Teacher:  Mrs. Smith          

Unit Topic:  Map Skills

Lesson 1


           11/01/01  2:00-3:00 p.m.

The Difference Between a Map and a Globe/ Map Unit Introduction

Objectives/ Outcomes:

1.  Differentiate between a map and a globe. 

  1.1 Identify map components

  1.2 Describe difference between a map and a globe.

Materials and Supplies Needed: Me on the Map book, harmonica, 6 globes from Mr. Ochoa’s room, 30 copies of MAP sheet, 30 oranges, 30 scissors, tape on edges of pie tins, crayons, copy of pattern for oranges, maps and globes around the room, a peeled orange, 30 map journals  

1.  Anticipatory Set:  Re-introduce self and tell students that you expect them to follow the rules that they agreed to in the beginning of the year, which are in the back of the classroom, I will reiterate any I feel particularly strongly about. I will also introduce my harmonica, and tell them that I will use it when I want to get their attention. 

Read a book called Me on the Map.  Introduce the concept of maps and the fact that we are starting social studies this year with map making.  (8 minutes)

2.  Hand out sheet with MAP in the middle, have students write down different words that they think of when they think of maps- this will act as the preassessment for the unit. (5 minutes)

3. Learning Activities: Show finished product, explain orange-globe activity, hand out materials and write directions on the board.

· Students will cut out the paper as the pattern is drawn on the sheet. 

· Students will tape the paper to the orange so that they can color and label fairly comfortably on the paper covered orange.

· Students will color the continents on their orange/globe, each piece of land will have a different color.  They should color the water blue.  

· They can label the orange/globe if they have extra time. 

· Once they are finished, they will exchange globes and share what they made with their partners.  (30 minutes)

· Amy will pass out Map journals and check off their orange/globes as you walk around the room. 

4.  The students will share their “discoveries”. What did you color?  Why was the paper cut up the way it was? What did you label?  Where is the North Pole?  We will just explore what they learned through the activity.  (3 minutes)

5.  We, as a class, will talk about the different components that should have been on the map- the continents, oceans, equator, etc. . . we’ll talk about the difficulty of map making and how map makers are taking something round/ spherical and putting it into something flat.  Show them the map that is cut up the same way our maps are cut up.  Also, we will have a peeled orange to help illustrate the point from another perspective.  If time, I will show them the chopped up globe. (3 minutes)

6. Closure: Introduce Map journals and they will all write at their desks the answer to this question:  What is a difference between maps and globes? (3 minutes)  Share (if time) and turn in answers.  (2 minutes)

Assessment:  Pre with the mind map, post-final product of covered orange- it should be colored and it may be labeled with the continents as well as the journals with a difference between maps and globes written.

Adaptations:  

· Students who move a little bit faster can label more of their “globe” and they can write more in the final assessment.  

· Students who work a little bit slower can label less on their map and write one sentence about the difference between a map and a globe.

· The autistic student can have his aide help with the globe making activity.

Reflection:  All went pretty well.  The students were excited to start a whole new subject, maps were their introduction to social studies for the year.  They responded well to my harmonica as a little attention getter/ request for silence.  I definitely could’ve spelled out exactly what I wanted with the orange/ map activity in clearer steps- I left a little room for them to make a decision or two and I think at this age, it’s best if you just give them step by step directions so that everyone is doing the same thing at the same time.  Oranges were a bit of a challenge because of course they are all different sizes and some were too big.  I knew kids were going to be a little picky about that but I didn’t want to buy tennis balls or something of the sort because that would’ve been way too expensive.  Actually if I would’be used tangerines it may have been better but again, it came down to expense.  When you are doing an active activity, you have to get used to some noise.  When you are a new teacher, I think it’s difficult to gauge a typical and therefore acceptable amount of noise.  This activity was something that they were excited about and they needed different things to complete the activity and so there was a dull murmur throughout the activity but I expected it and didn’t have a problem with it.

All of the students except one finished the activity and the activity took the bulk of the period.  It wasn’t appropriate to hand out the Map Journals as anticipated because that would’ve distracted and confused them.  I had to put off both the map journals and asking the asssessment question what is the difference between a map and a globe until the next day and I think that ended up being a better plan anyway.

According to the assessment, which I did on day 2, about ________ percent of the class understood a difference between a map and a globe. 

It was fun, active, a good introduction and kick off.  Overall, I would say the lesson was a success!

