Lecture 14 North American Overview

Important Geographic Qualities of North America

North American Realm consists of the US and Canada (North American continent extends from Arctic Ocean to Panama, but the area south of the US is considered a separate realm –Middle America)

Physical Geography:


North American encompasses two of the worlds’ biggest states territorially 

Political Geography:


Both Canada and the United States are federal states (What is it, sharing of power, intrastate transport, ed, utilities, law enforcement (example if cross state line, jurisdiction changes)

Demographic Structure:


The North American population is highly urbanized

Cultural Landscape:


Both Canada and the United States are plural societies

Economic Geography


The North American economy is marked by high incomes, high rates of consumption, signs of 


post-industrialism (this century dominated by industry, in the past 20-30 years a change to services and now beginning to see post-ind society: dominated by the production and manipulation of information, skilled services, and high-technology manufactures, and operates within a global framework of business interactions)


and a trend towards broader economic integration in the region (NAFTA)

Physical Geography

Physiographic Region:  a region within which there prevails substantial natural landscape homogeneity, expressed by a certain degree of uniformity in surface relief, climate, vegetation and soils 

North American Realm divided into several  physiographic realms.  I won’t go into each and every one of them, but the main theme is mountains, plains, mountains, plains.  


The Mountains run north to south: In between these mountain ranges, we see basins and plateaus (like in Eastern Oregon), the Great Plains and the Coastal Plains

· Pacific Mountains and Valleys (contain North America’s highest mountains. The Pacific coast mountains which include the Cascades, the Sierra-Nevada and run from California to the southern coast of Alaska

· Intermontane basin and Plateaus (hundreds of linear ranges separated by basins of varying size.  Due to rain shadow effect, it is the continent’s largest expanse of dry land).

· Rocky Mountains (Run from New Mexico to Northern Alaska.  many major rivers start in this range—Columbia, Colorado, Missouri and Rio Grande)

· Great Plains

· Interior Lowlands

· Interior Highlands includes the Ozarks and Ouachita Mountains (woshitaw)

· Appalachian Highlands:  Alabama to east coast of Canada.  Surprisingly large population given highland area

· Piedmont

· Gulf Atlantic Coastal Plain

· Canadian Shield: Glacially scoured and thinly populated.  Formed of ancient rocks that are rich in metal-bearing ores.  Generally rolling or hilly.  Poor soils and harsh climate.  Therefore thinly populated.  

· Arctic Coastal Plain

Landform Processes:  (from Mihelic): Like all the landmasses on earth, the brad features of the North American landscape are product of tectonic plate movements.  We can see three plate boundary processes just on the west coast of the United States:

· Convergence Boundary- Subduction-oceanic plate converges with continental plate, lighter/less dense continental plate (it is floating) overrides more dense oceanic plate and pushes oceanic plate downward. Edge of overriding continental plate is lifted up (e.g. Coastal Range), oceanic plate sinks (e.g. trench offshore ~50 miles out), sinking plate heats up, melts and forms magma which rises to form volcanic mountains (e.g. Cascades).  (Juan de Fuca and NA plates)

· Transform Boundary-lateral movement: the Pacific Plate and the North American Plate moving laterally against each other, develops a fault line like we see in California Pacific Plate is moving northward and the North American plate is moving southward.  Leads to faults like the San Andreas
· Divergence Boundary: spreading within a plate, develops a continental rift such as we see in the Basin and Range area of the western US



The Appalachian mountains were formed by internal plate warping or folding???


Glacial Processes
Just over 12000 years ago, giant icesheets covered  virtually all of Canada and much of the US Midwest as far south as the Ohio river.  Most of Europe was covered from the Alps to Scandinavia.  This was only the latest phase of glaciation, a period of lowered temperatures, ice surges, and dropping sea levels, that prevailed over the past 12 million years.  It all may have started as long as 20 million years ago, the beginning of a global ice age.  Eventually this gradual cooling gave way to massive advances of icesheets and valley glaciers, marking the beginning of what geologists call the Pleistocene epoch less than 3 million years ago.  Ever since, frigid glaciations have been followed by relatively warm spells called interglaciations.  During the current interglaciation, called the Holocene (approx. 10,000 years old), human civilization has evolved.
Mihelic: The most recent ice age ended between 15-10,000 years ago. 

When the glaciers either expand or contract they scour the surface of the earth.  The ice, sometimes as much as two miles thick scored the surface of the Canadian Shield in the far north and lands to the south and then dumped the sediment as it melted.  The Great lakes are situated in the low places left by glacial scour; so are the smaller lakes, ponds and wetlands in Minn, Wis, and Mich.
Autumn foliage colors the countryside near Madison, Wisconsin. Madison lies in the Eastern Lake section of the Central Lowland region, where glaciers carved gentle, rolling plains. Glacial deposits fortify the soil of the lowlands, making this the agriculturally richest section of Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin Division of Tourism

Water sports, particularly boating and fishing, are the most popular recreational activities in Minnesota. Lake Superior, the largest body of fresh water in the world, provides an area of 82,100 sq km (31,700 sq mi) to explore and enjoy. Lake Superior is one of thousands of lakes and rivers in the state used for recreation by outdoor enthusiasts. 
James Randklev/ALLSTOCK, INC.

Canadian Shield: During the most recent of the Ice Ages, beginning about 2.5 million years ago, continental ice sheets covered the region, stripping away soil, depositing glacial drift, and creating many lake basins and riverbeds. Present-day elevations in the shield are mostly between 300 and 600 m (984 and 1969 ft) above sea level, except in limited areas, such as the Québec-Labrador Peninsula, where they rise about 1070 m (about 3510 ft).

Climate
(Mihelic)Every major type of climate found on earth except truly tropical is found in North America (artic, arid, humid temperate and humid cool). US has more climatic variety than any other country in the world 

Latitude is one factor that affects climate (e.g. the further away from the equator, colder it is).  Land and water heating differentials also affect climate.  Because land surfaces heat and cool far more rapidly than water bodies, yearly temperature ranges are much larger where continentality  is greatest (interior US, like we saw in EE and Russia)

Except for the Pacific coastal strip, tend to find drier climate in West.  Why?  Because of orographic rain and the rain-shadow effect.  Moisture laden airmass off the Pacific, hits the Cascades, air rises and cools, can no longer hold as much moisture and releases the moisture in the form of rain or snow.  Once the airmass has passed the mountains not much moisture remaining.


East is more humid.  Why? Westerly winds (moving west to east) originating in the plains, pick up moisture over the Interior Lowlands and distribute along east coast.  

Interior lowlands have lots of storms.  Why?  Cold arctic airmasses come into contact with warm tropical gulf air.  Frontal precipitation (warm air mass rises, releases moisture).  Also results in tornadoes. The contrasting temperatures also result in tornadoes.  More  in the central US than any place else on earth. 

This variety of landforms and climatic conditions has added to the mobility and diversity of the US economy.  The range of physical features combined with human ingenuity (irrigation in the west) has led to diverse and prosperous economy.

Population Characteristics

Native Americans:

First settlers to the US are the peoples now called Native Americans, thought to have arrived  more than 30,000 years ago to North America

At certain periods during the Pleistocene epoch, the temperatures turned cold enough to freeze much of the earth’s water into ice. The sea level dropped as much as 90 m (300 ft) and the shallow Bering Strait between Alaska and Siberia became a natural land bridge on which grazing animals, and the humans who stalked them, passed. Most anthropologists believe that Native Americans descend from Asian peoples who moved into North America by way of this land bridge. 
© Microsoft Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

European Migration Process: 

1000 AD.  Nordic peoples settled in Newfoundland

Christopher Columbus (Spanish): 1492 arrived in Caribbean.  Numerous French and Spanish explorers roamed the continental interior during the 16th century, but no real transformation until the early 17th century when English established colonies in modern day Massachusetts and Virginia. NEW FRANCE- in possession of France in 1534 but first colony not established until 1604.  France had sent expeditions to search for Northwest passage to Asia and for economic purposes, fur trading)
Diseases brought by the European settlers had a major impact on the Native American population.  It is estimated that disease killed 90% of any give group in No. America within 100 years of contact. (from mihelic): 18 million Native Am in north america in 1492 in NA, 9 million in 1542, 400,000 by 1907. 

Majority of European immigrants concentrated along eastern seaboard.  

In the US after revolutionary war, began to move westward.  Moved across the Mississippi Valley in 1820s.  1830s introduction of railroad, led to further expansion, gold rush in 1849,  and by 1869 California booming agriculturally and linked to the rest of the US via railroad.   By 1890s, the frontier settled. 

French ethnic minority in Canada: 26% of population (largest ethnic minority in Canada)

Slavery
Africans were brought to the US in the early 17th century.  Southern colonies of Virginia, North and South Carolina and Georgia’s economies dependent upon ag (tobacco/cotton).  Landowners had hard time keeping constant labor force which led to the advent of slavery in the United States. 

First slaves brought to America in 1619.  By 1861 (beginning of the civil war), slaves made up approx. 1/3 of pop throughout the southern states (mihilec).  The largest concentrations of African Americans still in the southern states.

African Americans: principal minority in the US (1/8th of population)

Non-European Migration
Growth of Spanish speaking peoples in the US larger than growth of African American (total numbers less, but growth rate faster)

Growth of Asian populations particularly in west coasts of US and Canada

Canada

General facts:

Size: 3.5 million square miles (second largest state in the world)

GNP/Capita: 19,020 (on par with what we saw in Australia)

HDI: Ranked number 1

Political Framework

Federal State like the United States but organized differently.  10 provinces and 3 territories (less autonomy than provinces).  99.7% of population live in provinces.  The three territories are about ½ size of Australia, but inhabited by only 100,000 people. 
Like Australia, ceremonial ties to the UK (British sovereign is head of state on coins)

Capital: Ottawa—I ask this not to offend your intelligence, but rather to point out that many Americans do not know very much about Canada even though it is right next door and is one of America’s largest and most important trading partners.  

Population: 31 million

Population density 8.7 persons per square mile (US is 77.3, Australia is 6.4)

Population of 31 million (just over 1/10 the population of the United States). Majority of population live within 200 miles of the US border (90% within 100 miles of border)

Urbanization: 77%

Population clusters: 1. Southern Ontario and Quebec:  Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City; 2. New Brunwsick and Nova Scotia; 3. Prairie Provinces of Alberta, Sas, and Manitoba (Edmonton, Calgary and Winnipeg), BC (Vancouver)

are in an area referred to as Main Street (the conurbation that stretches across southernmost Quebec and Ontario, from Quebec City on the lower St. Lawrence River southwest through Montreal and Toronto to Windsor.  Three lesser clusters are in 1) New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 2) the prairies of southern Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba and the 3) SW corner of BC

Official Languages: English and French (bilingual society)—62% English speaking, 25% French, 13% other  (All packages, signs are to be in both languages, schooling to be in both languages (check on this))

Canada’ Regional Mosaic

Canada is divided between a thinly settled northern wilderness that occupies most of Canada’s area and a narrow and discontinuous band of more populous regions stretching from ocean to ocean in the extreme south.  The southern regions are sharply different from each other, and are often in political conflict with each other and with the federal government. 

Physical geography has a lot to do with the divisions.  4/5s of the land tundra/subarctic climates.  More than ½ is glacially scoured and agriculturally sterile (Canadian shield).  And area near Pacific ocean is dominated by rugged mountains.  As a result, much of the North is empty.  Remember 90% of populations lives within 100 miles of the border with the US (Salter).  

Ethnic Geography also has a lot to do with divisions. 

French were first colonizers of present-day Canada, beginning in the 1530s, later called it New France.  After a series of wars between the French and British, France handed over its territory in present-day Canada to the British in 1763, renamed British North America.  By that time, however, French had made considerable developments in New France.  French law, land-tenure systems, Roman Catholic church, and substantial settlements.   British were preoccupied with colonies to the south and did not want more fighting with the French, so gave the former French Quebec the right to retain its legal and land-tenure systems as well as freedom of religion.

After American Revolution, many British fled north to what was then called British North America.  Led to difficulties between the French and British living there.  British Parliament divided Quebec into two provinces Upper Canada (which became Ontario) and Lower Canada (which became Quebec).  Ontario became English-speaking and Quebec remained French speaking.

1867 Canadian Federation established.  Quebec was able to retain French language and civil code.  Since that time, there has been tensions between Quebec and rest of Canada.  Divisiveness and calls for separation have increased over past 30 years and we will discuss that more in a minute.  

Now the ethnic make-up predominately English/French make-up but also other ethnic groups represented as well.  

The Physical and Cultural differences help us understand certain delineations in the four regions of Canada.

Four main regions to review:

1. Atlantic Canada:  Strips of population along coast (Newfoundland, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island.  Referred to as Atlantic Provinces.  Isolated in many ways from Canada’s core region in Quebec and Ontario due to mountainous wilderness.  Fishing is important economic sector.   Difficult region for ag (lie at northern end of Appalachian Highlands.  Poor soils.   Humid, foggy and places (upland Newfoundland) subarctic/cold). 

Fishing industry has come under a lot of difficulties due to tariff barriers by the US to protect its own fishing industry, global competition, disappearance of resource (overfishing and subsequent restrictions on fishing have hurt the region and led to economic problems.   Struggling economy in this part of Canada.  Now trying to diversify (ag, fishing, tourism, hydropower, minerals).  Depends in large part on assistance from the federal government.

Fishing has been an important economic activity in the Canadian province of Newfoundland throughout much of its history. Workers on a fishing boat haul a fish trap aboard as they fish off the coast of Cape Spear, the easternmost point in North America. 
Dan Guravich/Photo Researchers, Inc.

1. Ontario and Quebec, Canada’s Core Region:  About 2/3rds of Canada’s population along lakes Erie and Ontario and then along St. Lawrence River.  Both Ontario and Quebec incorporate large and little populated expanses of the Canadian Shield.   Most of core region centered along the Great lakes of St. Lawrence River.  Business and political center of Canada.  Most of the people involved in service sector.   Resource availability: Strong resource base, ag, forestry, energy, minerals, water routes (St. Lawrence, Great Lakes), all have helped the region develop strong economic base and relative prosperity.  

Ontario:  British roots.  Population basically British in origin but has many minority ethnic groups.   Toronto is major city.  Ottawa, the federal capital is located just inside Ontario on the Ottawa River between the two provinces.  

Quebec: French heritage.  4/5s French Origin.  Biggest exception to the dominance of English culture in Anglo America and is the only instance in which a national minority controls a provincial or state government.   Montreal is major city, second largest French city in the world.  Quebec City, the original center of French administration in Canada, is the capital of Quebec Province.  French founded Quebec City in 1608.  Relatively harsh climatic conditions did not lead to a lot of early immigration.  Mainly missionaries, fur traders, explorers. 


British took over in 1763 Few British came, but not until after American Revolution did more British start to come (fleeing the war – loyalists, and ultimately more from Britain as well).  French and British did not get along very well.  Therefore, in 1791 British government separated the two cultural areas.  Lower Canada = Quebec and Upper Canada = Ontario.  

1867 Canadian Federation established (became independent country).  Quebec was able to retain French language and civil code.  Since that time, there has been tensions between Quebec and rest of Canada.  Divisiveness and calls for separation have increased over past 30 years and we will discuss that more in a minute.  

Since end of WWII more dissatisfaction by the French Canadians.  Led to development of separatist political party dedicated to ultimate independence of Quebec from the rest of Canada.  In last 30 years have seen a increased division/divisiveness between the Quebecois and English-speaking Canadians. Growing separatist feelings.   They seem themselves as second-class citizens.  For much of Quebec's history, the English speaking minority have dominated the economy in Quebec and saw biliingualism as meaning the French-speakers needed to learn English but not vice-versa.

 Since 60s French-Canadians trying to fix change this and take more control over own affairs.  The Parti Quebecois (separatist political party) achieved control of the provincial government in 1976  and made French the language of commerce, requiring that all immigrants settling in the province be educated in French.  Twice in 1980s referenda on independence. 

In 1980s growing separatist feelings led to referenda to determine if voters supported separation from Canada or not.  Those supporting indep. Not in the majority.  In 1995 another referendum.  This time those supporting to remain part of Canada only small majority (50.6)  

um to determine if should 1985  referendum - voters in Quebec solidly rejected sovereignty movement in Quebec

1995 referendum, 49.4% voted in favor of sovereignty,  not enough.

Led to heated negotiations between the federal government and Quebec.  Uncertain future

Federal government has tried to accommodate the French Canadians more and more.  Other provincial governments also want increased autonomy. Finally, the issue over Quebec has contributed to a regional divisions in Canada.  The federal; government has recognized Quebec as a distinct society. Western and Prairie  provinces (BC, Alberta, Sas) against any favorable treatment to a particular province. These other provinces feel Q getting special attention.   There has also been division in other provinces to the east about Quebec’s situation.  Therefore, the Quebec issue is a devolutionary force affecting the entire country.

Interesting from a geographic standpoint:  French linguistic region does not coincide with Quebec’s territorial boundaries.  Centered on St. Lawrence Valley, but within that region have several non-French communities.   Some of these communities have spearheaded a partitions movement by declaring their intention to stay in Canada, arguing that they have the same right to secede from Quebec that Quebec has to secede from Canada.  

To the north of Quebec, the Cree peoples that live there have stated that if Quebec receives independence they may  also seek independence. The Cree area has lots of economic benefits (major generator of electric power for Canada).   The remaining part of French Quebec would be small if Cree area and Anglo-Saxon area break off. 

One of the main concerns of the native peoples of Canada is that their aboriginal rights be protected by the federal government against the provinces.  This is especially true for the Cree peoples whose historic domain covers more than half of the province of Quebec.  Administration of the Cree was assigned to Quebec’s gov in 1912. If Quebec receives independence, the Cree would probably also ask for independence. 

The city of Ottawa, in the province of Ontario, is the capital of Canada. Its parliament building, seen here in the foreground, is an example of High Gothic revivalism. Ottawa is a center for tourism, manufacturing, and transportation. 
Canadian Consulate General

Québec, a name derived from an Algonquian term meaning "place where the river narrows," is a Canadian city that lies on the juncture of the Saint Lawrence and Saint Charles rivers. Here, the French-style hotel Château Frontenac sits beside the Saint Lawrence River in the Old Québec district. 
Photo Researchers, Inc.

Prairie Region

Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta.  Rocky mountains separate this area from Pacific Coast region and Canadian Shield separates it from populous areas in Ontario.  

Prairie regions exist only in the southern part of these provinces.  Area settled rather late (in decades following 1890s).  Settlers predominantly English speaking people from eastern Canada and the US.  Although a few German, Ukrainian and French Canadian.  

Region produces about ½ the value of farm products in Canada.  Includes wheat, barley and rapeseed, also livestock raising.  Also more mineral production recently to diversify economy (coal, nickel, copper, zinc) as well as petroleum and natural gas

Three main metropolises: Edmonton, Calgary and, Winnipeg. 

The northern part of Saskatchewan is characterized by rolling hills and numerous bodies of water. Plains cover the remaining area of the province. The flat, gentle grasslands around this church are typical of the plains area. 
Rod Currie/ALLSTOCK, INC.

Alberta, Canada, is home to large reserves of oil-bearing sands. Pictured here is a giant excavator in the Athabasca deposit. Alberta also has large deposits of natural gas and other minerals. 
Alberta Economic Development

Edmonton began as a fur-trading post in the late 1700s, growing when used as an outfitting point for gold prospectors heading north to the Klondike during the late 1800s. Edmonton’s population boomed in the 1950s when large mineral and petroleum reserves were discovered and mined near the city. Today Edmonton is a major commercial and manufacturing center, and, as the provincial capital of Alberta, a location of government and administrative agencies. 
George Hunter/ALLSTOCK, INC.

British Columbia

Core = Vancouver. Became major port after completion of transcontinental highway in 1886.

East Asia Link:  Large and growing Asian population has helped to forge economic ties with East Asia.  Ethnic Chinese residents constitute 20% of Vancouver’s population.  Total Asian component 35%.  

Vancouver serves as major migration destination for Hong Kong Chinese in the years preceding the British handover of HK to the PRC.  Vancouver has second largest Chinatown (after San Francisco).  

Seatrade major component of economy  But also Vancouver is BCs main industrial, financial and corporate administrative center.  

Overall province is storehouse of energy resources (coal and Hydropower).  Coal shipped to Japan and electricity exported to the US.  

Canadian North

Yukon, NW Territories, Nunavut

Territorial Canada:  Under direct administration of the Canadian federation 

Mostly rugged plateau and mountain country.  Many Arctic islands.  Subarctic and tundra climates.  

Population = less than 100,000 in Territorial Canada.  About 1/5 of the inhabitants of each territory are native First Nation peoples and in the NW Territories about 1/3 are Inuit.  Unemployment is high among these groups of people.  Mining is major economic source. Mineral exploration is active (focusing on oil and gas).  

Creation of Nunavut in 1999. 24,000 people.  Government is allocating land and financial resources to Inuit peoples in large part to help improve economic situation.  Airplane, telephones, radio and TV being brought to remote sites.  Inuit and Indians also asserting more control over mineral and pipelines and demanding more environmental regulation to stop degradation from mining activities.

Quebec’s separatist leanings has stirred ethnic issues in other areas of Canada as well, particularly with the 1.3 million Inuit peoples living in Canada. One result is the recent establishment of Nunavut: Nunavut is the newest addition to Canada’s political map, est. in 1999 and outcome of land claim agreement by the Inuit peoples and the federal government (previously part of NW Territories).  Covers 1/5th of Canada’s land area.  30,000 inhabitants, 80% Inuit.  First territory to have substantial degree of native self-rule.

In the past, the Inuit were chiefly a nomadic people who hunted for sustenance and followed their game's seasonal movements. Although many Inuit now live in fixed settlements throughout Nunavut, a territory in northern Canada, some maintain their traditional hunting customs. Pictured here is an Inuit standing next to his summer igloo, a tent made of walrus or seal hides. 
Wolfgang Kaehler

Why are things the way they are there?

1. History

2. Physical Geography

3. Culture

End

Extra stuff

Mining has dominated the Yukon Territory’s economy since gold was discovered there in 1896. With rich mineral deposits located throughout this Canadian province, mining continues to be its principal economic activity. Here, lead and zinc are extracted and loaded onto a truck at the Anvil open-pit mine in Faro, a town in the southeastern Yukon. 
Paolo Koch/Photo Researchers, Inc.

Relations with the US

EXPAND NAFTA

Nafta: Consolidated gains of a 1989 economic pact between the US and Canada.  North America Free Trade Agreement.  Signed in 1994.  Resulted in worlds largest trading bloc (more consumers than the EU).  Integrate the economies of Canada, US and Mexico (from 1994-2009) through the removal of trade and capital movement barriers.  Canadians were skeptical at first, but exports have risen substantially since 1993.   Leads to areal functional specialization (based on comparative advantage) and thus spatial reorganization.  Talks on expanding NAFTA to include other countries in the Western Hemi and the development of  the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), a hemisphere-encompassing free trade zone that would est a single market of more than 800 million consumers.  Target date of 2005 for its creation. 

Regional integration:

Nafta has led to more north-south ties as opposed to east-west, which is actually a devolution pressure for Canada.  Exaggerates the already existing regional splits in Canada.

Part II

United States

Political Geography


Both US and Canada are federal states, but have different systems.  US separates executive and legislative branches of the gov and consists of the 50 states, the commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and a number of island territories under US jurisdiction in the Caribbean Sea and pacific Ocean.


Canada: parliamentary system.  Divided into 10 provinces and 3 territories

Demographic Structure


Migration: US and Canada are product of migration.  First permanent colonies established in early 1600s.  Europeanization of native peoples doomed the traditional culture (like we see all over the world). Native American populations devastated by disease and fighting with the Europeans.  (from mihelic): 18 million Native Am in 1492 in NA, 9 million in 1542, 400,000 by 1907.


Between 1835-1935, as many as 75 million Europeans arrived in North America. Why?  Poverty, new opportunities, escape religious persecution.


Not all migration was voluntary.  There were also forced migrations which fed into the slavery system in America.  Also Europeans brought slaves from Africa to provide labor on plantations in the south.  First arrived in 1619.  By 1861 (beginning of civil war), slaves made of ~ 1/3 of the population throughout  the southern states.  


Urbanization:  The United States is one of  the most highly urbanized society on earth.  More than 75% of the population live in cities. This went along hand-in-hand with the industrialization in the US.  The IR came across the Atlantic from Europe 1870s (remember it begin in England in the previous century).  Resulted in a change in the countries landscape.  One example is the development of the American Manufacturing Belt, which continued the lion’s share of industrial activity in the US and Canada.  As transportation networks improved (cars, trains, air travel etc) it turned the Atlantic seaboard into what is called a Megalopolis


Conurbation: describes a large multi-metropolitan complex formed by the coalescence of two or more major urban areas


Megalopolis: specific multi-metropolitan corridor which extends along the northeastern US seaboard from Maine to Virginia.


Suburban developments

Cultural Landscape

Economic Geography

Economic Landscape

Rich resource base

Canadian Shield (Nunavit and into the NW Territories, Ontario, Quebec, and Newfoundland), one of the world’s richest storehouses of mineral resources.  High demand items such as nickel, uranium, copper, gold, silver, lead and zinc.  Gold and Diamonds in Yukon and NW Territories. 

Also substantial oil and gas reserves.  East of Canadian Rockies, between Yukon and US.  In NE Alberta have Athabasca Tar Sands of, which contain more crude oil than all of  Saudi Arabia, but deposited as a tar like substance (bitumen) in near-surface sand formations.  In 1990s tech allowed better extraction (more cost efficient)  Also large hydroelectric power opportunities as well as fishing and timber. 

Agriculture


In prairie province (Manitoba, Sas, and Alberta)s, major producer of wheat and other grains


Only about 2% of pop involved in ag.

Manufacturing


Manufacturing increased greatly in the early 20th century (considerably later than the US and Europe).  The leading manufacturing core around Toronto.  In a period of decline now, however.  But in its place seeing rise in tertiary and quarternary sectors (service and information sectors) which employ more than 70% of the population.  Entering a period of post-industrialization, which is dominated by the production and manipulation of information, skilled services and high technology manufactures, and operates with a global framework of business interactions.  

I.
Why a region?

A.
Culture

Pluralistic societies:  ethnic mosaic of European, African, Asian peoples.  US more ethnically diverse, Canada linguistically diverse (two official languages, 24% French speaking)

B.
Religion

Predominantly Christian (although a large number of other religions present)

C.
Urban-most highly urbanized realms in world

D.
Economy:  Highly advanced economies, now moving into post-industrial society, but plagued by serious economic problems.

E.
Spatial Characteristics (2nd and 4th largest countries, thru rapid changes in trans/communication => spatial organization (major western movement across harsh environment and in a NS oriented realm in large part due to the mountain barriers Appalachian, Rockies, cascades)

F.
Role in international arena-G7, NAFTA

G.
Contrasts

1.
US environment more diverse

2.
Population distribution (US-267M versus 30M US pop density higher and spread out, Canada more concentrated)

3.
US fragmented state, Canada continuous

4.
Population trends (regional separation in Canada due to language, local separation in US due to cultural pluralism-we still contend with race issues)

II.
United States

A.
Historical/Social  Geography (Theme: population changes with economic opportunities)

1.
Pre-20th C. Population Patterns

· French explored interior in search of fur

· English concentrated along coast, British colonies with diverse economies (commerce, plantation farming and small farming)-British kept inland frontier closed

· Western frontier opened after American Revolution>pop movements, ag dev

· Transport improvements (RR in latter 1800s) helped settlements and economic integration

· South against integration/slavery => Civil War (1861-1865)

· Urban revolution towards end of 19th C. that corresponded with IR

2.
20Th C. Industrial Urbanization

· IR in US ~ one century later than in Europe (1870-1920)

· Took hold quickly, US surpassed Europe within 50 yrs

· By product: rise of national urban systems. 

· Cities provide goods/services for periphery in exchange for raw materials

· As incomes grew, cities expanded unexpectedly, major national urban system

· Spatial change as people moved to meet changing employment opportunities

· Major transformation: emergence of Am. Man. Belt (figure 3-6)-core region

· Transportation changes => megalopolitian growth (general term used to id large multi-metropolitan complexes form by the coalescence of two or more major urban areas (e.g. Boston-Washington) and widely disbursed metropolises

· Make-up of US metropolises different from Europe (Europe, industrialization grafted onto cities already established for historical, political, military purposes-in US many cities est. as economic centers only, judged in terms of profit-making ability)

· Movement of African-Americans to Man Belt in 1920s after immigration stricter (social implications: involuntary segregation, helped to create racially divided society)

B.
Cultural Geography

1.
Ethnicity major factor in est. American culture, complex and fluid (Asian and Hispanic numbers increasing substantially)

2.
Age, occupation, lifestyle preferences also affecting Am. Culture

C.
Economic Geography

1.
Economic changes:  Ag dominate until late 19th c. , manufacturing in early 20thc., service growth > man by 1950s, information sector now dominant

2.
Resource sector:  US lg. Deposits of mineral and energy resources, with LT extraction ability

3.
Ag:  still important, but with mech and trans, increase vol with less people and less # farms

4.
Man: heavy ind. Decline since 1970s (shifts in comparative advantage), now rise of high-tech man (focus on machines rather than labor)

5.
Postindustrial revolution: before economic decisions prevailed in where to locate a factory (market, labor, capital) now with more mobility, less labor intensive ind., non-economic decisions come into play as well

I.
Canada

Population along southern boarder with US

No one primate city (Montreal and Toronto two leading cities reflecting different cultural constituencies)

A.
Historical/Social Geography

1.
Pre-20th Century

· Movement into interior slower than in US, Why”?

· Canada did not unify until 1867 (reluctantly under fears US expansion)

· Physical Obstacles (barren lands, rugged highlands)

· Political obstacles:

· French, not British, were first colonizers

· After series of wars ending 1763 Britain ceded Canada

· French had already est law, land, religious systems

· After Am Revolution, British tried many political divisions, finally 1867 Quebec divided from Ontario and was given guarantee of French civil code and language

2.
Twentieth Century

· 1900-1935: Frontier Era

· Regional Dev and Spatial integration aided by trans cont. RR (1886 to Vancouver)

· Ag increased in West and Prairie provinces

· Ind increased simultaneously (core = southern Ontario -linked to American Man Belt, figure 3-7)

· 1935-1975: Industrial Capitalism

· growth in man and service sectors

· 1975- present: Global Capitalism

· Transformation to Post-Ind. economy

B.
Cultural/Political Geography

· French Canadians desire for autonomy (narrowly defeated in 1995)

· Political boundaries do not match cultural boundaries

· Independence/Autonomy desires of native North Americans

C.
Economic Geography

· As US, development supported by rich resource base

· Leading ag producer/exporter

· Post-ind =>decline in man sector=>unemployment problems but service and information jobs increasing

· NAFTA effects=>increased N/S linkages as opposed to E/W (historical and economic linkages)

Lecture  16:  Regions of North America

I.
Continental Core (American Manufacturing Belt)

· Center of US economic 1865 (post civil war) to 1970

· Decreased prominence once post-ind period started 

· Unemployment (particularly where not transitioned to high-tech man)

· Where made switch to high-tech combined with service and info sectors,  economies not so bad (e.g. Washington DC)

II.
New England/Atlantic Provinces

· Overlap with Continental Core

· Similar Economic and cultural geography across US/Canadian border in this region

· Culture: British decent

· Economy: center on primary (fishing, forestry, farming)  STILL THE CASE??

III.
French Canada

· Southern part of Quebec

· Rural tradition with widespread industrialization and urbanization

· Strong nationalism (but political and cultural boundaries do not correspond

IV.
Agricultural Heartland

· Eastern half in Humid Zone and closer to large Eastern board markets =>mixed crop/livestock (ASK MARK)

· Western half:  fertile but semiarid zone =>large wheat production

· Cities complement ag tradition thru processing and marketing ag products

V.
South

· Isolated both economically and culturally after the Civil War (1865)

· Since 1970s major economic growth (like Sunbelt phenomena)

· Geography of Development uneven (much of development in periphery -suburban vs. urban)

VI.
Southwest

· Sunbelt phenomena

· In-migration of Anglo-Americans combined with increasing Mexican-American population

· Why develop?

1)
Access to power (oil and gas resources)

2)
Water (major water projects-problem)

3)
Transportation (distances not great now)

· NAFTA impacts

VII.
Marginal Interior

· Why called?  Because isolated, rugged terrain =>sparse population in past (but changing)

· Natural Resources

· Bittersweet development: 

1)  Unpredictable extraction economy  

· Oil exploration following 1970s shortage (??) and price increase

· Resultant 1977 Trans-Atlantic Pipeline => improve economy

· But end once shortage over and oil price decline

2) Attractions for today’s service/info industries


lower wages, taxes and pool of skilled labor 

VIII.
West Coast

· After WWII, pop and economy increase

· Boom until late 1980s?????

· Natural and manmade disasters (earthquakes, air and water pollution)

· Adj to economic changes in recent years, move from dependency on aerospace towards service and information industries

· Gateway to Asia
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