Teacher:  Mrs. Smith

     
   Unit Topic:  Map Skills

Lesson 3



     11/05/01   1:30-2:15

Map Keys and Titles

Objectives/ Outcomes

4.  Explain map key and title

  4.1 Investigate maps

  4.2 Record your findings

Materials and supplies needed:  A handout of a map with a title and a key, a lot of maps around the room- all sizes shapes, colors and types. Photocopy of “Where’s the mine?” worksheet. 

1.  Anticipatory set:  How many people have used maps?  How did you use it?  How many people have traveled?  How did you get to your destination?  

2.  I’ll pass out a map with a title and a key.  Have them circle the title of the map and the key.  Collect the activity for a preassessment.

3.  Explain map title and key, go through some examples, and what the different things in the key mean.  Start out using a very basic map and try to work with one that is a little more challenging.  

4.  Learning Activities:  

· Using the transportation map that I’m going to hand out, they will answer the following questions in their journals:.   

· Does it have a title?

· If so, what is the title of your map?

· Does it have a key?

· What are some of the symbols in the key?

· What do the symbols stand for?

Worksheet called “Where’s the mine?”- it’s a good review of keys and should be a good application of the concept.  

4.  Closure.  Share your favorite map and explain why maps are so important to you- personal insight.  Does anyone else have another reason why they like maps?

Cleanup, hand in worksheet (if finished) and they can work on the cover of their map journals if they have extra time. 

Assessment:  The preassessment was the handout with title and key, could they recognize them?  The assessment will be both to look at their journals and those worksheets as well.

Adaptations:

· The TAG students may look at additional maps and answer the same questions.  
· The IEP kids will need to answer the questions for at least one map and they may have to take the worksheet home as homework. 
Reflection:  I have found that I have to take so much time to clearly explain every step that I often have to eliminate things to fit the main activities in the lesson.  I also find that it takes more time to clean up than I had originally anticipated so that is another small bit of time that I don’t have.  So, for example, in today’s lesson, I really only had 38 minutes to teach because it took them two minutes for them to get their map journals and we had to leave five minutes for them to clean up and get ready to leave for the day.  Mind you five minutes is the absolute minimum amount of time that they need, it’s actually not even enough.  

The overheads were fun to use except the one with the map key was actually too small.  The map was a fine size but not the little type on the key, I didn’t think about that.  I also handed out the example and going through that was very helpful.  The in-class activity/ worksheet was good but it may have been just a tad bit advanced for some of the kids.  I had to spend some one on one time with a few kids to make sure they got it. 

I have decided that the little bit of lack of contentedness I feel with my teaching as a whole is the fact that I have not been as enthusiastic as I really want to be.  I need to start really going in there with a great, bright, sunny day.  I think I have been dwelling on the things that frustrate me and I haven’t been concentrating on the most important thing which is having fun with teaching both from my side and for the kid’s sake.  That is going to be my big goal from now on.  I am going to focus on the lesson and all that but I’m determined to start having some fun with this!!

