December 19, 2001

International Schools Services

15 Roszel Road

P. O. Box 5910

Princeton, NJ  008543

Re:  Jonathan Smith

To Whom It May Concern:

This is a supervisory reference for Jonathan Smith for a teaching position at an international school.  Jonathan taught in my classrooms at Madison High School during the 2000-2001 school year as part of the Oregon State University K-12 Fellowship Program.  Madison is an urban high school serving a diverse population of approximately 1200 students.

The OSU program is designed to increase math and science achievement by placing graduate students in schools.  Jonathan spent on average 8 hours per week teaching in both my Introductory Biology and LEP (Limited English Proficiency) Physical Science classes.  However, his presence was not limited to the classroom.  His roles included: presenting earth science-related Powerpoint presentations; helping individual students with class work; mentoring at-risk students; teaching about GIS to our Academy of Sciences and Natural Resources students; accompanying students on a science museum field trip; and sharing his experiences as a graduate student, scientist, and Peace Corp volunteer with students and teachers.

Jonathan was especially at ease with our English Language Learner (ELL) students, bringing sensitivity to the issues they face yet challenging them to reach their potential.  They always enjoyed his classes and continue to ask about him this year.  He was always quite prepared for his lessons and adept at planning instruction that was varied, interesting, and well suited for language learners.

Jonathan was pleasant to work with, providing both humor and expertise in a sometimes chaotic environment. We also appreciated his flexibility and patience with schedule or curriculum changes.  He was attuned to both student and teacher needs, responding to 

needs as they arose.  I would highly recommend him for a teaching position in an international school.  Should you require any further information, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Sue House

(503) 916-5220 (W)

(503) 493-9269 (H)

SwaziHouse@aol.com

