Teacher:  Mrs. Smith

  Unit Topic:  Map Skills

Lesson 8


       11/14/01 1:30-1;45, 2:30-3:00

Objectives/Outcomes:

4. Identify differences between various maps.  

  4.2  Understand street maps, physical maps and political maps.

Materials/Supplies: 30 pupil workbooks- pg. 10 and 11, maps all around the room, two overheads, 30 different maps, 30 map journals, a compass, harmonica, the bear for “hide the bear”

Anticipatory Set: Working on four more smiley faces (classroom management piece)

Using your map journal, put 11/14 at the top of a lined page and answer these questions:   I will have them identify different items on the grid that we used yesterday.  1.  What are the coordinates of the cat?  2.  What’s in C3?  3.  Go to E-5, go North 2 squares and West one square, where are you? 4. What different kinds of maps do you know about?  Can you write the names of any of them?  (5 min.)

Learning Activities: Hand out little books and turn to page 10.  Raise your hand if you think  a farmer needs maps.  Why?  Go through each picture and then we’ll go to page 11.  Everyone needs maps!  Which person on page 10 uses which map on page 11?  Give them a second to think about it and we will match all of the pictures (10 min.)

1.  Talk about street maps, physical maps, and political maps show examples of each and write definitions of all of the maps we have studied on the board: (5 min)

Floor Plans: A drawing of the surface of a room or building which shows the location of windows and doors.  The view is generally from overhead.  

Grid maps: It’s divided by lines that run from side to side and from top to bottom.  Grid maps allow us to locate places or things using absolute or exact location.  

Street maps: Street or road maps help guide travelers from one place to another.  They can show major highways, roadways, country lanes, dirt roads , even roads under construction!

Physical Maps: Also known as landform maps, can show vegetation (plant life), terrain (ground), elevation of the terrain (height of the ground), and other natural features, using color symbols, picture symbols or a combination of both.

Political Maps:  Political maps show cities and the boundaries between places.  Boundaries or borders on a map reflect the political divisions agreed upon by communities, counties, states or nations.

I want you to investigate a map and answer the following questions (go through questions):

1. What is the title of your map?

2. What do you like about your map? 

3. Does your map have a compass rose?  

· If so, draw the compass in your journal.

4. Does your map have a key?

· Does your key have picture symbols?

· Does your key have line symbols?

· Does your key have color symbols?

· Which symbol do you like the best?  

5. Does your map have a grid?   

6. What kind of map is it?  (Floor plan, Street map, Political map, Physical map- look at definitions on the board.)

7. Do you have any questions about your map?

When you finish with your map, you can answer the same questions about another map in the room. 

I will excuse you table by table (using the table names) and when I call your table, I want you to go to the resource shelves and find a map.  After you have your map, follow the directions up here on the overhead.  Oh and yes, you may work on the floor.  ( 20 min- including directions)

Closure: We will show a few of the maps that they looked at to the class. 

Announcement: Tomorrow- YOU WILL HAVE THE WHOLE TIME TO MAKE A MAP IN CLASS- bring your ideas about the kind of map that you want to make tomorrow and you will present it on FRIDAY! (5 min)

*If we have extra time, I will make time to play “hide the bear” game using directions.  Make sure to incorporate the NW, SW, NE, SE this time!  (It’s explained in lesson 6.) 

Adaptations: 
TAG:  I imagine that they will go through the questions quickly so I would like them to investigate more than one map.  

I.E.P: About four kids in our class will need extra help with the activities, Mrs. Knight will be there for two of them, I will try to help one and Mrs. Reynolds will work with her charge to make sure that they all work on the investigative map activity and hopefully finish it in class.  

Reflection: 

I think everything went pretty well.  I know it was difficult for the students to fully grasp all of those definitions, I guess I looked at it as an introduction even though it was an objective; I wanted the students to be exposed to the terminology.  I decided to go for this lesson as the 8th in the sequence because I was afraid the terms might scare them off in the beginning, I thought they needed more background before I overwhelmed them.  In other words, I couldn’t justify going through the whole maps unit without at least mentioning some quality terminology that I know they’ll here again and again in the spiral process of Oregon education.  

The first activity was pretty good but as usual, I think we could’ve spent more time on it.  Most of the kids got the hang of it very quickly but that 15 minute time block flies by.  The key is to jump in head first but with this imperative behavior adjustment, I automatically lose a couple of minutes.  I need to figure out how to get around that.  

The investigation went well.  I could’ve use a few more basic maps for some of the students but luckily I saw a couple of students take the initiative and buddy up with another kid who was willing to partner with them.  That worked out well for both students.  The maps were cumbersome because they were big and of course having all of the students work on the floor can be a challenge but it ended up working out fine despite the constant rumble of maps and excited students.

One rough spot was that one of the IEP students needed my help and I just wasn’t there for her the way I needed to be.  We only had one extra teacher in there at the time and she was helping the other IEP kids and therefore Tessa didn’t finish her assignment.  That’s worse case scenario and I should’ve just given her a whole different assignment to do.    

