Contact Person:  Ben East

Position: Secondary School English Teacher at the American School of Asencion in Paraguay

E-mail: Chambepeak@aol.com
Date: December 14th
Time: 7:00 pm 

 1.  How can schools/teachers/administrators help

 students broaden their perspectives and cultural

 awareness in order to prepare students for global

 citizenship?

 2.  What barriers do you forsee in making this a

 reality?

 3.  Do schools (public/American) have a responsibility

 to promote global citizenship and/or to prepare

 students for global citizenship?  Why or why not?

 4.  Do you see this happening in your "world"?  If so,

 how?

 5.  Can you recommend anyone else that I should

 contact?

As for global things in the classroom and with administrators all I can 

say is that my current admin is a great guy but a total phony when it 

comes to addressing topics. He calls the high school together twice a 

week for "town meetings" and pontificates off the cuff about this and 

about that and never really even says anything at all. He manages to do 

this for half an hour or more.

What does this have to do with thinking globally? Simple - he is 

teaching by example that all you really need to get by in the world is a great big bag of wind.

I’m not sure you can use that. It might be more helpful if I told you 

that the students here are very globally aware. When I say here I speak 

generally of international schools. Of course that’s obvious - the 

community is international and a lot of these folks have parents in 

diplomatic work. I think that is a greater factor than anything an 

administrator/teacher/school can do (and yes, they should be doing it – sometimes I feel like I never get out of work because even when I’m at the mall reading Newsweek I’m thinking, "now this is useful - bin laden´s underground caves are exactly like Hank Morgan’s entrenched army at the end of ct. yankee in king Arthur’s court.")

But in reality everyone’s too busy laughing at their teachers´ and 

admins´ socks and ties and bad haircuts. I guess that would make those 

things the barriers to implementing the kind of mentality you’re talking about.

Reflection: (Interpretation) Ben is a very well spoken man who can be very cynical, to say the least.  My husband and I have known Ben since the Peace Corps where we were all teaching in Malawi, Africa.  He is currently in Paraguay teaching at an international school and this is his second year of teaching abroad. In this brief and candid interview, it is obvious that Ben has some frustrations that are unrelated to this topic and he’s letting those shine through. 

I would say his most valuable insight comes from the fact that it’s easier to infuse the global perspective in an environment where you have a pool of international students.  Also, the student’s have parents who work in positions that are involved with different levels and different countries’ government.  Therefore, their home influence will inherently make them aware of politics and most likely a bigger picture than say a family living in rural Oregon with a homemaker father and a mom who works at the mill.  Yes, that’s stereotyping but it’s also reality.  

I think Ben’s perspective is valuable because international teachers hopefully come back to the United States of America and teach after they have been immersed in a somewhat global community.  That, most likely, becomes part of them and they will infuse this perspective in the classroom to the benefit of the students.  

The part where Ben talks about the socks and bad haircuts is again Ben’s cynicism but I think it’s also a push for us to continue to try and keep the students engaged and to try to help them in their struggle to find out what is meaningful and what is fun through their course of learning.  

