Contact:  Meredith Giordano

Position:  PHD candidate at OSU (Geosciences), Assistant Professor at OSU for Geography of the Western World including Europe, Russia and the Americas.

Date:  December 6, 2001

Time: 1:30

Contact Information: giordanom@geo.orst.edu

Reflection:

Meredith has lived and worked around the world. She has a genuinely international perspective as her “homes” have been in the U.S., Cambodia, Botswana and Zimbabwe.  Now she is earning her PHD at Oregon State University and this is her second year teaching the above Geography course.  

She has so many great ideas regarding practical ways to implement global education.  She mentioned music, slides, photos, films, and guest speakers.  She really tries to reach out to every kind of learner and I just know this has got to be an effective tool.  She also incorporates current events in her lectures to try and show the “bigger” picture.  She had a lot of practical suggestions for the younger grades such as games, activities, classmates who’d be willing to share.

She will be teaching a much smaller class next term that will again have an international scope.  She plans to use a lot of current events to spark in-depth discussions and she hopes that people will discover and appreciate different opinions/perspectives. 

Roadblock:  The “Why should I care” attitude.  She tries to get articles out of papers that are somewhat applicable to the student’s lives.  She likes to even take articles from the “Barometer” the local OSU newspaper to try and tap into something that the student’s may have read.

Meredith talked about the misunderstandings that have surfaced since September 11th- what about all of the misconceptions that exist that haven’t surfaced?  What do you do about those?  She would also like to see a better understanding of US foreign policy.   How do we go about doing that?  How can we get the media to focus on things that matter?  How can we get things that matter to sell- they aren’t “sexy” enough for the media- aaaaah!  It’s such a vicious cycle.

I was glad to learn the Meredith feels like OSU is trying to incorporate global ed. in some classes.  She feels like the geosciences department is a big part of that component and it’s practically a required course for students.  It’s good to know that the teacher is someone who not only knows about a lot of countries and cultures but she has also immersed herself in some of them for a firsthand experience that she can share with others.

