Education Psychology- Strand II

Group 4 Discussion Leader:  Amy Gemmer Smith

Woolfolk- Chapter 2- Cognitive Development and Language

I.  Development 

General principles of Development, The Brain and Cognitive Development

1. Summarize three principles describing how development takes place.

2. What part of the brain is associated with higher mental functions?

3. What is lateralization and why is it important?

4. What aspect of development is involved in Trevor’s understanding of “symbolism” at the opening of this chapter?

II.  Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development:

Influences on Development, Basic Tendencies in Thinking, Four Stages of Cognitive Development, 

1. What are the main influences on cognitive development?

2. What is a scheme?

3. As children move from sensorimotor to formal operational thinking, what are the major changes?

4. What are the characteristics of concrete-operational thinking?  Is Trevor’s thinking concrete?

III.  Implications of Piaget’s Theory for Teachers 

Understanding Students’ Thinking, Matching Strategies to Abilities, Constructing Knowledge, Some Limitations of Piaget’s Theory

1. What is the “problem of the match” described by Hunt?

2. What is active learning?  Why is Piaget’s theory of cognitive development consistent with active learning?

3. What are some limitations of Piaget’s theory?

4. How would you teach an abstract concept to students like Trevor?

IV.  Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Perspective

The Social Sources of Individual Thinking, Cultural Tools and Cognitive Development, The Role of Language in Private Speech, The Role of Adults and Peers

1. Explain how interpsychological development becomes intrapsychological development. 

2. What are the differences between Piaget’s and Vygotsky’s perspectives on private speech and its role in development?

3. Can you trace the origin of one of your problem-solving strategies to social interactions with parents or teachers?  How did you learn?

V.  Implications of Vygotsky’s Theory for Teachers

Assisted Learning, The Zone of Proximal Development

1. What is assisted learning and what role does scaffolding play?

2. What is a student’s zone of proximal development?

3. Think of some kinds of scaffolding that would help you learn about Vygotsky.

4. In the situation at the beginning of the chapter, how would you use peer learning to move students toward an understanding of symbolism?

VI.  The Development of Language

How Do We Learn Language?; Language Development in the School Years; Language, Literacy and Teaching; Teachers and Literacy

1. How are humans predisposed to develop language?

2. Describe teacher actions and responses that encourage language development.

3. Name two things you could do to form literacy partnerships with your students’ families.

4. How could you elaborate on and extend Trevor’s understanding of “symbolism”?

