Salem-Keizer School District

The Salem-Keizer School District in Salem, Oregon is comprised of roughly 34,300+ students (October 1999).  There are 54 school locations and eight additional buildings.  The limited English proficiency is 10% of all students, about 3,348, and Salem-Keizer has 26 different languages spoken at their different schools.  Special Education reaches 11 percent of all students at roughly 3,794 students.  Title 1 includes 5, 850 students, 17%,  and the district has 16 schools listed in Title 1. The Superintendent is Kay Baker and the Assistant is Wink Miller.  Dave Guile is the Director of Instructional Services.  The 1999-2000 general fund budget reached $209.5 million breaking down to $5,365 per student.  Over 66% of that budget was used for instruction with the remaining money spent on instructional support and school administration, central support services, facilities acquisition and construction, and transfer/contingency.  The mission for Salem-Keizer Public Schools is “In partnership with the community, we ensure that each student will have the essential knowledge, skills and attitudes to be a lifelong learner, a contributing citizen and a productive worker in a changing and increasingly diverse world.”  

Myers Elementary School

Principal Gail Gregson is at the helm of Myers Elementary School.  It is Kindergarten – 5th grade, located in a West Salem neighborhood.  It is one of the few bilingual schools in the district serving about one quarter of the 402 students in Spanish instruction.  There are 43 staff members currently working at Myers.  The diversity of the school is not very expansive outside of the Hispanic students, but there are a few students from other backgrounds- some from Russia, a few Asian-Americans and a couple of African American students.  Another aspect of their diversity is the socio-economic spectrum of the school.  All socio-economic backgrounds are represented at Myers and that adds a healthy dimension of diversity.  The school is about 20 years old with a media center, a family area for drama, no cafeteria, a gym and two covered play sheds.  Myers provides child care for those students who need it both before and after school.  Otherwise, their doors are open to students from 8:45a.m.- 3:00p.m.  

Pat Knight’s Third Grade Classroom at Myers Elementary School

Pat Knight has 30 third graders in her class this year.  There are 20 boys and 10 girls.  Two students are on academic IEP’s, two more students are on speech IEP’s. One student has a 504 as she needs instructions repeated and some other modifications implemented.  There is also an autistic student in the classroom who has an aide for three hours a day.  He is at the academic level of most of his classmates but has a difficult time fitting in socially. Pat feels like she has a total of five students who are having trouble keeping up with the rest of the class.  Two kids are identified as TAG students, one more is currently undergoing TAG testing.  Overall, Pat feels like most of the students are interested and motivated to learn.  

The physical environment feels a little small for the number of students and the number of adults in the classroom- there are almost always at least three adults in the classroom at a time.  There are six tables for the students, their names are on the tables and each table has an animal name hanging on a sign from the ceiling.  Each student has a box for their writing materials and there are little keys at each table with cursive letters, a multiplication table and a map of the U.S.  The autistic student has his own desk next to the teacher’s, there’s also another table in the back by the window for an aide or additional adult to sit.  There is a ton of informative information on the walls of the classroom. The amount of information seems a little overwhelming at first, but most of the information is used in the curriculum.  There are three computers, a math bulletin board, a reading group corner and a writing bulletin board.  Each student has his or her own cubby where they keep their books and other odds and ends to try and cut down on the clutter at each table, since 30 students share six tables.  There is a closet where the kids can hang up their coats and back packs which is a lifesaver in this small classroom.  

Before and after school the kids are allowed to play at the Lego table which has a sign up sheet and its own set of rules.  They can also play with Snowflake, the class rat.  Both of these things are off limits during the day.  Snowflake has a sign-up schedule so that students can take her home over a weekend and it’s something that kids get really excited about.  They also have a grow lab in the classroom for science experiments and classroom plants, it’s located under the three windows which are another bonus feature of the classroom (some Myers classrooms don’t have any windows).

The class rules are posted in the back of the room and all of the kids have signed the six class rules.  There’s also a job chart with kids’ names on clothespins.  The clothespins are rotated every day so that the 30 jobs are divided up evenly.  The front board has a weather predictor, the date in English and Spanish, the history fact of the day, the goal of the week, any announcements and the daily class schedule with times.  There’s also a flip chart filled with patriotic songs.  The song leader for the day gets to pick out the song and direct the class about what word to sing next with their pointer. 

The student are allowed to talk quietly when they are working on assignments but are supposed to be quiet when someone is addressing the class.  They are a very talkative class so they often need to be reminded of this rule.  I will be teaching social studies in the afternoon, for about 30 minutes to a half an hour a day.  I will start on Monday, November 4th and teach through November 18th, which will give me ten class periods to cover map skills with the students.  

Unit Introduction

Mrs. Knight’s 3rd Grade class hasn’t studied social studies at all this year.  As I introduce map skills, I will also introduce social studies to the students.  We will go through a lot of different aspects of map skills including location, place, distance, different kinds of maps, keys, compasses and cardinal directions as an introduction to what they will continue to delve deeper into with each passing year.  After this unit is complete, Mrs. Knight plans to address communities and they will use their social studies book to do that as that is where the book starts. 

I will teach map skills in the afternoons, after writing, for about 30-45 minutes a day.  I will start on November 4th and my last class will be on the 18th of November if everything goes as planned.  It will be 10 lessons in 10 days.  

Rationale

Maps evolved independently in many separate parts of the earth.  Marshall Islanders made stick charts for navigation, maps in Mexico used footprints to represent roads.  Early Eskimos carved ivory to make coastal maps, Incas built relief maps of clay and stone, and Chinese literature contains references to map making as early as 7th B.C.  Maps are a tool to some and a means of survival for many.  They can be as simple as a floor plan or as complicated as a detailed topographic map.  Maps are a valuable resource and the third graders at Myers Elementary will be introduced to maps and their value as they learn basic map skills.

Map skills are something that every person should have some familiarity with.  We, as humans, do not stay in one place, we go to different places almost every single day. Therefore, we need to be able to find these different locations.  A map is a picture that shows the location of something.  Therefore, maps can help us explore almost any place we may want to go.  We will start out big, with the globe, the world, and take the unit all the way down to a small-scale map of their classroom.  For students to value the importance of maps, they need to see them being used and explore the uses of them, to make them relevant to their lives.

Personally, I have been fortunate enough to travel and explore many different places outside my home.  I was born in California, moved to Oregon to go to college, spent a summer in Germany, lived in Africa for two years and have traveled to many places throughout the course of my life.  I have come to depend on maps each time I move to a new place and every time I travel.  I use road maps, topographic maps, political maps, transportation maps, grid maps, you name the map, I’ve used it.  I also have a cartographer for a husband, so maps are important to us as they are one of his professional passions.  With this kind of background, I get very excited to teach maps to a classroom of third graders.  I hope to impart some of my enthusiasm about maps to them so that they will continue to explore the different kinds of maps that exist and become very familiar with map reading as they continue on their educational journeys.

As we start out with maps, we will use a globe to show the difficulties that map makers have in trying to make something round into something flat.  We will use an orange to clearly demonstrate this point.  From there, we will move into “what is a map?”, location and place, keys, symbols, cardinal directions, distance, different kinds of maps, and the application of creating their own school map.  They will exchange their school maps and be assigned to find different points in the school to check for accuracy.  The most exciting thing about this unit is the fact that map reading is a lifelong skill, something that they will use for the rest of their lives. This fact may not resonate with them, but a seed will be planted and hopefully, with time and nourishment, it will grow. 

