Lecture 14: United States

Basic Facts

Size: 3.5 million square miles (fourth largest country in the world) 

Population: 273.5 million

Density: 77.3/square mile

Urbanization: 75%

Fragmented state: A state that consists of several separate parts.  Not contiguous (Alaska and Hawaii separate)

Political Framework

Federal System 

Established 1781

Federal State: US separates executive and legislative branches of the gov and consists of the 50 states, the commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and a number of island territories under US jurisdiction in the Caribbean Sea and pacific Ocean.

Puerto Rico: 4 million people.  Freely associate commonwealth of the US.  Became American possession after Spanish-American War of 1898 after which became federal territory administered by the US Congress.   Viewed US as another colonial power (just like the Spanish).  Not until 1948 before could elect their own governor, the chief executive of PR.  In 1952 referendum, voters approved the creation of a Commonwealth with Washington DC and San Juan as the seats of government.  Complicated.  Puerto Ricans are US citizens but pay no federal taxes on local incomes and they cannot vote in a US presidential election.  They do send a delegate to the US Congress, but not a voting member.  Considerable autonomy, but receives large annual subsidies from the US of approx. $9 billion/year, about the same as the US foreign aid budget (check this). About 60% of population below the poverty line. A lot of immigration from the island to continental US in large part because of economy (New York).

In 1990s (1993 and 1998) voted twice on whether should become independent or become another US state.  Rejected both options.  Majority want status quo, but large minority favor statehood.  Only less than 5% want independence.  

From Bernie:  Older people want status quo, younger want statehood.

--Last time talked about physical landscape and how shaped by natural processes (plate tectonics, climate).  We also talked about migration (native Americans, Europeans, slavery, non-Europeans) and how shaped human landscape.  Now discuss economic changes and how shaped the US landscape as well.

Urbanization

Other demographic changes occurred in the 19th century, including the beginnings of urban centers. The IR came across the Atlantic from Europe 1870s (remember it begin in England in the previous century).  Resulted in a change in the country’s landscape.  One example was the development of the American Manufacturing Belt in the NE, where the majority of early manufacturing activity took place. As the IR continued, more and more people began to move to the cities.  One result was a shift from a predominantly rural to predominately urban society.  By 1910 more than 50% of population in urban setting.

Conurbation

Furthermore, as transportation links began to improve following WWI, the cities began to expand outwards.  People could live outside the city and commute in to work.  This resulted in the emergence of megalopolitan growth.  Cities and their suburbs grew until they literally ran into each other.  Most important = Atlantic Seaboard Megalopolis. which extends 600 miles along the northeastern US seaboard from Maine to Virginia.  This became the economic heartland of the North American Core (center of US gov, business, culture, trade).  Other conurbations emerged:  Lower Great Lakes region (Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh), Piedmont (Atlanta-Charlotte-Raleigh/Durham), Florida, Texas, California (San Diego, Las Angeles, San Francisco), and the Pacific Northwest (Portland, Seattle)

Suburban developments

Originally, suburbs predominately residential with few amenities.  Most business, services, recreation found in the cities. In the 1970s another change began to occur, that of suburban urbanization.  Suburbs began to urbanize, and stores, services, recreation, hotels, restaurants, and businesses began to crop up in the suburbs.  Also see companies began to relocate to the suburbs.  Begin to see a movement of wealth along with this transformation to the suburbs.  

Social consequences

As businesses moved out from the city so did the jobs and money.  Not everyone could afford to move, however, and so negatively affected the lives of many of the poor people.  Urban areas went into decline.  In more recent years, there have been efforts to revitalize the cities, in the hopes of attracting more business and jobs.

During the 1940s cities began implementing urban renewal programs to improve the condition of neighborhoods that had been allowed to deteriorate for many years. Architects and engineers reconstructed building facades, repaved streets, and stabilized the structure of the buildings. Unfortunately, this often happened without consideration for the people living there, many of whom were forced to find housing elsewhere because the costs of the improvements increased the value of the property and the cost of rents they paid. Today, city planners take environmental and neighborhood concerns into account before proceeding with urban renewal programs. These photographs show South Street Seaport in New York City before and after urban renewal. 
Ray Ellis/Photo Researchers, Inc.;Rafael MaciaPhoto Researchers, Inc.

Cultural Landscape—continues to change.  We talked last time about historical issues.  Lets look at the current situation and predictions for the future.

In 1950s: over 50% of immigrants from Europe, 25% from Middle/South America and 15% from Canada.  

Now: 40% from Asia, 40% Middle/South America, only 17% from Europe/Canada

Current Ethnic Make-up:  Caucasian:73%, African American 12%. Hispanic 11%, Asian/Other 4%  Expect a major change over the next 50 years where Caucasians just over 50%, Hispanic 24%, African American 14%, Asian Other 9%

Spatial distribution of new immigrants: In past immigrants moved predominately to the Manufacturing belt.  With the change in the US economy as well as the change in the places from which immigrants are coming, California, Texas and Florida now receive more than ½ of the new immigrants.

Can expect to continue to see changes in the ethnic make-up of the United States

Language and Religion

When think of English in American, but more than 12% of the population speak another first language (Chinese, Spanish come to mind).  Religion: predominately Christian, but also Islam, Buddhism, etc.  In the rural area of Minnesota, can find a Cambodian Buddhist temple.  Here is Corvallis is a mosque for  the Islamic population 

American Culture (unique mixture of old and new)

Lots of diversity, but somehow has evolved an American culture.  In part, this is because many immigrants when they arrived shed many of their traditions.  Wanted to become American or wanted not to be seen as different..  Mark’s grandfather, no Italian.  Maren’s last name (Smith).

What are some things to describe American Culture:

Book gives: Love of newness, mobility, individualism, aggressive pursuits of goals (within one or two generations see people move up the social ladder quickly).   Fast paced, high stress, love of big things (big cars, big houses, big sodas).  Very high level of consumerism.  Like lots of space. 

Cinco de Mayo commemorates a Mexican military victory. On May 5, 1862, a relatively small Mexican force defeated invading French troops in the Battle of Puebla. Today, Cinco de Mayo celebrates Mexican culture and heritage. Members of the Mexican American community in Denver, Colorado, shown here, observe Cinco de Mayo with traditional Mexican music, dance, and dress. 
Lowell Georgia/Photo Researchers, Inc.

The images of German culture that are most familiar to the majority of Americans derive in large part from Bavaria, a mountainous region of southern Germany. Tourists flock to see German folk dancing in the Bavarian theme village of Leavenworth, Washington. Many aspects of German culture in the United States were suppressed during Word War I (1914-1918) and World War II (1939-1945), when anti-German sentiment swept the country. 
Keith Gunnar/West Stock

This African American family is taking part in mishumaa, the practice of lighting one candle on each day of Kwanzaa, a holiday in late December. Each of the seven days of Kwanzaa represents one of the Nguzo Saba (Seven Principles), which emphasize the commitment to family, community, and culture. The African American activist and scholar Maulana Karenga developed Kwanzaa in 1966, and it is celebrated in a number of nations. 
Tom Wilson/FPG International, LLC

Kwanzaa: African-American holiday.  Swahili for first fruits.  Roots in ancient African first fruit harvest celebration.

Economic Geography (overview)


Discuss urbanization as part of economic development and refer back to it in Mexico lecture about urbanization

Economic Geography of US

The American desire to achieve and advance combined with the country’s rich economic resources (fertile land and mineral resources) has played a very important role in the countries economic development and today the US is one of the wealthiest countries in the world.  GNP/Capita, 28,000.

What are the important sectors today:

Resources: lots of minerals and fossil fuels (ASK MARK ABOUT PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION)

Ag: Although only 2% of pop involved in, it is the most space consuming economic activity in the US (SHOW OVERHEAD). But with increased tech, need less people.  US IS MAJOR PRODUCER OF????.    

Manufacturing: Used to be focused in the NE manufacturing belt.  Now with transportation and energy costs decline, manufacturing has branched out particularly to the south and west (California, Texas. Washington State)

Information is the major component of the US economy comprising 65 % of the labor force

Information Age (2% of pop in ag, 15% man, 18% services, 65% information technology

The change to Post Industrialization, has meant a change in the spatial distribution of economic activities.  The manufacturing sector generally locate close to the supporting resources and is general tied down for a long time to a certain place due to the large investment in factory and equipment.  Many new information activities are not. so can move rather quickly.  Tend to base themselves in areas of geographic prestige (e.g. Silicon valley, near SF, major universities, lots of amenities –good weather, nice landscape).. Another interesting phen. is how we think about the work place.  Computers and internet allow telecommuting.  Don’t have to go into the office to work. MARK.

Nafta: Consolidated gains of a 1989 economic pact between the US and Canada.  North America Free Trade Agreement.  Signed in 1994.  Resulted in worlds largest trading bloc (more consumers than the EU).  Integrate the economies of Canada, US and Mexico (from 1994-2009) through the removal of trade and capital movement barriers.  Canadians were skeptical at first, but exports have risen substantially since 1993.   Leads to areal functional specialization (based on comparative advantage) and thus spatial reorganization.  Talks on expanding NAFTA to include other countries in the Western Hemi and the development of  the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), a hemisphere-encompassing free trade zone that would est a single market of more than 800 million consumers.  Target date of 2005 for its creation. 

United States President Bill Clinton acknowledges applause after signing the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which replaced the Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in 1994. Canada and the United States have the largest trade flow between any two countries in the world. 
Reuters/Archive Photos/Courtesy of Gordon Skene Sound Library.

Regional integration:

Nafta has led to more north-south ties as opposed to east-west, which is actually a devolutionary pressure for Canada.  Exaggerates the already existing regional splits in Canada.

Problems

America is one of the wealthiest countries in the world.  Despite that (or perhaps because of that) we have a lot of problems.  Two that I would like to highlight are crime and environmental degradation, but there are many more:

Crime:  When foreigners look at the US, one thing that comes to mind is the large amount of crime.  I mentioned that ~75% of pop live in urban setting and about 25% live in rural settings, but I did not mention that over 1% of the population lives in jail or is under some sort of probation/  sentence.  Our eyes have been turning more and more to it through the recent shootings in schools across america.  Major issue for the US to contend with.

Environment:  Our economic success has been at a cost.  

US and Canada among leading producers of global waste.  With approx. 5% of world’s pop US and Canada produce 26% of greenhouse gases globally.   US generates five times the amount of hazardous waste of the entire EU which has slightly larger population.   Our expansion has resulted in polluted waters and polluted air.  It has also resulted in the destruction of natural resources. Other resources:  since European colonization, nearly all prairie lands and old growth forests have been depleted.  About 50% of wetlands depleted.  And with the destruction of ecosystems, is a extinction of plants and animals.  Certainly we are more aware of this problem than we were twenty years ago, but still a major problem to contend with.


Now recognizing the costs of our development.  Knowledge has changed.  Values have changed.  More information leads to better decisions or at least more informed.

Other problems which could be discussed: wealth disparity, ethnic tensions, etc. 
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