Teacher:  Mrs. Smith

  Unit Topic:  Map Skills

Lesson 7



     11/13/01 2:00-3:00

Objectives/Outcomes:

4. Identify differences between various maps.  

  4.1  Use grid maps to find location. 

Materials/Supplies:  Blank Grid poster, stickers for blank grid poster, big grid poster with pictures in the coordinates, 30 worksheets, scissors, glue, 30 map journals, 15 treasure game worksheets with dice and plastic people for each team

Anticipatory Set: Play one quick round of hide the bear (explained in Lesson 6) remind them that they are working towards six smiley faces- they only need FOUR more!  (5 min.)

Using your map journal, put 11/13 at the top of a lined page and answer these questions:  

1.  What are the eight directions on a compass rose? 

2.  Have you ever used a grid?  What for?  (4 min.)

Learning Activities: There are many kinds of maps, each one provides different kinds of information.  Your classroom maps were what we call Floor Plans and today I’d like us to explore grid maps.  Who could answer #2 in their map journal? 

Grid maps are divided by lines that run from side to side and from top to bottom Grid maps help us locate places.  Use Salem map as an example- walk around the room so that all of the students can see the map.  (3 min.)

1.  Here’s a blank grid with letters and numbers.  If we want to locate this square, how would we do that?  Let’s go through the letters and numbers of the different squares.  A1, A2, etc . . . until it’s filled up with coordinates. (5 min.)

2.  Here’s a grid with symbols and picture in it.  I want to find the location of this dog, can someone tell me how to do that?  What about the location of this telephone symbol?  Okay, now let’s go in the opposite direction.  What’s in C3?  What about A2?  (This will all be done as a class with much wait time, calling on various students and making sure that everyone is “getting” it.) (5 min.)

3.  Okay, now I’d like you to label your paper and I’m going to go through 15 sheets of paper.  They will either be a letter/number or the name of the picture so you will either write down the name of the picture or the letter/number of the location.

( Amy- Don’t forget to write down what you are pulling out too.) (10 min.)

4.  To make things a little more difficult, I’m going to ask you different questions using the cardinal directions.  First orally and then five in their journals.   (5 min.)

5.  Hand out worksheet exercise after you explain it to them. (15 min.)

6.  Have game ready for kids who are going to finish early- they will work in teams.  They are allowed to pick their own teams if I agree that they can work together and not get too rambunctious.  They can play on the floor and I will hand them out one at a time as they finish the above grid exercise.      

Closure:  I will make time to play the hide the bear game using directions.  I would like to stress NW, SW, SE, NE- the game is explained in lesson 6. 

Adaptations: 
TAG:  I will expect them to have worked with a grid in math so they will most likely answer #2 and no one else may be able to do that.  They should catch on to the location/ grid combination before anyone else, I may need them to help explain the concept orally if a lot of kids are having trouble.  I will also have a game ready for those kids who finish early using grids, dice, and cardinal directions.

I.E.P: About four kids in our class will need extra help with the activities, Mrs. Knight will be there for two of them, I will try to help one and Mrs. Reynolds will work with her charge to make sure that they all work on the worksheet and hopefully finish it in class.  

Reflection: This was my day to be observed so I guess I was probably a little more nervous than usual when I started but I quickly forgot my preoccupation and focused on teaching my lesson.  They jammed through the first grid exercise with very few mistakes.  They enjoyed the activity, being able to get up and go to the board.  I was aware of my teacher movement.

We moved on to a real life example and it turned out to be a little too small.  At that point, I was walking around the room and because the example wasn’t golden, my chatty little class started their usual murmurs.  

The homemade grid with all of the bright colors was a hit and we played a couple of games to test how well they understood the grid.  They understood it a lot more than I thought they would and because of that, I decided not to have them write down the different pictures and coordinates (some with added cardinal directions) and in retrospect, I guess I should’ve had them do that.  I just felt like everyone was there but I know how silly it is to make assumptions, I should’ve known better.  

I handed out the worksheet and I knew that they would plow through that, at the rate they were moving, and I readied the “sponge” game for the whole class.  That ended up being a hit as well and almost every student had an opportunity to pick a partner and play the grid treasure hunt game.  There was a slight problem because a couple of kids couldn’t find partners but they ended up finding each other and it all worked out.  The longer that you are in a classroom, the easier it is to predict who you are going to need to help find partners and who will have too many partners to choose from.  I think that takes some time to figure out and trends fluctuate as well. 

Hide the bear was a hit once again and this lesson really showed me how keen kids are about games.  It’s such a way to promote active learning and they shouldn’t be looked on as simply sponge activities!!
