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What inferences do you make from your observations?

Based on my observations at two different locations in the neighborhoods surrounding Judson Middle School, it seems as though this is a pretty comfortable area in which people choose to raise a family.  All of the homes that we saw at our two different sites were single-family homes meaning that people either own or rent them, we didn’t see any apartments.  Most of the cars were either nice commuter cars or cars that could fit large numbers of people- such as the many mini-vans we saw or great “get-away” cars- all of the SUV’s that sped by us.  Near Judson, there is a bus stop but it didn’t seem like a heavy public transportation area, we only saw one person waiting there out of our three visits to a location nearby.  

Another reason that I think people in the area are rather comfortable is due to the fact that there were some “toys” around- we saw a boat and a motor home.  There is also some development taking place- the church is either being expanded or renovated (undoubtedly community funded) and there were some brand new houses near our Nalani and Idylwood site.  That same spot had cars home a lot of the time which leads me to believe that they are either retirees or a one-parent working family- they have to either be employed or have been employed at a fairly decent job to afford the house, the car and the toys.  Additionally, there aren’t very many houses for sale, which makes it look like a pretty stable neighborhood, not a lot of turnover. 

There are three churches right next to the school which of course seems like a good argument to say that people are somehow religious in the area.  Based on the religious inference (although not very well-founded) I think we can talk about the possibility of a pretty strong sense of community.  There were a ton of mini-vans so quite possibly these families carpool to different activities because it looks like they have the space.  

Generally speaking, I think that the community surrounding Judson is well kept, with fairly expensive homes that for the most part are for sale, not for rent.  The community works together to take care of their houses, their landscaping and to look out for each other through their church/ school involvement.  Some kids are latchkey but there are some stay at home moms in the area too, they participate in the booster club at Judson.  The school does fairly well on tests because of the parent involvement and the fact that the parents encourage their kids to do well in school.  There are lots of families in this neighborhood but there are also some elderly folks so the median age will be higher due to the wide spectrum of ages represented in the community.  

For the most part, the “Neighborhoods” edition matched my inferences although it didn’t include as much information as I suspected it would.  I was surprised by the fact that the chairwoman of the neighborhood association shared that she felt the neighborhood was becoming more ethnically diverse.  I didn’t get this feeling from observing the neighborhood but I do see a couple kids with different backgrounds in Judson’s classrooms, but not the neighborhood directly around Judson middle school.  I was also surprised to see so many renter-occupied households in the stats- it’s just under 50-50 when it comes to renter and owner-occupied households (a few more owned than rented).  Other people quoted in the article talked about the “older, established homes,” the “middle-class working area” and the “true neighborhood feeling of it”.  I guess that inferences can give you a good feel but really one shouldn’t judge a whole area based on two different lookout spots.  The school draws from a vast area and we, as teachers, should always be aware of where our students are bussed in from- that’s a great lesson to always keep in mind!  

