Teacher:  Mrs. Smith          

Unit Topic: Map Skills

Lesson 2


           11/02/01  1:30-2:00 p.m.

 Perspective

Objectives/ Outcomes

2. Explore Perspective

  2.1  Explain Perspectives from the ground and perspectives from the air.

  2.2  Draw different perspectives.

Materials and supplies needed:  Copies of sheet with objects drawn from above, map journals with blank pages, crayons, colored pencils, markers

1.  Anticipatory set:  Draw something on the board from the top that will be very difficult to decipher.  Have them make lots of guesses until they finally figure out that it’s something drawn from above.  (3 minutes)

2.  Hand out sheet with a handful of things drawn from above.  Have them write what they think each item is.  Go through items as a class and talk about perspective.  Discuss “Bird’s eye view” and how we see things when we’re in an airplane, from a tall building, a tower, a mountain.  That’s how maps are drawn .  .  . (7 minutes)

3.  Learning Activities:  Draw two different things in the classroom, one thing from the ground and one thing either from above or how it would look from above.  

· When you are finished, find three different partners and try to guess what their items are and you will have them guess what yours objects are.  

· Record your guesses in your journal.

· After they are finished, I will have them write in their map journals, the difference between looking at something from the ground and from the air. (at least one sentence) (15 minutes)

4.  Closure: Does anyone want to have the class guess their items/ objects?

· Turn in your journal with your pictures and I will try to guess! (5 minutes)

Assessment:  The handout with items the students will guess what they are is the preassessment.  The journal with the drawings from “ground level” and above, as well as their response to the difference question will be the assessment for the lesson.

Adaptations: 

· The TAG students may draw more than two items, they may have more people guess what their items are, they may record all of their answers in their journals and they may write more for their explanation.

· The IEP kids may just pair up with one other student in class, their drawing may not be as detailed, the most important thing for them is to draw the two different perspectives.

· The autistic student may have the aide select the items for him.

Filler:  If the activity doesn’t take the full 30 minutes, I will read the kids a story before they take off:  Are We There Yet, Daddy? By Virginia Walters and Illustrated by S.D. Schindler.

Reflection:  I had to hand out the map journals at the beginning of this class instead of last and as a class, we  discussed the importance of their journals.  I told them that I expected them to have their map journals at the beginning of every class.  I was a lot better this lesson about being extremely clear about every single step that I wanted them to take.  I had them open their journals, write the date at the top of the paper and answer the questions on the board.  I told them that they didn’t need to write the questions (for the sake of time), to just write the number and answer the question.  The preassessment went well, most of the kids got  three out of the five objects from above and most of them understood what point of view was as they proved through their drawings “from above”.  I think they related to the bird’s eye view comparison and those who had been on top of mountains and in airplanes also remembered how different things looked from above.  

I think all levels are feeling included except there is this one girl who can barely read and she is a real challenge because I have to verbally ask her everything and have others help her with her answers.  I need to review her IEP to make sure that we are meeting her needs.

Another challenge is the fact that we always have a few kids absent.  I haven’t been able to get all of the kids caught up because the day is so busy that I don’t want them to be off task in another subject working on map stuff.  I should talk with Pat about this one as well.

Overall, I’d say that we covered quite a bit in a mere half hour.  The key to that lesson was to be extremely clear about each step, that really helped everyone stay on task and organized.  

I stayed afterwards to mark in their  journals and get them back in their cubby holed before Monday morning.  

