1. Describe your first memory of  “reading”.

Really and truly my first reading memories come from Kindergarten when we had a consistent series of books that continued to get a little more difficult as time passed.  There was a character named Ed, I think he was an elephant and some other, more forgettable, characters.  It was of the “see Dick run, see Jane play” genre and our class read the books both as a class and on our own.

2. If you could be a character in a children’s book, who would you choose to be and why?
I think I would want to be a character in one of Aesop’s Fables because of all of the adventure that I would undergo regardless of the fable.  Maybe I would fly or I would be a spirit or an animal- there are so many different directions that I would be able to go.

Also, The Hobbit isn’t exactly a children’s book but it is a book for adolescents on up.  I would love to be Bilbo Baggins, the quiet little hobbit who just happened to get be involved in this incredibly adventurous caper and came out on top.  I loved how he was so easy to relate to because he kept talking about how he just wanted to be home in his bed when he was fighting dragons instead.  He was the unassuming hero who loved honey and bread- what a kick.

3. What children’s book or series of books has made the most lasting impression on you as you travel through life?

Again, this answer is sort of diverting from a more traditional answer but as a child, we had a great set of World Book of Encyclopedia’s.  I used them again and again for reports, factoids and had fun just flipping through the pages finding interesting facts and what not.  Now, for better or for worse, those books have been replaced with the Internet but I vow to have a set in my classroom even if I have a computer that is hooked up to the web!

15. If you were stranded on an island with six children, what ten books would you bring and why?

 
The Hobbit- adventure and fun- can read aloud to all ages


Where the Wild Things Are- adventure and fun


Harold and the Purple Crayon- inspire art and creativity/ imagination


Goodnight Moon- peaceful, soothing ritual book

Harry Potter- imaginative, creative, the sky’s the limit- can read aloud to different age groups.

Alice in Wonderland- your mind can take you so many different places- it could be worse, you could be getting your head chopped off!  Can be understood on many different levels.

Oh, The Places You Will Go- Dr. Seuss is indispensable, creative, takes you to places you didn’t know you could go!  Could give some hope to those on the island.

Where the Sidewalk Ends- the poetry shows how so few words can have such a big impact- all of the different predicaments and circumstances of the book would give the kids some hope!  Appeals to many different age groups.

A book of games/ crafts and a book of songs.  We would need some different ideas that could help pass the time and keep our spirits going too.

18. How will you use children’s literature in your classroom?

I will probably read different poems and stories in my classroom that will be outside of our normal curriculum.   The aim would be to expose them to different styles they may want to explore on their own and to vary the way that kids approach reading.  Some kids may not have an adult encouraging them to read and journal at home and I want to try and pass this on to them- so that it will last for the rest of their lives.

19.   Spend some time in the children’s area of your local library.  What did you notice about the area?  It’s very well organized; they have made it a very comfortable and friendly place to be.  They have a computer room that is widely used, a list of all of the upcoming events and activities; the stuffed animals are adorable- it’s just a joy to be there!  

The children?  A lot of Hispanic kids were there with their families, I found that interesting in a town with few minorities.  There were a wide range of ages; the kids loved the different computer games they were playing.  It’s a great way to spend time with your kids.

The librarians?  They were very knowledgeable, friendly and happy to answer your questions!

