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1. How can educators help students broaden their perspectives and cultural awareness in order to prepare them for global citizenship? 

It happens best through visuals and discussions.  Film, speakers, items different from the norm.  Slides are a great tool; intuitive questions often come from slides.  Teachers can expound when the student asks “why?” they need to take advantage of teachable moments, it helps with purpose, they should talk about current events, teach from different perspectives, theories.  We teach history incorrectly because of this line- we have “strands” instead of teaching from different groupings such as economic growth, war and rebellion- strands of cause and effect, the bigger picture.   I also see the fact that we don’t include foreign language from the very beginning as a big problem, it needs to start in grade one, the way other countries do.  We are too egotistical to make this move.  We finally made it obligatory in ’93 for the CIM but it has gone nowhere.  I think it should be taught by a specialist, bilingual education in sixth grade would be a huge step in the right direction.  

2. What are the roadblocks to reaching these goals?  

Lack of priority because average Americans don’t see the need for global education.  We are so egotistical, out attitude is why should we learn about all of the other countries?  Even now, after Sept. 11th, people don’t pay a whole lot of attention, the media over blows trivial things and then it turns people off.  They make bad choices and it has a negative effect on people’s impression of the media.  

3. Do schools (public/American) have a responsibility to promote global citizenship and/or to prepare students for global citizenship? Why or why not? 

Personal- Absolutely!  We don’t do a good job of talking about and learning about every culture.  They think all kids are like them.  Professionally- we should have an influence on public priorities but we need to listen to the public’s priorities and right now it’s reading, writing, arithmetic.  We should try to influence that as well.  

4. Do you see this happening in your "world"? If so, how? 

At Judson, 7th grade World Geography classes do a pretty good job.  8th grade American History content has its head in the sand, the 6th grade social studies curriculum is a waste of time- it’s ancient history.  I think the students would benefit more from Oregon History or history of the Northwest.  Student lack appreciation because of the homogeny, that hurts us.  The community we’re in insulates us.  But we do the best job of anybody around here.

5. Can you recommend anyone else that I should contact? 
Rob Carter- the 7th grade curriculum guide.  

Debbie- the Assistant Principal

Reflection:  I really look up to Jeanette.  She has an incredible attitude and she is really open-minded.  She knows what her school’s strengths are and she also knows its shortcomings.  She is well spoken, intelligent and has the respect of the whole school.  I don’t think Judson could ask for a better leader.

I found it interesting that Jeannette mentioned the language aspect of global education.  It is rather strange that Americans don’t learn more languages than English.  Sure a couple years of another language are required in high schools in most states but a lot of other countries have children learning another language from the primary grades.  Out of all of the people that I have interviewed, she was the first person to come up with this point.  I think it’s great insight, despite the cost and the nuts and bolts of it; you have to have big ideas to produce any kind of product.  

I also really appreciated Jeanette’s honesty.  She’s a principal but she’s was not so preoccupied with that status that she spoke on behalf of the district or gave PC answers because she felt she had to.  She spoke from her heart and really and truly has concerns about different subjects.  She is extremely well informed about curriculum and is very open about what she would like to see changed.

Jeannette spoke about the fact that the homogeny of the school presents a challenge when it comes to global education because other schools can actually incorporate student into their lessons to open some kids’ eyes to other perspectives. The percentage of minorities at Judson is really small and to single people out can get very complicated and a lot of teachers are not interested in going there.

Roadblocks Jeanette brought up were ego and media.  Again, theses are some answers that I have seen surface throughout the course of my interviews. It looks like I’m talking to people who are advocates, but I’m not clear about how much people actually make the effort to go out there and make an actual push for the global perspective.  I think that the administrators already feel like they make too many demands on teachers in the first place.  

A good interview, she had a lot of good insight, as usual.  

