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E-mail: puntacoman98@lycos.com

1. How can schools/teachers/administrators help students broaden their perspectives and cultural awareness in order to prepare students for global citizenship? 

Current events are not spoken of in schools! There is either no time or there are no defined lines as to whose job it is to educate on current issues. Either way the point is that there is plenty of time during the day when we are doing nothing, and something like current events could easily be added to the job of an English teacher or a Social Studies teacher who have relatively loose schedules. Of course that is only one step on the road to preparing students. Issues like racism, which exist more abundantly in schools than one would like to think, cannot be changed easily. Prompting discussions would be one step in a positive discussion, but it is widely known that students do not participate in discussions unless forced. And the closer one gets to graduating, the more force is required. 

2. What are the roadblocks to reaching these goals? 

Stubbornness. Teachers wanting all their time to be spent on their own subjects. Kids not caring. Not wanting to learn. 

3. Do schools (public/American) have a responsibility to promote global citizenship and/or to prepare students for global citizenship? Why or why not? 

I think they need to try harder than they do. Teachers are giving up too easily, they’re saying, “well that is how it is and it’s not going to change”. Well then don’t take this job, if all you put into it is the same brainpower required to work in a factory. Of course they have little incentive if they are getting paid the same as someone who works in a factory. What we need is a complete system overhaul. 

4. Do you see this happening in your "world"? If so, how? 

Nope, sorry. No time soon. But you see that I’m turning out okay. Mostly because I am culturally aware by self-motivation. 

5. Can you recommend anyone else that I should contact? 
Ummmm your mom. I don’t know what I’m supposed to say here.

Reflection:  The student perspective is invaluable.  My brother Andrew was a good person to interview because he’s a good student as in he does well in school but he’s also typically apathetic about school and isn’t especially proactive.  I think he’s being honest about his experience but obviously he’s one student taking six different classes at one school in California.  The thing that surprises me about Armijo is that there is a lot of diversity there but they don’t seem to take advantage of it.  I spoke with Andrew about taking advantage of the language opportunity that they have there and he poo poo’ed the idea BIG TIME. I was thinking that his Spanish 5 class could pair up with authentic Spanish speakers once or twice a month and have conversations based on Mexico- American topics- politics, pollution, border crossings, whatever.  He thought it was a decent enough idea but he didn’t think the students would want to work together and he thought that the students would only speak Spanish about the issues when the teacher was standing next to them.  He’s a big time pessimist so that could be part of the problem but I sure thought it was a great combo of cross-cultural global education.  

Andrew focuses a lot on current events and how they are neglected in his school.  This is such an obvious and natural way to incorporate a bigger picture into the classroom.  What a shame that he never sees that simple step happening.  I know that a lot of schools get newspapers that go into the recycle bin day after day with only a couple of teachers taking time to share any of that information with their classes. 

He also brings up the hard-core view of the fact that he doesn’t see a huge effort on the part of the teacher.  The other argument is that of incentive, or lack thereof and he talks about our system needing an overhaul.  This is a stretch for a high school senior to be open enough to see that things don’t always have to be done the way they are now.  Very impressive.

The roadblock of apathy is frustrating and I think there are so many people to blame this one on.  The schools, the parents, the media, the students themselves and it’s a problem that continues to get worse.  It isn’t reason to give up but we definitely need to try and get to the root of some of the apathy that is so thick in our culture now.

