NEED MAP FROM LECTURE 14  

Lecture 15: Introduction to Middle America

Important Geographic Qualities:

Fragmented Realm: Mainland countries from Mexico to Panama, but also islands in the Carribean (Greater and Lesser Antilles) Includes all mainland and island countries and territories that lie between the US and the continent of South America.  Central America is a region within the realm from Guatamala to Panama.  

Continental Land-bridge between North and South America: 

Cultural and Political Fragmentation

The realm contains America's least developed territories (GNP/capita rates from $3670 in Mexico to Haiti of $310)

Mexico dominates the realm: both in terms of area, population and economic strength 

Physiography

Continental Portion Land Bridge: Funnel shaped mainland runs 3900 miles, narrows to 40 miles across in Panama with a mountaneous backbone.  Essentially forms a land bridge between North and South America 

Island Chains: 7000 islands.  Four large islands (Cuba, Hispanola –Haiti and DR), Puerto Rico, and Jamaica called Greater Antilles.  All other smaller islands called lesser Antilles.

Entire archipelago (island chain) consists of the crests and tops of mountain chains that rise from the sea floor.  

Middle America is an unstable region physiographically.  lots of  volcanoes and earthquakes as a result of the convergence of several tectonic plates.  1985 earthquake in Mexico city killed between 8,000-10,000 people.  The combination of earthquakes, volcanoes and seasonal hurricans (Hur. Lenny now entering the Carribean), makes the area among most hazardous in the world.  

Mention Pacific Ring of Fire.

Plate tectonics: (from mihelic)—double check this

Mainland:  small Caribbean plate and larger north and south american plates.  N/S america plates pushing up eastern edge of Caribbean plate.  N/S American plates moving underneath Car. Plate (subduction).  Results in mountains region to the east and volcanoes and fissures.  

Island chains: Convergence of No. Amer, So. Amer, Caribbean, Nazca and Cocos plates.  Last two moving eastward subducting under American plates.   Led to many volcanoes.

Natural Hazards: A natural event that endangers human life and/or the contents of a cultural landscape (e.g. earthquakes, volcanoes, hurricanes).  Hur. Mitch.  

Cultural landscape: the forms and articfacts sequentially placed on the natural landscape by the activiteis of various human occupants.  By this progressive imprinting o f the human presend, the physical (natural) landscape is modified into the cultural landscpae, forming and interacting unity betwenn the two.

Climate:


Primarily tropical with northern Mexico experiencing arid and semi-arid conditions


Tropic of Cancer: Move southward/northward from equator toward tropics leds to decrease rain.

Historical Geography

Mesoamerica (pic from Guatemala-stone pyramids)

Cultural Hearth: One of several ancient civilizations (mesopotamia, egypt, indus valley, china) where population expanded and made significant contributions to world both materially and intellectually. 

Area: Present day Yukatan, Honduras, Guatemala, Belize

Many civilizations made up the Mesoamerican civilization.  Two important ones equal Maya and Aztec.

Mesoamerican Began approximately 3000 BC

Maya Reach zenith 3rd to 10th century AD

Unified area larger than any of today's mid America states except Mexico


Based in Lowlands (Only major culture that arose in lowland tropics)

Pop 2-3 million

Mayan language and some of its related dialects still in use today. 

Theocracy-ruled by religious leaders/complex religious hierarchy

The great Mayan cities were religious ceremonial centers

Accomplishment:  Humanities: Skilled artists, writers, mathematicians, astronomers

Commerce: advanced trade and ag (cotton, rudimentary textile industry, export finished cotton cloth to other parts of mid-america

Unclear what led to Mayan decline.

Highland Aztec (pic from Mexico City)

Pinnacle of organization and power in pre-columbian mid America

Believed to have originated in early 14th century (near today's Mexico City) Plateau of Mexico

Early 15th century expanded eastward and southward.  Met little resistance

Conquered neighborsnot for territory but to subjugate peoples and extract taxes (cacao beans, gold, cotton)

Cities not just ceremonial centers but also true cities with economic and political functions and large populations including specialized skilled labor forces????

Accomplishments:

Irrigation

Terracing to avoid soil erosion

Agricultural contributions to Europeans (corn, sweet potato, beans, tomato, cacao tree, tobacco)

Spanish

Conquest

1519 - 1521 Spanish invaders defeated Aztecs (Herman Cortes)

Spanish didn't just come in and conquer (only small number with Cortez, around 500 when arrived) Rather Prompted indigenous uprising against Aztec Rulers (oppressors).  Aztec rulers extracted from the majority of the population.  Easy for Cortez therefore to organization a rebellion against the rulers with the guns they had brought with them.  Many Amerindians were killed in the fighting.  Without their contribution. The Spanish could not have defeated the Aztecs so easily. 

Effects

Wanted to destroy strength of indigenous population, done through slavery and move the Amerindians from villages to towns for ease of governance.  But disease had greater impact on the Amerindian population.  Introduction of new diseases (small pox, typhoid, measles, influenza, mumps).  Like in Canada and the US, destroyed the local population

Environmental:  Amerindians had used mainly stone for building.  Spanish used wood for construction and energy.  Led to massive deforestation.  Introduction of sheep and cattle

Agricultural: Spanish introduced wheat which took over Amerindian crop area.  Also diverted irrigation schemes, resulting in decline in water for Amerindian crops.

New Settlements: (OVERHEAD) Spanish moved Amerindians from villages to towns for ease of governance.  Like Spanish towns, the focus of the city was the plaza where the church and government buildings were.  .  The surrounding streets were set up in a grid like fashion so as to easily stop any native insurrection.  (easily contain a block where trouble occurred).  

Religion/Language: Roman Catholic and Spanish Language.  Roman n

Catholic Church was major force of transformation of Amerindian society

Church controller, pacified, organized and acculturated Amerindians

Okay, now you understand the beginning of Spanish colonization in the region.  But not just Spanish influence in Middle America.  See a division between the Mainland and Rimland areas.  

Mainland-Rimland Division: Cultural and differences in economies due to ag  (Overhead 4-6)

Mainland:  All but southeast coastal region of middle America.  More isolated, less dependent on external markets

Rimland:  Carribbean and mainland coastal regions dominated by sugar and banana plantations, cultural diversity, linked to outside investment and trade

Demographics

Mainland:  European (mainly Spanish), Amerindian

Rimland: European (Dutch, British, French, Spanish) and African (African slave trade brought on because of shortage of labor for large plantations-Amerindians dying off because of newly introduced diseases)- FIGURE 7-6.  Much more cultural diversity in Carribean

Began bringing slaves from Africa in 16th century. Continued into 19th century.  Not just from one area, but several.  Led to mix of religions and languages, we will talk more about in a bit.

Agriculture

Hacienda (pic from mexico-corn) versus Plantation (pic from DR-sugar) led to different economic developmentMainland (highlands):  Haciendas (Spanish institution): Spanish landowners possessed a domain whose productivity they might never push to its limits.  The very possession of such a vast estate brought with it social prestige and a comfortable lifestyle.  Self sufficient and less vulnerable to outside markets.  Profit was not main motivation, therefore not very efficient use of land or labor.  

Rimland (coastal areas and Carribean islands): plantations (northern European origin)

Located in humid tropical coastal lowlands of the realm

Produce for export almost exclusively and focus generally on one crop (unlike selfsufficient hacienda)

Import capital and skills therefore lots of foreign influence

Importation of labor (African slaves)

More efficient use of land and labor because have to complete on world market.

Objective is profit and wealth as opposed to self-sufficiency and social prestige

Both systems have played a major role in the social and economic developments in the two regions

Political Differentiation

Mainland generally independent early.  Rimland in fits and starts.

Early colonization and early independence.  Many countries of Africa and Asia colonized later and only recently (after WWII received independence)

Early independence movements (Haiti 1804, Mexico 1821, and rest of central American republics by late 1820s).  

Monroe doctrine

American influence:  US proclaimed Monroe Doctrine in 1823 to deter any European power from reasserting authority in newly independent republics or from further expanding existing domains.   US wanted to control what was going on in the Western Hemi, basically wanted the Europeans to stay out (would not tolerate European military involvement).  Emphasized this point during the Spanish-American ware of 1898 (which led to Cuba’s freedom from Spain, Spain ceding Phil, PR and Guam to US).  No way of enforcing and in fact DR was taken back by Spain in 1861 while America involved in Civil War.  But America stated its policy quite firmly which was supported by the British, who wanted to protect their trading sources in the Caribbean. 

Car Basin: 


Haiti 1804


DR 1844


Cuba 1898


Jamaica, T and T, Barbados in 1960s


Bahamas 1973


Grenada 1974


Belize 1981 and several others in 1970s and 1980s

More recent independence events in the last 30 years: Trinidad and Tobago from British in 1962, Barbados, St. Vincent and Dominica after that.  Some remain under varying levels of control of outside gov (French-Guadelope, US Virgin Islands, Dutch – Aruba-by Venezuela, British-Montserrat) 

Present-day colonialism: Britain still maintains several crown colonies in region (Cayman, Anguilla, Montserra, Turks and Caicos).  French Guiana, Martinique and Guadeloupe are each departments of France and thus technically speaking not colonies.  The Dutch islands are considered autonomous (Curacao, Bonaire, St. Martin, Saba, and St. Eustatius comprise the federation of the Netherlands Antilles.  (From Rowntree)

Colonial Legacy

Continental Middle America 

eight countries, all but one of Hispanic Origin (Belize, was British Honduras)

Largest is Mexico, comprises 70% of realm's entire land, and population of 102 million outnumbers those of all other countries and islands of Middle America

Caribbean America:

Greater Antilles

Cuba: Hispanic

Puerto Rico: Hispanic

Haiti (Hispanola): French-310

DR (Hispanola): Spanish-gnp1600

Jamaica: British-1600

Demographics

Pop. Density (Rowntree)
38 million people.  85% concentrated on Greater Antilles (four islands).  Highest pop density in Americas


PR: 1100 peo/sq mile (US 77/sq mile)


Hispanola and Jamaica: 500 people per square mile

During years of slave-based sugar production, mortality rates were extremely high due to disease, inhumane treatment and malnutrition.  Thus, only way to keep pop stable was to import more slaves from Africa. With end of slavery in mid- to late 19th century and gradual improvement in health and sanitary conditions on the islands, natural increases in the pop. started.  1950s and 60s had major increases in some places 3% or higher (70/3 = 23 year doubling time).  Now more stabilized.  Overall growth rate = 1.4% (50 year doubling).  US 0.6 and world 1.4

Haiti and DR still growing quickly  (DR 2.1, 33 yrs; Haiti 2.1).  Hard to think how the island could support 30 million people (~15 now).  Not everywhere like this Cuba 0.7 increase.  

Cultural legacies (Rowntree): 

Combination of different European colonizers plus influences from slavery from various African communities, led to  linguist, ethnic and religious differences

Indigenous Amerindian replaced with mixture of European, Amerindian and African (Creolization).


Language:  Dominant languages are European:



Spanish (23 million)



French (8 million)



English (6 million)



Dutch (.5 million)


In Cuba, DR and PR, Spanish is the official language and universally spoken.  In other countries, however, colloquial variants of the official language exist.  And in some cases new languages emerge.  


In Haiti, French Creole (or patois) as a status as a distinct language.  French is used by gov and in higher ed but at home and on the streets patois used.   With independence in 1960s, Creole languages became politically and culturally charged.  During colonial years, Creole was negatively viewed as a corruption of standard European forms and those that spoke Creole were considered uneducated or unsophisticated.  Now better understand the Creole language.  Vocab of European origin, but syntax often from African language families.  Much more complex than originally thought.   In Jamaica, English based Creole.


Music:  is also combination of African rhythms with European forms of melody and verse (raggae, calypso, merengue, rumba, zouk.

Economies
Overall poor: ag main sector, little cultivatable space, few other activities starting but ag still dominant (predominately sugar with coffee, bananas, limes, spices on some of the islands)

Economy:

Export Oriented Ag:

Poverty:  Because don’t have other industries to fall back on (no diversity) when prices of sugar, fruit, coffee decline, hard to promote economic growth.  The best growing areas are devoted to export crops, so some countries like Haiti run a food deficit. Soil erosion due to deforestation and over cropping a major problem on some of the islands (Jamaica, Haiti)

Tourism: Only growth industry

25 million people per year

Pros:  foreign exchange, new construction, infrastructure, native handicrafts and culture

Cons:

leads to local anger (wealthy people coming in)

Who gets the money?  Lots of foreign companies come in, but take profits with them.

Debasing culture

Regional Cooperation:

1994 Association of Caribbean States.  Totals 25 members including mainland and Caribbean countries, hope that as a single voice can have more impact on world trade issues than individually.

Cuba, Hispanic background, Jamaica: African and British, Haiti: African and French, DR: Hispanic as is Puerto Rico

Lessor Antilles: US Virgin Islands which used to be Dutch, French Guadeloupe and Martinique, British influence on Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Grenada, and Dutch St. Maarten, Saba, and  more.  

Cuba

Cuba dominates, area is almost as large as that of all the other islands combined (If placed on top of US would run from NY to Chicago) and largest population of the Caribbean islands (11.3 million)

Good climate, minerals and proximity to US make for good setting (90 miles from Florida), strong human resources as well (well educated/skilled population)

Economy:  Sugar is dominant crop (accounted for largest share of X in 1995).  Good climate and fertile soil.

Recent history: Castro to power in 1959, adopted communism in 1961 and tried to export communism to other parts of Americas.   Took over 90% of farmland.  Formed ties with the SU in 1960s

1962 Cuban Missile Crisis:  SU began to build facilities in Cuba that w/h accommodated nuclear missiles capable of striking east coast of US (Washington DC, NY).-peacefully resolved (Khruschev/Kennedy)

1962 US Trade Embargo ensued:  Cuba ship sugar to China, Taiwan ship sugar to US

SU ended support in 1989, then fall of SU led to further problems.  No longer received the annual subsidies of $4 billion, led to economic hardship.  

In 1994, Castro forced due to riots and massive numbers of people trying to leave for US (6000 people on rafts, unknown number parished).  Begin economic reforms (lay off gov workers, and encourage foreign cap and investment).  US continues its economic embargo started in 1962, but this year eased up some (expanded number of US cit that can send $ to Cuba, allow sale of food and ag products to NGOs, increase number of direct charter flights between two countries, increase sporting events).

Good prospects: Climate good for sugar, lots of minerals, skilled work force, and good tourist opportunities.  However, in 1997, Castro pulled back apparently afraid of political consequences and has impaired the economy  

Many countries (and UN call US to end trade embargo)

Baseball team.

Meeting in Cuba of Ibera-American summit (Port, Spain, L. Am) call for democ and human rights.

UN resolution, 8th year in a row call on US to lift embargo.

If Cuba and US could come to some sort of an agreement, there is a lot of potential for Cuba’s economy.

Mexico, 

Guat/Belize

El Sal/Honduras

Costa Rica

Panama

