PASS OUT SYLLABUS AS COME IN

LECTURE 1. INTRODUCTION
GEOGRAPHY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
Hello, welcome back 

Course Overview
Instructor: 

Meredith Giordano

Minnesota, haven’t lived there for nearly 10 years

PhD student in the Geography department

Masters degree in International Relations

Last five years with USAID


USAID is the US governments aid agency (southern Africa and Asia)


Study/Work/Traveled in Europe, North Africa, China


Been in some of the places we will be discussing, so I have …. But do not know everything.  Please feel free to ask questions, if I do not know the answer, I will try to find out.  You can ask in class, after class or during office hours.  If too complicated, may ask wait until after class

If I am speaking too fast or not loud enough

Teaching Assistants: Lori Slane and Becky Dale, both are graduate students in the geography department and have overseas experience as well.

How to contact me:

Mail me: Geosciences Office, Wilkinson Hall 104

See me: 

-Wilkinson Hall 217

-Tuesday/Thursday 12-1  or by appointment

Call me: 737-1307

The TAs will also have office hours.  You will receive a separate syllabus from the TAs which will include that information. 

Course Objectives: 

To Introduce you to the geography of the Western World

The objective of the course is to provide an overview of the geography of the Western World. After a study of basic geographic ideas, the class will focus on four geographic realms: Europe, Russia, North America, and Middle America. For each realm, the physical geography will be presented together with an overview of historical developments and contemporary economic, social and political conditions.  

During the next lecture we will discuss in more detail the definition of a realm and the Western world.

4. Class Structure
Lectures two times per week (T/TH, 11-12)


The lecture notes will be on reserve in the library under the call number GEO 106-1 (see your syllabus).  You will need to bring copies of the lecture notes with you to lecture.  The notes will provide you with the outline of the lecture and then you can fill in the details.  There will not be time during the lecture to write everything down from the overheads, that is why it is so important that you bring copies with you.  You can photocopy or handwrite, whatever works for you.   Most of the lecture notes are no more than 15 power point slides.  

During the lecture supplementary information will be added (graphs, maps, pictures) to help you better understand the information.

The first half of the quarter’s lecture notes will be on reserve by XXXXXXXX in the library. 

Recitation 1 time per week (each of you must have signed up for a recitation section.  

The recitations will be taught by your Tas and will meet across the way in Wilkinson Hall.  The room number should be on your class schedule.  

Your TA will explain the purpose of the labs in more detail


apply materials presented in lecture


group activities


presentations/debates


essays

Grading
Recitation (35%)

1 Mid-Term Exam (30%)

1 Final Exam (35%)

Tests will cover material from the lectures and the readings so you must do both.  I don’t cover everything in the book during the lectures and the book does not cover everything that I discuss in lecture.  The exams will be multiple choice exams (60 questions, 45 factual such as the SU collapsed in which year, 15 identification questions such as number 46 on the map best represents which of the following cities). 

Both the mid-term and the final are the same length and worth the same amount.

Required Texts
Geography: Realms, Regions, and Concepts 2000

Goode’s World Atlas- Very Good Atlas

Lecture Notes are on reserve in the library and you must either hand copy or photocopy them before class and bring them to class.  The notes will give you the general outline, leaving space for you to fill in the rest.

Student Resources
Center for Writing and Learning

Educational Opportunities Program

International Program/English Language Institute


Your TAs will speak more about these resources

Class Rules-Basically General Rules of Respect
No early departures or late arrivals-you can talk to me individually if you run into a problem

Do not talk during class or you will be asked to leave.  You are free to ask questions, but no talking amongst yourselves

Do NOT start making packing up noises until I have announced that the lecture is over.   

Where are you from, those not from Oregon, not from the Northwest, not from the US

I hope you will enjoy this course.  

Reserve: Lecture notes thru midterm, test and note taking tips, syllabus

What does Geography of the Western World mean?
1. What is geography?
2. What is the Western World?
What is Geography?
Greek 

Geo: earth

Graphien:  to write

Literally means “description of the earth”

Now a broader meaning

The study of the earth, its features (both human and physical) and the relationships that exist between them


Unique in that it focuses on spatial perspective


Broad in coverage

Picture of relationships between regional geography and sciences
You can see from this slide that geography encompasses a number of disciples (geology, climatology, history, economics, sociology, demography, politics, etc.) which we will be discussing during this quarter.

This is a course on regional geography, so by region we will look at

Why is it like it is there?  What’s the difference.  To understand why, geographers look at a number of diff disciplines to answer that question.


Amalgamation of hard and social sciences (geology, meteorology, history, culture)


So that combination of geology in spatial perspective = geomorphology, meteorology in spatial 
perspective = climatology, history in spatial perspective = historical geography, etc.

Environment


Physical


Climatic

Human Setting


Historical Geography


Cultural Geography


Economic Geography


Political Geography

What is the Western World? 

-Originally referred to the location of Europe relative to Asia
Since this meaning was created before the age of exploration, the Americas, Australia and other areas were not known to Europeans 

-Now a cultural/political term
Europe had roots in Greek and Roman civilization, 

As European power spread around the world, especially starting around the 15th century, some colonies (N. Am, Australia and to a lesser extent Middle and South America) kept the political traditions of Europe and the term Western took the meaning of a country with similar political and social traditions and outlook as that of Europe. The term lost its spatial meaning. 

What is the Non-Western World? Everywhere else
Course goals: To understand the geographic basics of the Western world.  That is:

Become familiar with the location of countries, cities, and major physical features in the Western world.

Understand the geographic basics of the “Western” world (Physical Features, climate, history, culture, economics, demographics, politics)

From this you can better understand the world news (why the fighting in Chechnya, not a new issue, something that has been brewing for a long time, same with Yugoslavia -- religious, linguistic, historical roots)

We have just described the theoretical division between the Western and Non-Western World, how do we practically divide up the world between the Western and Non-Western countries?  

-Realms: Division of inhabited landmasses based on human and natural properties (this is the method used by the DeBlij textbook)-as opposed to just looking physically like with continents

13. The Geographic Realms  (Overhead number 1, overhead 10)

12 Geographic Realms
GEO 106 The Western World

GEO 105 The Non-Western World

Europe




North Africa/SW Asia

Russia




Subsaharan Africa

North America



South Asia

Middle America



East Asia

South America



Southeast Asia

Australia/New Zealand


The Pacific

Evolving--Many changes during this decade with the downfall of the SU and political changes in Eastern Europe and elsewhere

We will be discussing four of the six realms of the Western World

-Regions: A further subdivision of Realms using more inclusive criteria (area, boundaries, location, culture, ethnicity, economics
SHOW THE REALMS ON MAP

Some of the themes we will be discussing in the realms include:

Europe:


Started with a look at the early Greek and Roman civilizations and the transmission of the ideas 
from Greece and Rome to Europe, and from the eastern part of Rome (Byzantium) to Russia


These “Western” ideas were spread beyond European core and the early Russian core of Moscow 
(overseas and overland)


Political changes in Europe over the past century or so as well as recurring themes in: 


Forces binding: Multinational organizations arising out of WWII--in effort to bring countries/people together


At same time, Europe as been faced with a lot of forces pulling it apart (Devolutionary Forces) 
(breaking apart of countries—SU, Yugoslavia, Czech

Russia:

Colonial history of Russia  and the Soviet Union (different in many respects than European colonialism)

The rise of the SU and its dominance over EE and the ensuing cold war

the collapse of the SU and current political and social issues in Russia

North America:

In December 1890 troops under the command of U.S. Army General Nelson A. Miles took a band of captive Sioux to a cavalry camp along Wounded Knee Creek. When the soldiers attempted to disarm the band, shots were fired, and within a short time the federal troops had killed between 150 and 370 Sioux men, women, and children. 
UPI/THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE


European contact with local cultures (dominance and melding)


Multicultural issues in the North America (changing migration patterns and ethnic make-up)


Economic geography of NA (significant changes)
Middle America


European contact with local cultures – early Mayan and Aztec civilization (led to unique cultures)


Cultural and development differences between mainland and Caribbean


Intro to Demography and the impact of pop growth


Natural and man-made disasters (hurricane mitch-a natural disaster perhaps made worse by human action)

South America

Physical geography and human influences.

The Victoria amazonica is the largest water lily in the world. Located in the Amazon, this lily grows leaves that range from 0.6 to 1.8 m (2 to 6 ft) in diameter. The lilies provide food for fish and wildlife in the Amazon region, but can also cause drainage problems because of their large size. 
Will and Deni McIntyre/ALLSTOCK, INC.

Brazil lost more than 13,000 sq km (5000 sq mi) of rain forest a year during the mid-1990s, much of it due to slash-and-burn agriculture. Traditional societies practiced low-impact slash-and-burn cultivation, clearing small areas, which the surrounding forest later reclaimed. In modern practice, large-scale slash-and-burn clearing causes extensive damage to rain forests and contributes to the increase of carbon dioxide levels in the earth's atmosphere. 
Paul Edmondson/Tony Stone Images

Buenos Aires is the capital of Argentina and its largest city. The Plaza de Mayo, seen here, is at the heart of the downtown area. The city originated at this point in the 16th century and grew in ever-widening circles. 
Daniel I. Komer/D. Donne Bryant Stock

The ruins of Machu Picchu, near Cusco, are the remains of an ancient city of the Inca Empire. The civilization, based in southern Peru, dates to 1200. The Inca mastered architecture, road building, and astronomy and were noted for their code of laws and advanced system of government. 
Richard Bergmann/Photo Researchers, Inc.

Alberto Fujimori became president of Peru in 1990 after winning a runoff election against the popular Peruvian novelist Mario Vargas Llosa. Fujimori is the first person of Japanese descent to head the country. In 1992 Fujimori made headlines worldwide when he dissolved the Peruvian congress, suspended parts of the constitution, and imposed censorship on the country’s press in order to combat guerrilla groups, corruption, and drug trafficking in Peru. 
REUTERS/THE BETTMANN ARCHIVE

Carlos Saúl Menem was elected president of Argentina in 1989 and reelected in 1995. He helped Argentina through an economic crisis by controlling inflation and reducing government subsidies.  
Nicholas Russell/Gamma Liaison

This ornate altarpiece in the monastery of São Francisco in Salvador, includes gilded architectural elements, carved relief sculptures, paintings, and other decorations. 
Jimmy Dorantes

Major civilizations before Europeans arrived.  Economic disparities.  Ethnic diversity

Australia

Physical Geography

Unique wildlife

Impact of Europeans

Though there are climatic differences among the regions of Australia, the continent does not experience climatic extremes. Northern Australia is tropical, while the southern region is temperate. Nearly 40 percent of the land area has only two seasons—a hot, wet season and a warm, dry season. 
© Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

Most of Australia’s native mammals are marsupials, including the koala. Koalas live in the eucalyptus forests of eastern Australia, where they feed on the leaves and flowers of certain species of eucalyptus, as well as on mistletoe and box leaves. 
Kathie Atkinson/Oxford Scientific Films

The Southern Alps run virtually the entire length of South Island, New Zealand. Seventeen peaks in the mountain range exceed 10,000 ft (equivalent to 3048 m); Mount Cook, center, rises the highest at 3754 m (12,316 ft). A majority of the rivers on South Island flow from the Southern Alps. 
Christopher Arnesen/ALLSTOCK, INC.

Sheep are the most important farm animals in New Zealand. The country ranks third only to Australia and China in wool production. Here, a herd of sheep overwhelms motorists on a country road. 
Julia Brooke-White/Photo Researchers, Inc.

The didjeridu is a unique musical instrument found among the Aborigines of northern Australia. It is an end-blown, straight, trumpetlike instrument traditionally made from a termite-hollowed eucalyptus branch. The didjeridu is played by men to accompany singing and dancing during communal ceremonies and clan songs. The player must inhale through the nose while blowing into the instrument (a method known as circular breathing) in order to keep a constant drone (sustained tone) over which rhythmic, voiced sounds are interjected by the same player. 
Gordon Gahan/Photo Researchers, Inc./"Mudlark" performed by Christopher Fry, from Bushfire: Traditional Aboriginal Music (Cat.# Larrikin CDLRF247) (p)1991 Larrikin Records Pty. Ltd. All rights reserved.

Among other common themes:  spread of “western” ideas to the realms outside of Europe and the impact that it had.  

Goal of course:  Read the newspaper, understand why events occurring in particular places.


�"Wounded Knee Massacre," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Giant Water Lilies, Amazon River," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Slash and Burn Agriculture," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Machu Picchu, Peru," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Alberto Fujimori," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Carlos Saúl Menem," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Franciscan Monastery of São Francisco," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Australia: Climate Map," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Koala," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Southern Alps, New Zealand," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Sheep Herd, New Zealand," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.





�"Aboriginal Music of Australia," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.








