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Map Composer:
Discussion of lab procedures

The goal of this lab exercise was to compose a hardcopy map of a particular area from a digital image using ERDAS Imagine. Attached is the copy of my map.

Instead of using the results of the classification exercise in lab 5, I opted to use the digital file mentioned in the tutorial as the base for my map. This image, ‘modeler_output.img’, is that of an area of San Diego, CA, from the SPOT satellite. After playing around with the image it became apparent that it would be a more suitable one to use for this assignment than my results from lab 5; it had more interesting classification and was more pleasing to the eye.

Overall, I was pleased with the resultant map, and especially the ease with which I was able to produce such a map within ERDAS Imagine. This lab was a sort of culmination of all the previous labs, in that we finally learned how to produce a nice looking map based on methods we had studied previously throughout the term. I was particularly impressed with the versatility of actually importing the image from the viewer to the map composer. Also, it was nice to see that the ERDAS people have adopted a similar object scheme to such programs as ‘Freehand’ and ‘Photoshop’, where one can group, ungroup, and perform other functions on certain user-defined object. However, the most impressive thing about the procedure is the fact that ERDAS uses the geo-referenced information from the original image to create a scale, and grid ticks. In this case, it automatically applied UTM coordinates to the outside of the grid. In previous cartography classes we suffered greatly with this problem, but with ERDAS an accurate scale bar is not much trouble at all, nor are UTM coordinates as grid ticks. From start to finish, from the transfer of the original digital image to the map composer workspace, to the application of text, legend, and north arrow, the process was intelligent and easy.

Generally, then, I am impressed with ERDAS’ ability to aid in map composition.

