Contact: Maryann Smith

Position: 7th Grade language arts/social studies “skills” block, Judson Middle School

Date:  12/6/01

Time:  9:30

e-mail: smith_maryann@salkeiz.k12.or.us
Reflection:  I will be working with Maryann next term.  She works with a Skills block, which means it’s the students who aren’t really ready for the “regular” block.  It’s usually that their reading or writing skills are much lower than they should be for the 7th grade.  They pretty much go at their own pace in the class so she tries to pull them together but it’s more like individual learning plans than group learning.  The levels are just sooooo different from one another. 

She calls middle schoolers the “right now” kids; they have to be in the moment.  So, because of her realization of that concept, she tries in whatever way she can to pull these kids in.  Whether it’s through games or parallel current events, something to try and reach them in their space so that they will try to reach outside their perspective.

She spoke about the fact that a lot of these kids don’t have any experiences outside of school and Salem so those students are the biggest challenges.  They haven’t been exposed to very much so how can you get them to care about something that they don’t know the first thing about???  They also have heavy burdens, a lot of them have rough home lives and they are so preoccupied by these things that they simply cannot think outside of their boxes.  

Mrs. Smith looks to the ease of international travel, the immense news coverage (although it’s overwhelming, it’s quite comprehensive), and technology.  She sees all of these things as tools that we can use as teachers and a way for even the most sheltered kid to be exposed to the bigger picture.  The interconnectedness of things was illustrated well to her when there was a volcanic eruption in say South America and the dust traveled all the way to the U.S.  

Mrs. Smith sees global ed. happening in classrooms where teachers are well informed and G.E. is almost a part of who that person is.  If not, it’s not being included in the classroom.  It’s more from the people than the curriculum- GREAT POINT!  

Maryann is a global thinker, therefore her students benefit.  This is not true throughout Judson and I can attest to that one!!

A great interview, she had a lot to say. 

