Contact:  Frances Kuret

Position:  Fourth and Fifth Grade Elementary School Teacher, Dallas Suburbs

Date:  12/29

Time:  12:00

E-mail: kuret@yahoo.com

 1.  How can educators help students broaden their perspectives and cultural awareness in order to prepare them for global citizenship?

I think this varies according to the age you are

teaching.  I teach fourth and fifth grade.  We spend

fifteen to thirty minutes every day discussing current

 events.  I feel this is an excellent way to raise

global awareness.  I usually ask the group of students

who are presenting to explain how the current event

under discussion impacts their family.

I also allow opportunities for students to share about

their various backgrounds as well as sharing my own

experiences.

Lastly, our students prepare and present two

independent projects every year.  We are a K-12 campus

and this project idea is something that is carried out

school wide.  The idea is that the students research a

topic which interests them.  This is another way to

incorporate global perspectives.

2.  What are the roadblocks to reaching these goals?

In the region I am currently teaching in (a suburb of

Dallas), incorporating global perspectives and ideas

is very much dependent on individual teachers.  At the

elementary level, there is not much (if any) focus on

global perspectives.  The curriculum is mostly focused

on the state and beyond that, the U.S.A.  

There is such a heavy emphasis on standardized testing

scores in Texas (as in other states I am told) that

topics such as global education are forced to take the

back burner.

I find this very discouraging.  However, I grew up in

Vancouver (a multicultural city) where diversity was

always a part of our curriculum.

3.  Do schools (public/American) have a responsibility to promote global citizenship and/or to prepare students for global citizenship?  Why or why not?

I do believe that schools have a responsibility to

promote global citizenship, however, my experiences

teaching in the U.S.A. have not given me much hope

that this will become a priority (at least in certain

areas of the country).  Once again, my perspectives

and beliefs have been shaped and influenced by my own

background - growing up in a bilingual household,

living in a multicultural environment, traveling

extensively, and living overseas.  It is almost

impossible for me to imagine that global perspectives

should not be considered paramount.  On the other

hand, many of my own teaching colleagues do not hold a

passport because they have never left the North

American continent.  Therefore their own perspectives

and understandings are often limited.  

The reality in certain areas of Texas is that many

children (indeed many adults) may never explore areas

beyond their own country (perhaps state).  In such

cases, one questions why they would have any interest

(need?) in developing a global perspective.  As a

Canadian, I can attest to the fact that this is often

what is frustrating about the "stereotypical American"

- that they do not seem interested nor knowledgable

about what happens beyond their own borders.  As a

citizen of a large, populous and prosperous nation I

question whether the "stereotypical American" will

alter his/her outlook.  Whether school districts will

emphasize global citizenship in their curriculum?

4.  Do you see this happening in your "world" (your current University)?  If so, how?

I think I addressed this above already - once again I think 

it is dependent on the individual teacher and his/her personal 

background and experiences.

6.  Can you recommend anyone else that I should contact?

Unfortunately it is a difficult time of year to contact people.  

Please let me know if you want me to contact anyone in the New Year.

Reflection:  In re-reading Frances’ responses, I realized something that may be seen as bothersome but at this point in time, there is no real way to remedy my potential mistake. I realized that almost every single person that I interviewed is essentially pro-global education, whether they realized that before I interviewed them I do not know.  It is something that I should have thought about before I interviewed all of these people but it is valuable, nevertheless, to hear how people are actually implementing global education in their classrooms.

I found Frances’ answers extremely thoughtful and well stated.  She had an incredible perspective with the combination of dual-citizenship, a bi-lingual upbringing, having taught in international schools and also in many different states.  I think that she is very practical and realistic about the challenge that global education faces to be part of the curriculum, especially in her current state of Texas, as she mentioned.  Since Texas is not only the current president’s state but since their focus is so heavy on the state, standardized tests and that phenomenon is still so new, I imagine most of the focus is indeed on meeting the “standards”.  Due to the fact that global ed. isn’t part of the testing, it’s going to be more of a challenge for teachers who don’t already have the mindset of broadening their student’s perspectives to find the motivation to include another element into their teaching.

I admire Frances’ determination to not fall victim to the testing determining all of the curriculum she covers.  Including 15-30 minutes is not unreasonable; it’s not too little and not too much.  I have no idea how the kids react to the daily inclusion of current events but I bet Frances’ international perspective helps motivate the kids to think about their own travels in their future, I imagine it makes good dinner conversation as well.

Lastly, I appreciated Frances’ observation about how few of her colleagues have passports because they simply don’t leave North America.  I have a statistic about this in my Leadership paper, I can’t remember the number off the top of my head but I know that it shocked me when I read the number. 

It looks like Frances’ interesting perspective will most likely be my last interview.  Her answers are good one’s to go out on.  I feel like I have learned a lot, now it’s a matter of synthesizing all of the information into one grand presentation!

