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1.  Think back to a time in earlier school years when outside influences clouded your ability to function to your full potential in class.  Describe this time and relate it to an example from each of the books.  What changes did you make to overcome the situation?

The ruthless recipe of independence, new friends and dorm life were powerful combination on a small town California girl.  When I moved into “Spiller Hall”, a co-ed dorm at the University of Oregon, my freshman year of college, I cannot say that success in my 300 person classes was the first thing on my mind.  Similar to a lot of freshman across the United States, I was bombarded with living on my own for the first time, meeting brand new people from all across the U.S., getting accustomed to my shoe-box dorm-room and eating every meal in a cafeteria.  The fact that the longer I lived in Spiller, the more I learned that most students didn’t appear to talk about school, didn’t spend much time studying and were more concerned about the social aspects of things, it was pretty easy to fall into a very social and pretty unproductive mode for the first couple months of school.

When word got around that our dorm had the lowest cumulative GPA out of all the dorms on campus, that started to shake me back into reality a little bit. 

Jonathan, from “A Tribe Apart” was a bright kid who had a lot of creative ideas and probably would’ve been an excellent student- this was apparent when he was one of the  few kids selected to go on the trip to _____________.   Unfortunately 

2.  Brainstorm some ideas on ways you, as a teacher, may be able to assist a student who is experiencing changes in life outside of school. Use examples provided by Cleary and Hersch.  Relate memories of school personnel who spent time with you and showed that they cared, especially when you needed a boost.

3.  As a future teacher-leader, what can you do to be pro-active in making school a safe environment for all children to learn and mature? 

