Lecture 16:  Mexico

Land Bridge

Middle America is divided into Mexico and the Central American Region.  

In Thursdays lecture I mentioned that Mexico dominated the Middle America Realm in terms of area, population and economy.  Mexico is also a major trading partner with the U.S.  As a result of these things,  thought it appropriate to focus more on the country of Mexico

Basic Facts:

Size 737 square miles more than 2x size of all countries and islands in realm

Population: ~102 million, density 138.2/sq mi,  Annual rate of natural increase (2.2, means 32 year doubling time).  Population has doubled since 1970 and is expected to double again by 2030. 

Doubling Time (Rule of 70) Handy figure for you to have fun with

Population growth rate equals 2%, population will double in 35 years


United States pop growth rate = .6%, doubling time = 116


Guatemala, pop growth rate =  3.1%, doubling time = 22 years


Urbanization:  74%  Very high for a developing country (US 75%),  Generally urbanization rates remain relatively low in developing countries as the majority of the population involved in agricultural activities.  Think back to our discussion in the US on economic development and when primary or primary secondary activities dominant society generally rural.  As industrialize more and more people begin to move to cities (urbanization).

GDP/Capita $3670

Type of government:  Federal Republic (explain)-divided into 31 states and one federal district where the capital is located.  Like in the US the head of state is the president, who is elected by popular vote six years.  Official name of the country is the united states of Mexico, so we can see some similarities with the US.

Capital: Mexico City

Physical Features

Elongated Baja California Peninsula in northwest (separated from mainland by the Gulf of California.  

Sierra Madre Occidental (western) and Oriental (eastern)


Come together just south of Mexico City and form one chain of mountains that extend through the central American region (where called various local names, and continues down into south am where called the Andes.  Also as go north from Mexico into the US the Sierra Madres turn into the Sierra Nevada mtns of  California

In between the Sierra Madre Occidental and Oriental is Plateau of Mexico (Valley of Mexico near SE end where Aztec civilization emerged): and home of Mexico City.  Reaches 8000 feet near Mexico City

Isthmus of Tehuantepec:  where Mexican landmass tapers to its narrowest extent.  

isthmus : a land bridge, a comparatively narrow link between two larger bodies

Yucatan Peninsula: extends out to the Gulf of Mexico

Pacific Ocean to the West and the Gulf of Mexico to the east.

While we are one the subject of water, the entire border with Mexico is formed by the Rio Grande River

Climate: About one half of country lies north of Tropic of Cancer (where about 4/5 of population lives). desert and steppe climates (remember we talked about the N/S distribution from the equator (wet at equator, then wet season, then areas when nearly always dry such as in northern mex).  (reason for this is air flow circulation, the tropics are breaks in the circulation flows. 

The other reason for the dryness is the rainshadow effect due to the SM Occidental mountains.

 South of tropic of cancer, more humid.  Tropical in south

Demographics
Population Centers: Most populous state is Mexico in which Mexico city is located.   Most populous region around that area (called the waist of Mexico).  Less densely populated in dry northern regions and in hot and humid lowlands of Yucatan Pen.

Urbanization:  74% (very high for a developing nation)-remember US and Canada around 75%


Push and Pull factors: Pull of the cities and push of the stagnant economies in countryside.

Mexico City: 26 million (over 25% of population)-grows by about 1/2 million each year.  Has or will soon  out grow the world’s most pop city, Tokyo, in the next few years.  Home to the very rich and the very poor.  City center appears very wealthy (stores, plazas, churches, museums).  Outside the city, though are 500 slums where people come from the countryside to try to make a living.  Up to 1/3 of Mexico city’s population lives in these bad conditions.

Environmental problems: Local surface waters dried up in Mexico city, ground water depleting, importing water from other parts of the country to M. City.  Air pollution, one of the worst in the world.  4 million cars, 40,000 factories, led to air pollution sometimes 100 times acceptable level 

Tenochitlan: Aztecs settled on island in center of lake.  As city grew built on lake.  Ground not stable.  Sinking now due to growth on dried up lake bed and overdrawn ground water.

Mexico on a clear day

Poor quality housing and living conditions

Cultural Landscape

Talked about impact of Spanish arrival, but also very strong Amerindian culture when Spanish arrived.

Acculturation: Cultural modification resulting from intercultural borrowing.  Refers to the change that occurs in the culture of indigenous peoples, when contact is made with a society that is technologically superior

Transculturation: Cultural borrowing that occurs when different cultures of approx. equal complexity and technological level come into close contact.

What happened in Mexico was Transculturation:

60% of Mexicans mestizos-meh-STEE-zoh (comes from Latin word mixed, means a person of white and Amerindian ancestry)  

20% predominately Amerindian

10% full-blooded Amerindian

9% European

Two-way exchange. 

In southern periphery several thousand speak only an Amerindian language.  Millions more still use these languages in everyday conversation, even tho also speak Mexican Spanish.

Other contributions of Amerindians: dress, food, art, arch,

Spanish contribution (Spanish spoken as first lang 93% of pop and 90% are Roman Catholic), architecture, city layout. cattle ranching

The fusion of the two cultures makes Mexico very unique.

Political Framework

Mexican Revolution 1810-1821--Independent  1821 after revolution with lasted 1810-1821

Mexican Revolution 1910-1920:  Heart of problem, land redistribution, a problem which continued from colonial times.  In 1900 8000 haciendas but 95% of rural pop owned no land (peones-pay OH-nayss-landless peasants, indebted to landlord)

Leader of revolution: Emiliano Zapata

New constitution: 1917, led to reappropriate the haciendas to rural communities.

Since 1917 approx 1/2 land redistrib. cont. in reform by privatizing (gov holds title, land use rights parceled out in past, now beginning to privatize)

Caused some decline in ag production initially, but land reform carried out without leading to ruin of state.  

Still ways to go, became evident in 1994 when rebellion broke out in se most state of Chiapas.  Rebellion broke out on day NAFTA agreement signed. 

Chiapas is poorest of the 31 states in Mexico. More like central am than Mexico.  4.2 million pop, largely Amerindian (largely of Mayan background).  Most of the best land, still owned by the large landholders.  Not much redist like in other states. 

Peasants organized, resume historic struggle of Amerindian peones to gain land, fair treatment, and come out of poverty.  Wanted land reform, econ oppor, local autonomy.

Jan. 1 1994 Zapatista Nationalist Liberation Army (ZNLA) launched guerilla war, attacked several towns in Chiapas.  

On and off since then

Mexican army pushed guerillas out of the city into the mountains.  Accused of human rights abuses, so backed off.  Peace talks resumed, broke down in 1996 when ZNLA accused gov of reneging on promises

Stalemate until 1998, when president Zedillo wanted to resume dialogue, but Zapatistas refused.  

Raises several broader issues for Mexico:


1.  Core/Periphery: Certain areas of country not participating in overall development of the country. Core periphery issues (from 95-98, number of people living in poverty in Mex increased by 53%)


2.  Devolution: ZNLA asking for autonomy, not separation from Mexico, but separation of certain control over local affairs from the federal govl to the local gov


3.  Raised sympathy among indig populations in other states in Mexico, which have led to sporadic guerrilla activities elsewhere since 1996.   Highlights that although gov celebrates achievements of Aztecs and Mayan civ, the Amerindian pop has not partaken as much in the development of the nation.  Social gains have been made for the predominately Amerindian pop (20%) but not so much for the full-blooded Amerindians, feel discriminated against

In addition to land and wealth disparity problems, also political problems: 1997+ (disintegration of power of PRI Party that had ruled Mexico since 1920s.   Since 1929 on  party dominated.  President and PRI lots of authority.  Not good checks and balances.  Lots of problems with corruption/political assassination unresolved.  Have now instituted some reforms.

Ernesto Zedillo current pres (since 1994).   Pres elections July 2000.  First time had primaries to select PRI candidate (primaries held in November 1999).  Before current president decided party’s nominee for upcoming election.  PRI has dominated national politics since 1929.  Political reforms in 1997 ended PRI’s role as election overseer.  Now have independent National Election institute.

July 2000 is next presidential election.

President elected by popular vote every 6 years and cannot be reelected.   President has a lot of authority and power.

Corruption/economy:  From CNN special on Mexico (1997)The PRI already has its hands full with a legacy of corruption and internal policy differences. Zedillo himself got his job in 1994 after the PRI's initial choice, Luis Donaldo Colosio, was assassinated at a campaign rally; the killing remains unresolved. 

On another corruption front, Zedillo won points with the public but not his party when he broke an unwritten code of immunity surrounding former presidents. He did nothing to block the arrest of the brother of his predecessor, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari, in the 1994 assassination of the PRI secretary-general. 

Then there is the matter of drug trafficking, which touches even the top echelons of government. Just this year, none other than Mexico's top drug-fighter, Gen. Jesus Gutierrez Rebollo, was fired for alleged connections to drug kingpins. 

The illegal drug trade has become a sore point in U.S.-Mexican relations, and Mexico has moved quickly to make gestures of cracking down. But police and public leaders continue to make headlines on drug-related crimes. 

Further complicating matters in Mexico is the shift it is undergoing from a closed, protective economy to one more open and competitive. 

The country is emerging, thanks in significant part to Zedillo's austere debt-relief plan, from a rocky period stemming from the 1994 peso devaluation crisis and the soaring inflation that followed. 

But while the government is more financially stable, the economy's fragile recovery has yet to make a tangible difference among the millions of people reported to make less than $7 a day. 

And if the growing popularity of opposition parties is any sign, those wanting a better life appear to be less willing to count on the PRI to make it happen. 

Many voters, sensing the potential of this novel midterm election, are showing real interest in the opportunity to enact change. It remains only for their social restlessness to be translated into votes for Mexico to become at last the republic it has long billed itself to be. 

Economy
NAFTA:  1994 (US, CANADA, MEX).  world’s largest trading bloc.  Goal is to integrate economies of the three countries by 2009 by elim tariff and non-tariff barriers (quotas, import licenses)

As a result, most of Mexico’s trade now is with the US and Canada.  US buys 80% of Mexico’s X and supplies 70% of Mexico’s M.  Mexico is US second largest export market after Canada (recently displaced Japan)

1980s recession in Mexico: in late 70s borrowed lots of money at high interest rates with expectation that that increased oil profits would be used to pay off.  When oil prices declined in early 1980s, led to major foreign debt that could not repay.  Led to economic recession (gov couldn’t afford to continue paying back the loans, had to cut back on other things).  Recession led government to reexamine internal policies.  Had been highly protected society (keeping out outside competition).  Started free market reforms and privatization efforts to make industry more competitive within Mexico and on international market.  Led to improved economy.

Early 1990s economic boom in Mexico, followed by implementation of NAFTA

After signing of Nafta, economic problems led to devaluation of peso and economic recession.

US tried to help bail out (due to economic ties to Mexico)

Ag

Less than 15% of the land cultivated (climate, mountains).  The biggest ag units are large corp farms which have replaced the old, inefficient haciendas.  Producing meats, produce, grains. 

Energy

Major petroleum producer along Gulf coastal plain.  (good when oil prices high in 1970s-helped spur econ devel, not good when dropped dramatically in 1980s,  thwarted previous decades momentum-couldn’t pay back loans that were dependent on future oil revenues)

Industrialization

Man is base of economy, began to industrialize in early 1900s.  Lots of raw materials good for that

Women assemble television sets in a modern industrial plant. Such activity is part of a growing consumer goods industry in Mexico. With one of the most advanced economies in Latin America, Mexico is moving away from dependence on mining and agriculture to develop an industrial base. 
Mark Segal/Tony Stone Images

Mexico’s silver and petroleum industries provide an important source of income for the nation. Mexico leads the world in silver mining and provides significant quantities of petroleum to other countries. Iron mining occurs primarily in the northeastern part of the country in the states of Durango and Coahuila. 
Sergio Dorantes

From Salter:  One of the most significant economic innovations that links Mexico and the US are the fabrication centers that stretch along the northern border of Mexico.  These are assembly and light manufacturing businesses that either produce components of products to be exported abroad or assemble products from parts produced abroad and in Mexico.  They then ship the finished product abroad--most often to the US.  Began in 1965 and expanded in economic significant by 70% from 1970 to 1980.  Number of plants doubled in the 1990s.   There are generally located along US Mexican border where there is relatively inexpensive Mexican labor and easy transport of partially assembled goods from north of the border to these free port facilities.  The economic benefits to Mexico include jobs and ability to employ labor that would have otherwise tried to migrate to the US.  Since much of the capital for the maq. is from US and Japan there is not much trickle-down economic benefit from these activities as was anticipated, but the importance of the innovation has led to generate more foreign exchange than tourism in the last decade.  Since 1994-95, maq. in Mex have produced more than 14% worth of Mexico’s export trade.  2000 operations around Nuevo Laredo and Matamoras.  Also the skills the people learn can then be used in other parts of Mexico, like Mexico City where much easier to find a job as a skilled laborer than an unskilled laborer.

Maquiladoras: in northern boarder zone near US-Mexico border.  They are factories (about 1/2 US owned) that assemble imported duty-free components and raw materials into finished products.  At least 80% are then reexported to the US,  Jobs for Mexicans, cheap labor of US (can sell products more cheaply, and reducing return tax in the US due to Nafta).

Started in 1960s, but didn’t really take off until 1980s/90s, employing more than 1 million people.

Mexican gov wants to expand to rest of country.  Therefore trying to encourage via improving infra

On the other side, there are some concerns over the maquiladors:


US:  take jobs away from Americans


Mexico: poor working conditions for the Mexicans working in the factories
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