A Visit to Mission Mill Museum

1. A budget for an Activity Tour (which includes one tour and one activity)

A. Fee = $5.00 per student, the chaperones are free (Mission Mill requires one chaperone per five students, we will most likely not exceed this number).

B. In my fifth grade class, we have 34 students. We will eat lunch upon our return so we will not need money for food.  

C. Transportation will be an estimated $100 round trip.

D. The total budget is 34 students x $5.00 entrance fee + $100 (bus)= $270.00

2. See attached for letter to parents

3. Goals and objectives-

Our fifth grade class has been studying the history of Oregon Pioneers, the Mission Mill houses and mill related topics.   We are ready for an experiential learning experience.  We would like to take a tour of one of the historic houses on the Mission Mill grounds as well as taking part in an activity such as churning butter just like the pioneers.  The goal is to promote active learning so that these more abstract ideas such as a self-sustaining lifestyle which includes making your own butter, can become more of a reality for these fifth graders.  Experience is the best teacher!

The District expectations regarding field trips is that a.) when feasible, they are encouraged and b.) they must be of educational value.   A trip to the Mission Mill definitely covers both of those expectations.  One of our school goals is “To improve student performance and staff expectations in written communication”.  A product of this social studies, science and English integrated field trip will be a written report based on the history of a real life pioneer.

4. Lesson Plan

I. Mid-September

II.  Preparation for a field trip to Mission Mill Museum

III.  Agenda

A. Discuss who Oregon Pioneers are.

B. What do the students know about Oregon Pioneers?

C. Read from our History Book about different Pioneers and bring it back to our very own “living” example here in Salem, the Mission Mill.

IV.  Specifics of Mission Mill

A. Show the Mission Mill “Orientation Video” to highlight the different historical, on-site buildings such as the 1898 Thomas Kay Woolen Mill, the 1841 Jason Lee House, the 1847 John D. Boon House, the 1841 Methodist Parsonage and the PGE Water Power Interpretive Exhibit.  

B. Introduce the fact that we are going to visit the Mission Mill in the next couple of weeks and that we will be studying the history of the different houses, the culture of Oregon pioneers and the importance of the mill.

C. Expectation of the field trip/ logistics to be addressed at a later date.

V. Activities

A.  Students will experience a condensed 19th century school day.  They will participate in a spelling bee and other lessons that will give them a glimpse into what a school child’s life would have been like for pioneers.

      VI.  Questions-

A. What was different about the pioneer’s school day from your own?

B. Do you feel differently about your own educational opportunity after that experience?  How?

C. Which pioneer house most interests you and why?

      VII. Homework-

A. Contact an older person (grandparent, friend, parent’s older friend, etc. . .) and try to find out what they know about Oregon Pioneers.  What is something about the “olden” days that they miss?     

VIII.  Next Lesson- Mill related activities, water as a natural resource.

5. Before we leave the school for the field trip, the students will be given a worksheet which will include short answer questions about the tour that we are going to take.  They will be given class time to read through the worksheet so that they know the expectations.   Between the activity and the tour, they will be given time to complete the short-answer and multiple choice worksheet.  Each child will also be given an opportunity to churn their own butter and they actually get to take some home.  This experience will be a great journal topic for the afternoon after they returned.  They can write about how they felt during the experience and they will be better able to put themselves in the shoes of a pioneer WOMAN and explain what a typical day consists of.  This will be especially interesting to read.   

6. To assess the field trip, I will have my overall impression of the field trip and I will pass out a small sheet for the kids to fill out with a few yes or no questions about the value and a short answer question for them to describe what they gained.

