Date: 12/10/01          Time: 2:00 pm

Contact person:  Imelda Mensah

Position:  MAT student, previously a middle/ high school 

teacher in Namibia, Africa. She is a native Namibian.

E-mail address: iemensah@yahoo.com
1.  How can educators help students broaden their 

 perspectives and cultural awareness in order to 

 prepare them for global citizenship?

Response:  They can invite guest speakers from

different cultural groups.  Students within the school

can talk to classmates.  Cultural activities by

different groups where the whole school looks on.  Show

students videos on different countries in the world. 

Acknowledging different holidays and try to get first

hand information ot it.  Exhibition in cafeteria or

schoolhalls of many different cultures.  Let students

do research and report back to the rest of the class.

2.  What are the roadblocks to reaching these goals?

Response:  Some people feel that only a specific

culture is best(this we have back home a lot). 

Arrogance.  Ignorance.  Teachers might feel it is time

consuming to learn about other cultures, or that it is

of no use.  Teachers do not want to get down to the

level of minority groups.

3.  Do schools (public/American) have a responsibility

to promote global citizenship and/or to prepare

students for global citizenship?  Why or why not?

Response:  They definitely do.  As educational

leaders, we are not only responsible to teach students

subject matters, we have to prepare them for the

outside world, so that they can stand up to it.  As

human beings we are not islands, we meet people from

different cultures everyday and we need each other. 

We have to reach out to others and try to meet one

another half way.  The world is becoming more

integrated, and in which other way can we make a

success of it?  We should teach our students, in order

to make them better people, and for them to understand

the actions and reactions of people all over the

world.  We all cannot be the same, but we can learn

from one another.  Variety is the spice of life.

 4.  Do you see this happening in your "world"

 (Namibia)?  If so, how? 

Response:  No, not to the extent that is should be.

I think being such a young independent country, some

issues are still sensitive to talk about.  We are

still in the process of making a big deal out of it. 

However, there are some schools that make a good job

out of it.  We  have a lot of cultural events at the

school I am teaching at in Windhoek.  We grab every

possible opportunity to make use of it.  But still it

is a shame that many teachers just teach to the book.

 5.  Can you recommend anyone else that I should

 contact?

 Not really

Reflection:  I value Imelda’s perspective because she is not only a fellow classmate of mine but she has also been a teacher in Namibia for a couple of years now.  The school where she teaches is not an “international” school but it has a few students who didn’t grow up in Namibia.  She speaks highly of her school and it’s important to consider what other schools outside of the U.S. do to promote global education, as it were. 

Her suggestions for implementation are very similar to things responses I have received from other folks. I love that her last suggestion was something that came from the students.  Student generated research that is reported to the class is valuable, especially if the teacher can back up or dispute the information.  If the students are reporting out and the teacher is just nodding but not really and truly knowledgeable about the topic/ country/ culture/ issue, that’s pointless.

Arrogance and ignorance as responses to #2 are also commonplace.  I find this interesting because here’s a Namibian coming up with the same answers as most of the Americans that I spoke with!  I think there’s a lot of value in learning about your own town, state and country but I also see no reason to stop.  There’s just as much value in continuing this trend and to keep going all the way to the moon.

“No man is an island” and “variety is the spice of life”.  Yes and Yes.  These are clichés that ring true with this subject.  Imelda also talked about the interconnectedness of everything, the way that we have to take this interconnectedness seriously so that we can move forward and become part of the whole.  

Lastly, Imelda mentioned that a lot of teachers just teach to the book.  This is something that we all know but we don’t have much control over this situation.  What if our books included a more global perspective?  DO some books?  Which books do this and how can we encourage this among the bookmakers?

Great perspective, interesting point of view.  

