Lecture 13: Modern Russia

Cold War: 

Ideological war. Post WWII struggle between the US and allies against USSR.  mid-1940s-end 1980s.  Democracy and capitalism versus communism.   Never came to actual fighting but close to it.  Major build up of arsenals, nuclear… major impact on foreign relations (in fact cold war battles were often fought between other countries and opposite sides supported by the US and Russia (e.g. Angola) or one side or the other was involved (Vietnam, Afghanistan). For those that grew up during this time period, they can remember as kids air raid drills, construction of bomb shelters. Etc.

USSR saw itself as leader of communist revolutionary process.  US saw this as evil and wanted to stop the spread.  US instituted a policy of containment, containing the spread of Communism in the world.  

Berlin Airlift 11 months: In 1948, following Soviet bans on all water, rail and highway traffic between Berlin and West Germany, the British and U.S. occupation authorities organized a system of air transport, known as the Berlin airlift, to supply the Western-occupied sectors of the city. Planes landed up to every 45 seconds with relief supplies for the 2 million occupants of those sectors. The Soviets lifted their blockade in May 1949. 
Reforms in the 1980s

Cost of cold war (keeping up with the US) meant putting large amounts of resources into the military at the expense of other areas in the economy.  Soviet Union also involved in a war in Afghanistan much like our Vietnam war, which led to decline in morale.  Lack of productive industry, not competitive, innovate.  Could not compete.  Lack of consumer goods, Economy declining (decline began in the 1960s and continued into 1970s and 80s).  Gorbi who came to power in 1985 tried some reforms (Gorbi started policy of glasnost (openness) in media and peristroika (restructuring of economy and political system).but done within communist framework.  His reforms did not improve the economy which had been in decline since the 1960s.  Declines in economy led to strikes by workers.  Some people begin to question whether Soviet model was good or not.  Political revolutions in EE spurred similar calls in SU.  Yeltsin comes on the scene as pro-democracy leader. 

Glasnost/Peristroika:  Political: some democratic elections, easing restrictions on press, organizations, foreign travel. Economic: Gradual move toward a market economy.  But problems implementing leads to decline in econ.  Decreased production, increased inflation.  Pervasive shortages of consumer goods, labor unrest, decreased confidence.

Mikhail Gorbachev was the last leader of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). In the late 1980s Gorbachev attempted to change Soviet society with his policies of glasnost' (Russian "openness") in political and cultural affairs and perestroika (Russian "restructuring") in economic affairs. Gorbachev's policies prepared the country for democratic reforms and eased tensions in relations with the West, particularly the United States. Gorbachev left power in 1991 when the member states of the USSR voted to dismantle the federation. 

· Archive Photos

"Mikhail Gorbachev," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
December 25, 1991 the Soviet Union ceased to exist.  Last Soviet president resigned (Gorbi).   

SU dissolved into 15 separate entities (Estonia, Latvia, Ukraine, Belorussia, Moldova, Kirgizia, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Lithuania, Georgia, Tajikistan, Aremenia, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan.    Russia still the largest country in the world. Encarta:  12/25/91 Gorbi resign as president of USSR.  12/31 all residual functions of first communist state ceased.  USSR no longer exist.


Lithuania was the first Soviet republic to declare its independence from the Soviet Union, in March 1990. 
Lithuanians celebrated their independence in September 1991, when the central government of the Soviet 
Union finally acknowledged the republic's declaration. 

· Chip Hires/Gamma Liaison

"Celebration of Independence," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99. © 1993-1998 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
Belarus: Eastward looking.  Pressing for closer links to Russia.  Russia not responding because own internal problems.  May be an attraction in the future because of link to Kaliningrad.

Kaliningrad.  Acquired from Germany in 1945.  Naval port, 90% Russian.  Crucial military base for country with few warm water ports.

Russian Federation

Political Situation:  (federal council-upper house, and State Duma, lower house)

Yeltsin became president via democratic elections in June 1991 and remained in that position after the dissolution of the SU and was reelected in 1996.  Next elections planned for 2000. 

March 1992: Russian Federation Treaty signed with Moscow as the capital of the Federation.  Note that Chechnya refused to the sign the federation treaty.

March 2000 Putin elected.

What is a federation: Latin word Feoderis meaning alliance and coexistence. Like the US and Canada which has its roots in Greece and Rome.  It involves sharing of power between a country’s central government and its political sub-divisions. The SU was a federation in name but not in practice.  In theory, any republic could break away if wanted, not in reality.  However, the fact that it was broken down into republics, made it easier to split off when time came in 1991.  

 The Russian federation (like the SU) is very complicated politically, contains 89 entities, including 21 republics (recognized to accommodate substantial ethnic minorities in the population) and 49 provinces, 11 autonomous regions, 6 territories.

The national government is responsible for defense, foreign policy and foreign trade and the subdivisions (provinces, republics) have authority over such things as education and transportation. A federal system does not create unity out of diversity, but it does allow diverse components of the state to coexist 

It is difficult to administer.  Why?

Republics have special status (MORE AUTONOMY), which is envied by other regions without republic status.  

Distance decay: Huge country, hard to control peoples and regional governments in the far eastern parts. 

Size differences in sub-divisions (large area in east, but small populations; small pops in west, but large areas), makes it difficult to administer

Social disharmony between Moscow and the regions: Moscow disliked by peoples living in other areas. See government as getting special privileges.  Greed Corruption.  A lot of mistrust.

Point out:  1) Transcaucasia: independent countries now (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia).

2) Belarus: leaders want closer connection with Russia. 3) Kaliningrad

Recent turbulence in politics: Since March 1998, five PMs (like our vice-president, second in command) (Stepashin #4 in 14 months May 1999) On #5 (Vladimir Putin)  Last Spring there was an attempt to impeach Yeltsin which was not successful, but adds to political turbulence. Questions over his health.

On December 31, 1999 Yeltsin resigned as president, Putin became acting president.  Elections scheduled for March.

Putin-Former KGB officer (career, intelligence), worked for successor agency

Tough handling on war in Chechnya and popular for that

Yeltsin (68 years old)-apologized for not bringing prosperity in one f


immune from prosecution

1991 SU dissolved

Pop at first then decline as econ decline.  Reelection 1996 (after 2 heart attacks)

US Russian relations decline most recently after NATO bombing in Serbia

Yeltsin support Chech war more recently

Yeltsin transitional figure, Putin not (most of his career in post-comm era) therefore looks forward rather than back

Fear of ruble decline in next 3-6 months

75% of Russians support Putin (Chech, econ-first real growth in a long time)

Econ may be improving

People want a person not associated fully with SU

Corruption:

Bombed White House (1993): Yeltsin did - bad why did?

Economic Situation

The transition from communism has been difficult.  Under the Soviet Union, production, prices, and distribution all decided by the government, not by market forces.  There had been a focus on heavy industry and arms.  Lack of consumer goods.  Yeltsin instituted an economic policy of shock therapy.  Idea was rapid economic reform by ending government control over production, prices and distribution; 2) decrease government spending; 3) privatize industry and ag; 4) internationalize trade (trade was predominately with EE before, now must try to sell things on the world market).

Not only lack competitive industry, but also lack proper legal systems, financial controls, and tax collection mechanisms, corruption, mafia

GNP/capita $2410 (US $28,000). Which masks the income disparities that are growing in Russia.  

Under SU, CP members received privileges, but did not see the disparity that see today.  In SU richest 10% made 4 times more than poorest 10%.  Now richest 10% make 15 times more than poorest 10%.  Approx. 25% live under poverty and another 25-30 percent just above poverty line.

Unemployment: 11% (with considerable underemployment)  US ~4%

Strikes by workers over no pay

Human Development Index perhaps tells us more as it includes other social factors in addition to income.  Remember the HDI ranks 174 countries based on income, life expectancy and education.  Russia dropped from 37 (1990) to 72 (1998).  In large part this is attributed to decline in life expectancies.

Social Situation

Drop in life expectancies Men from 66 in 1960s to -58 in late 1990s and for Women 74-72 (US 73 and 79) Largest gap between male and female in the world.  Reasons: social disorders such as suicide, alcoholism, etc. 

Population decline: -.05%  Fewer children than are needed to keep population growing. SU used to be one of the fastest growing populations in world.  Speaks for underlying fear, uncertainty and other social problems that have grown since 1991

Birth rate: 9 per 1000  (world ave: 23)

Death rate:14 per 1000 (world ave: 9)

Majority of pop Russian (84%) but there are significant numbers of minorities (more than 100 different languages are spoken in Russia, although the official language is Russian).  25% Russian Orthodox, 15% Muslim (Chechnya) Remember religion was strictly discouraged under SU, today 60% do not belong to an official religious organization.  Hard to suppress nationalistic feelings as could under SU

Irredentism: 20 million Russians living in former Soviet Republics.  The Russians argue that despite the fall of the SU, Russia has the right to be involved and if necessary to intervene, in their former colonial empire.  Russian remains an official language in only 2 of the 14 former colonies of Russia (Kyrgyzstan and Belarus).  And Russia has alerted international community to human rights violations against Russia minorities in several former republics including Estonia and Latvia

Caucasus

Internal republics in purple Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetiya, Kabardino-Balkariya, Karachayevo-Cherkesiya, North Ossetia)

Transcaucasia: Separate countries but closely tied to Russian realm.  Historical battleground for Christian and Muslims, Russians and Turks, and Armenians and Persians

· Armenia, Georgia, and Azerbaijan

Flash points: Abkhazia and South Ossetia

Transcaucasia:


Armenia: 
· landlocked, earthquake zone 1988 earthquake.  1000s killed, 400,000 left homeless

· Christian for 17 centuries, on margin of Muslim zone

· Historic conflict with Turks (WWI came out strongly, Ottoman Turks killed much of Christian Armenian minority  and drove them out of Anatolia and Iraq to Transcaucasus

· 1920 taken over by Soviets

· War with Azerbaijan over fate of 150,000 Armenians living in Nagorno-Karabakh (pocket of territory surrounded by Azer, enclave est. during SU times when soviets gave control of the Christian dom area to Azer (even though acknowledge Christian distinction)

· After fall of SU, Armenians go in and gained control over enclave, but int’l comm not recog therefore still officially part of Azer

· Fairly close relationship with Moscow as feel very vulnerable in current position


Georgia
· Black sea coast

· 70% Georgian, 8% Armenian, 6% Russian, 

· Maj are Christian (Georgian Orth)

· Minority problems (Abkahzian, South Ossetian,Ajarian)

· Annexed in 1800 by Russians looking for warm water ports

· 1921 became part of SU

· 1991 indep, but centrifug. forces: Ossetians want unification with North Ossetian and Abkahzia wants independence.
· Russia has military bases on Georgian soil.  Seen as threat to Georgian’s sovereignty
Azer
· both an indep cntry and province of neighboring Iran (hold over from Russian and Persian Empires)

· Predominantly muslim

· War with Armenia over enclave

· Huge reserves of oil and natural gas.  But located on Caspian Sea which is a lake.  Therefore need to get it to Black Sea in order to ship internationally.  Current oil line runs to Russian port (Novorossiysk).  New oil pipeline being planned however that bypass Russia (go via Iran to Arabian Sea or Turkey to Med).  Russia not happy about it.  -- SEE FIG 2-13

Chechnya-Muslim

Political unit: Russian republic (political unit within Russia which receives most autonomy within Federation)

Size: 6100 square miles (Connecticut 5544) OR 98,386), pop: 1.2 million, Portland metro 1.4

Located one northeastern side of Caucasus, terrain very rugged, therefore difficult to police

Chechens 65%, Russians 25%

Became part of the Russian empire in 19th century (1859) after bitter struggle.  Bitterly fought to retain religious beliefs under Soviet Union.  Under Stalin’s forced migration policies, all of the Chechens as well as other groups in the North Caucasus regions were forced to move to Central Asia for fear of their collusion with Nazi Germany against Russia (later allowed to return by Khruschev in the 1950s).  Revolt against Moscow in 1991.  Was part of Chechen-Inguish soviet republic (1934-1991), declared indep in 11/2/91, just before fall of Soviet Union. Moscow refused to recognize. Other countries did not recognize either

1994 Russian troops moved in to halt independence movement, full scale war until 1996, by then 40,000 people had died.  1996 peace treaty providing increased autonomy for the region, but postponing succession decision until 2001

Most recent: Chechen rebels into Dagestan (home to 30 different ethnic groups) hoping to form an independent Islamic state.  Led to new fighting and nearly 200,000 refugees (approx. 1/2 of population)

Russia embarked on campaign in September after apartment bombings in Russia 300 killed and assault on Dagestan blamed on Chechens. Rebels deny involvement.  

Fighting difficult in Chechnya because of topography.  Mountainous region makes easy for rebel groups to hide.

Why is Chechnya important to Russia?


Domino affect


Caucasus region is the conduit for the Caspian Sea oil pipeline (see map)

Peace March pic: Chechnyan women on peace march meet Russian occupying soldiers in 1995, occupied since 1994)

Why are things the way they are there:

1. Topography

2. Natural resources

3. Ethnicity

4. Topography

Could all these issues lead to a halt in the transition to democracy

Future fragmentation?

Still a major nuclear power (22,000 nuclear war heads)

Which will win out centripetal or centrifugal

