and income tax—in the former West This was on top of economic recession in early 90s. ).  STORY OF GERMANS IN BOTSWANA__LWOP FOR UP TO FIVE YEARS ALLOWED GOV JOB BACK AT SAME PAY WHEN RETURN Overall has led to increased national debt for Germany.  But. progress has been remarkable. Some people questioned if reunification would be feasible.   Germany’s GNP/cap on par with the US.  As a symbol of reunification—capital of unified Germany moving to Berlin, historical capital.

FUNCTIONAL REGION

Interesting Notes

Affiliation within Western Europe has been primarily based on economic (makes up Europe’s core economic region, wealthy region ---GNP/Capita) and for political reasons (see below): 


Center for international alliances: POINT OUT ON MAP



NATO-Brussels



EU-Strasbourg, France and Brussels, Belgium (co-capitals of the European Union)



UN’s World Court—The Hague, Netherlands


Berlin: was cap of Germany before WWII.  Then E. Berlin cap of E. Germany.  Bonn cap. Of West Germany.  W. Berlin occupied by W. Allies.  Now Berlin again capital of Germany.

5. British Isles (Overhead-6.4)

Countries: R of I and United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (UK for short, often called Britain and the people are called British).  Most of UK in European Core
Welsh, Scottish, Irish, English

Physical: Topography: two major islands surrounded by smaller ones, make up British Isles.  The UK is about the size of Oregon but has pop of 59 million (OR 3).  Western Uplands and North European Lowland in SW

One of the principal physiographic features of England, as well as of the entire island of Great Britain, is the deeply indented coast. Most of the indentations are excellent natural harbors that are easily accessible to deepwater shipping, a factor that has been decisive in the economic development and imperial expansion of England. Because of the high tides that prevail along the eastern coast, a number of rivers and their estuaries provide this region with safe anchorages. (Virtual Globe)


Large coal and iron ore reserves 

Climate: Marine West Coast like Western Europe.  Mild, wet climate with robust agriculture
Politics:  Two states: Republic of Ireland and United Kingdom (four provinces: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland)

History: In the 17th-19th century, Britain was major economic and colonial (largest) power.  By 19thc. England controlled almost ¼ of earth’s surface.  As a result Britain basically had monopoly power over many of the raw materials and products that were in global demand.  In addition, Britain was a major source of coal which was replacing charcoal as a more efficient source of energy for iron smelting.  Britain therefore was at the center of  the industrial revolution.   After WWII, Britain’s power declined because of collapse of colonialism and the resurgence of European mainland stemming in large part to the effects of the Marshall plan.  

UK has been a hot spot for devolutionary forces starting with Scotland and Wales:

Scotland: united in 1603, under same parliament since 1707: in early 18th century (1707) Scotland became part of England. In 1997 Scottish pop voted to institute a Scottish parliament. Scotland’s first parliament in nearly 300 years actually instituted in July 1999 (Power to raise taxes, and make decisions re ed, legal maters, local gov and health)  The first ranking party is Britain’s governing Labor party, the second is the Scottish National Party which supports independence for Scotland.  Is this just a step towards total independence? Wales too, which has been ruled by the English since middle ages,  has had move toward more autonomy. In September 1997 Welsh population voted on the creation of a Welsh Assembly to administer public services in Wales (not as powerful as Scottish parliament).  Voters approved.  UPDATE

Ireland: More violent area: Britain ruled the whole of Ireland from 17th century until 1921 (Anglo Irish Treaty, 26 counties become Irish Free State and independent, six remain in UK). Irish Free State, later changed to (1949) R of I becomes an independent state, separate from the British Commonwealth.  Before that time, many protestants from northern England settled in northeastern Ireland. When Ireland independent, Britain retained control over northern corner to protect the British citizens that had settled there.  Protestants are the majority so in the vote, voted to remain with GB. Catholic nationalist unsuccessfully lobbied for a united Ireland via constitutional means.  Later many groups, most notably the IRA resorted to violence.  Since 1960 over 3000 people have died.  Peace Negotiations began in 1997. In April 1998 Good Friday Agreement and in May 1998 (David Trimble and John Hume) voters in Northern Ireland and R of I voted to implement a peace agreement (R of I drop territorial claim to whole of Ireland, N. Ireland under British rule as long as majority of citizens want, Political bodies set up—North Ireland Assembly, N/S Ministerial Council, British/Irish Council).  There have been problems, however, in implementing this agreement. Devolutionary pressure still strong. UPDATE (Parliament)

November 1999home rule institutions (power sharing between Protestants and Catholics).  In Feb. 2000 brought back under direct British rule b/c IRA failure to make progress on disarmament.

Good Friday Agreement (1998)

Voted on by both R of I and NI and passed.  First time both sides had voted together since 1918.  The agreement leaves NI under British rule as long as a majority of its people wish.

ROI change constitution so that does not claim whole island but conforms with the wording of the agreement.

Northern Ireland Assembly (already set up): in charge of ag, finance, health, and econ dev.

12 member cabinet (SET UP????)—local gov for province for first time since 1972

North-South ministerial council (consult on mutual benefit issues)

British Irish council to meet on matters of mutual interest

Disarmament of paramilitary org  (subsequently held up progression of peace plan, finally resolved in 11/99 sort of.  Right now Trible first minister of cabinet.  Has threatened to suspend local gov in IRA does not move forward with disarmament)

Release of prisoners

PRIVATE
Children at an Orange March 

Every July thousands of Protestant Ulstermen march through the streets of Belfast to commemorate the Protestant victory at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690. The battle ended the attempt by Charles II, a Roman Catholic, to regain the English throne after he lost it to the Protestant William of Orange during the Glorious Revolution. The victory began centuries of Protestant domination. In recent years the Orange marches, traditionally seen by Catholics as symbols of Protestant oppression, have often been the focus of sectarian violence in the province. In July 1996 police in Portadown, a town about 37 kilometers (about 23 miles) outside of Belfast, ordered the annual march to be rerouted to avoid a Catholic neighborhood. After three days of fiery riots, the decision was reversed. Police escorted the Unionist marchers along their traditional route amidst chaotic Catholic protests. The week’s events, which left one person dead, served to escalate existing tensions in the area. 

F. Orr/Photoreporters © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Culture: Political turbulence supported by cultural differences—NOT HOMOGENEOUS
England: Anglo Saxon ethnicity, Church of England religion, based on Protestantism


Ireland: Gaelic ethnicity; Roman Catholic


Northern Ireland: Majority of population (56%) Protestant; 44%d Roman Catholic



Economy:  DIVERSE UK: southern England is center of hi-tech, services, most affluent, other areas not as well off (Wales, northern England).  Discovery of oil in North Sea has been helpful.  Ireland: still quite rural (nearly 50% of the population live in rural areas).   Until mid-1990s economy slow.  Became telecommunications hub for Europe which has strengthened the economy.

FUNCTIONAL REGION

Interesting Notes:

Whereas “Western European” region is major center for supranationistic org, England tried to stay out the EU. Finally in 1970s joined reluctantly.  Has tried to slow the integration and introduction of rigid regulations.

Devolutionary forces in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

1. Northern Europe (Overhead 20)

Countries: Norway, Sweden, Finland, Estonia

Except Denmark and southern Sweden (Stockholm), part of Europe’s periphery. Population: less than that of Benelux countries, but land mass nearly as large as entire European core.  LOOK AT CORE AREAS ON MAP

Physical: Discontinuous region (Except for Denmark and Estonia, isolated from rest of Europe by water.) Region of pennisulas.  Seen as transportation dead-end.  difficult environment, glaciated landforms, 

PRIVATE
Picturesque Strynsvatn Fjord 

The fjords of Norway were gouged out by massive ice-age glaciers that once covered all of Scandinavia. Some of the fjords are 1,350 meters (4,429 feet) deep, ten times deeper than most of the North Sea. 

Michael S. Yamashita © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

10,000 years ago glaciers began to recede

except Denmark, the south coast of Sweden and the west coast of Norway where there is temperate climate, the rest is cold climate even tundra in the very northern parts, 

PRIVATE
Caribou or Reindeer 

Rangifer tarandus The reindeer covers the far northern forests and tundra of Europe, Asia, and North America (where it is called a caribou). Unlike other members of the deer family, both the male and female reindeer grow antlers. In the spring the reindeer make their long migration north to give birth and feast on the tender shoots of the tundra. In the winter they return to the interior, digging up lichens with their large hooves. Roughly half of the world’s 5 million reindeer are domesticated, tended by herders in Scandinavia and Russia. 

Steve Kaufman/Peter Arnold, Inc. © & (p) 1995-1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

poorly developed soils, limited land mineral resources.  Offshore resources: North Sea (oil).  AS YOU CAN SEE MAJORITY OF POP CENTERED IN CORE REGION.

Human:

Culture:
HOMOGENEITY

Languages: Danish, Swedish, Norwegian, all mutually intelligible.

Religion: predominately Lutheran

Politics: long history of democratic and representative governments.  Individual rights and social welfare systems protected.  Women participate in politics more than any other region of the world. In Norway in 1986 woman elected PM, stayed in that position for 10 years.  In 1998, women make up 36% of Norway’s parliament, in Sweden more than 40% (at top of gender-equality ranks in legislatures round the world (US is 43rd with 13.3% of seats in House of Reps which is the larger chamber of congress)--per AP in NYT December 15, 1999

Economy: ag, manufacturing, fishing, oil exploration (industry and ag in Sweden, oil and fishing in Norway, ag in Denmark, Finland, ag and manufacturing)

FORMAL REGION

Interesting Notes:

Estonia: One of three Baltic states, part of former SU (Lith, Latvia, Estonia).  Included in this region in large part because if its linguistic ties to Finland. MET A MAN THIS WEEKEND.  From 40-91 under Soviet rule.  In addition Estonia’s e economy doing better on average than Latvia and Lithuania

Iceland: volcanic, glacier studded island (on Mid-Atlantic ridge where Eurasian and North American plates are diverging)

7.  Mediterranean Europe

Countries: Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece, Cyprus, Malta

Another peripheral region.  Only northern Italy and Spain are in Europe’s core.  Population 5X Northern europe  although territory smaller. 

Physical Geography: Topography: not great mineral resources, deforested centuries ago, Pyrenees are physical border.  Straits of Gibraltar separate Spain from North Africa (Morocco). Climate: Dry, hot summers.  Dry summers make it difficult for ag.  Therefore, predominant crops must either be irrigated or drought resistant strains.

Human

Culture: HOMOGENEOUS

Language: Romance languages (Spanish, Portuguese and Italian)

Religion: predominately Roman Catholic

Economic: 

Living standards behind the regions we have been reviewing today,

Urbanization: not as much as the rest of Europe (Portugal only 48%)

polarized economic setting---Core/Periphery


North Italy versus South Italy (Milan-Turin-Genoa: industrial zone; Po River Basin strong ag zone; the Milan area with just 9% of pop accounts for 1/3 of nation’s income. South much more dependent on ag.   Rift between North and South.  

Politics: Italy:  Northern extremists have started secessionist movement.



Spain: Catelonia-leading industrial area centered on Barcelona.  Population of 6.5 million.  The Catalonians have their own language and culture.  Basque region also strong industrial area focused on Bilboa.  Basque separatist movement focused in this region.  The fact that the two areas are important industrial areas for Spain complicates the separatist movements.   (Story of driving into Barcelona, waiting for hours in as traffic was held up after a bomb threat in the city).

Shown here are disguised members of the Basque separatist group known as the ETA (Euskadi Ta Askatasuna, Basque for "Basque Homeland and Liberty"). The ETA has used terrorist tactics to push for the Basque Country’s independence from Spain. 
Sygma

FORMAL REGION

8. Final Thoughts

Some of the regions grouped together by homogeneous cultures (Med, Nordic) others by economic factors, historic(BI) or physical features (BI) (Western Europe, British Isles).  

Overall wealthy region, but as can see there are disparities within the realm and with the regions.  There is a tendency towards supranationism (supported in large part by western European region), but that is countered by devolutionary pressures caused by cultural (languages, religion) and economic differences.
�"ETA Basque separatists," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.








