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1.  How can educators help students broaden their perspectives and cultural awareness in order to prepare students for global citizenship?

This begins in the primary grades with students gaining insights into 

other people's perspectives.  This can be based on lots of different 

basis from gender, to race, to height, etc.  Student’s need to first 

understand that different perspectives exist and to do so without necessarily placing a value on that perspective.  Later on teachers can provide students with projects that require them to describe the different points of views in literature, current events and science.  Finally then they can communicate with others, especially using the Internet, to discuss issues with others from around the country and indeed around the world.

2.  What are the roadblocks to reaching these goals?

One roadblock is fear.  Fear by parents that someone may influence 

their child's perspective or belief system in a negative way.  Another 

roadblock is the current emphasis on academic testing.  Most teachers feel pressured into have kids learn lots of facts to pass state tests, but not necessarily to gain a rich understanding of a complex issue.  

Finally, $.  It costs dollars to have the kind of books and technology that kids need to learn at this level.

3.  Do schools (public/American) have a responsibility

to promote global citizenship and/or to prepare

students for global citizenship?  Why or why not?

Yes they do.  For kids to fully participate in a democracy they must 

have a global understanding of the world.

4.  Do you see this happening in your "world" (Salem-

Keizer School District)?  If so, how?

These happen to varying extents at different schools.  The roadblocks 

identified above create a hardship for some, while other work around 

them.

5.  Can you recommend anyone else that I should

contact?  Not really.

Reflection:  I really appreciate an opinion from someone who works in the Oregon Department of Education.  These are the people who have the bigger picture about the possibilities as well as the honest restraints that exist, that hold us back.  I’m glad to know that Dave supports the idea of global education although he’s pretty realistic about the obstacles that stand in the way.  

He mentioned the fact that you need to start out basic, explaining the idea of perspective in the first place.  This was refreshing as the two elementary school teachers talked about a similar starting point.  The question is, who actually does this in the schools?  Do we not even bring up this idea of perspective until middle or high school?  Why do we shy away from it in the earlier grades?  Is it that scary of a topic to broach?

Dave also talks about how we can utilize technology to help connect students with other student across the U.S. and abroad to create an authentic experience. 

He’s very honest about the obstacles, money, fear, and state tests.  The state tests as an obstacle is something that I think we, as educators, can overcome.  I don’t think global education has to be something that is strictly ONE unit; it’s a matter of infusing this bigger picture when you are explaining simple things like maps, music, art, and literature.  It’s intertwined with what already exists, not creating a new standard or an additional unit of work.  Of course money is an issue, especially now with budget cuts.  Again, it’s not something overly new.  It’s a matter of checking the right books out of the library, finding the information about international speakers in your area, renting the right movie, having kids use e-mail at home or at the school or public library.  

Fear, on the other hand, is a bigger obstacle.  Fear and ignorance must go hand in hand here.  How can we become a safer, stronger and more peaceful country?  By educating ourselves about each other, classmates, countries, cultures, etc. so that we can continue to grow globally and do it in a more successful and peaceful way.

Again, I really appreciate a perspective that is from this level.  I thanked Dave profusely.

