Global Education- Amy Gemmer Smith

Leadership II Presentation

I.  Introduction: In the 2001 article “The closing of the American Mind” by Allan Goodman, he shares with us that 75% of those recently polled by the Gallup organization couldn’t locate the Persian Gulf, 50% failed to locate South Africa and 25% couldn’t identify the Pacific Ocean.  

In the same article, we also learn that less than 1% of all students enrolled in college study abroad and only 17% of all Americans have a passport.  

What is a message that we can take from these statistics? I think it’s safe to say that we are an insular society and we aren’t overly concerned with the global world that we are a part of. 

Should we be concerned with the global world?  Let’s take the metaphor of a spider web to illustrate the point of today’s global challenges and problems and to answer this important question.  Touch that spider web ANYWHERE, even lightly, and it vibrates everywhere.

II. Global Issues: Many international issues come to mind such as global warming, pollution, world hunger, resource shortages, overpopulation, emigration, poverty, international conflicts and disease to name a few.  Therefore, we can’t ignore the big picture, we’ve got to start thinking of our world as the interconnected, interdependent world that we are and we need to start this kind of thinking in the most basic and fundamental place of all, in our schools. 

III.  Leadership Question:
“How can educators help students broaden their perspectives and cultural awareness in order to prepare them for global citizenship?” The answer is what is called global education.

IV. Definitions of Global Education: Toni Kirkwood says that Global Education is “an education that brings the world into the classroom, where teachers teach from a world-centric rather than an ethno-specific or nation-state perspective.” Barbara Tye and Kenneth Tye offer a couple of different working definitions, “the study of problems and issues that cut across national boundaries, and the interconnectedness of the systems involved- economic, environmental, cultural, political and technological.” And “the cultivation of cross-cultural understanding, which includes development of the skill of perspective taking . . . global perspectives are important at every grade level, in every curricular subject area and for all children and adults.”  Case said “global educators focus as much on cultural universals, those things all humans have in common, as they do on cultural differences.”

V. Why Global Education?  

· with increasingly diverse student populations, we need to create relevance for each and every students

· understand other cultures through lit., econ., and politics . . . 

· expose students to different professions they may have not considered before

· addressing global issues in class will help students learn life skills such as problem solving, decision making and critical thinking

· awareness of the need for interdependence

· advocate inquisitiveness with the world around them

· teach skepticism with the media

· participating in an interdependent yet conflict prone world

· making informed decisions when we vote- how politicians view particular global issues 

· invigorating the curriculum for both students and teachers 

I believe that schools should help people first and foremost learn to think and global education guides people in this direction in an extremely creative and interesting way.  A west African proverb sums things up nicely. “If a child has not visited other villages, she will think only her mother’s cooking is sweet.” (Wilson, 2001)

VI. Personal Motivation: One reason that I’m so passionate about this topic is because I have lived abroad for a couple of years.  I lived in a country in Africa called Malawi.  I have seen, first hand, the realities of third world poverty, what can happen when you use up most of your natural resources, rampant corruption and deaths every other day because of HIV/Aids, malaria and infant mortality.  I was also able to learn about Malawian folklore and tradition, I met people who had nothing and yet welcomed me with treasures from their garden or sent me off with homemade gifts and tears. I realize the value of good roads, a decent unemployment rate and social service agencies.  The only reason I was able to learn these valuable and life-changing lessons was because I lived and worked in a country outside of the United States.  I know that this experience was something that everyone could learn from and yet I also realize that not everyone wants to have an experience such as this.  Therefore, why not try to bring some of these realities into the classrooms, enhance what already exists?

VII. Teacher’s Tool belt: Global education can be set up a number of different ways. It can be integrated into already existing classes or it can be set up as different classes altogether.

You as current and future teachers can: 

· Start with basic concepts such as people are people, differences should be celebrated

· young kids need to understand their own culture first and foremost, from there they can start to understand other cultures

· incorporate guest speakers such as parents, grandparents and friends- people who have lived, worked and traveled abroad     

· set aside time each day to discuss current events

· integrate international music into applicable subjects and units

· use political cartoons to start discussions, debates, and journals

· use pictures, films

· compare U.S newspaper articles to similar articles from other countries

· explore literature, art, poetry, drama

· link up with a Coverdale World Wise School Peace Corps Volunteer

· field trips- both locally and abroad

· have students attempt to solve real environmental issues

· student research projects

· games, activities- for play and sport

· take advantage of teachable moments- September 11th, 60th Ann. of Pearl Harbor

· technology- pen pals, lesson plans, assignments

· learn about other schools that are already applying global education- such as 21st Century Community Schoolhouse.

VIII. 21st Century Community Schoolhouse: An incredible application of this process is called the 21st Century Community Schoolhouse.  In the school’s mission statement it states that they are an “alternative public charter school shall provide students with multiple opportunities to gain knowledge, apply skills and demonstrate citizen responsibility in order to be positive, knowledgeable and productive members of their local and global communities.” This means that they are a public school that is hooked up to almost as many computers as there are students and the teachers actually link up with other 21st century schoolhouse schools across the globe to lesson plan and give assignments where students have to work on projects with their international classmates to come up with a final product.  They also attend a summit every other summer that includes representatives from as many of the 21st century schoolhouse schools as can raise enough money to get to the summit.  There, they examine different environmental problems and try to come up with solutions to these environmental problems within their international sub-groups.  Participating schools return to their respective countries and the idea is that they present their findings to their local legislators as legislation.  Last summer seven 21st CCS’s participated from across the globe. The only 21st CCS in the U.S. is in Salem, Oregon!

IX. Different Approaches to Implementation: This is an incredibly innovative program that is a fantastic model to look into.  This of course is global education on one end of the spectrum.  Teachers can also infuse the global perspective on a teacher by teacher basis, or try to get support from a broad base of teachers and administrators and try to add classes such as Global Studies in Literature, Global Ecology, World History Global Studies- or go the extreme that 21st Century Community Schoolhouse has done and include global education as part of your school’s founding mission statement and therefore weave it throughout the curriculum and foundation of the school.

X. Social Change: Tye and Tye in their book, Global Education, A Study of Social Change, see global education as a social movement.  They define a social movement as a “program or set of actions by a significant number of people directed toward some social change.” (Gusfield, 1970)  It is impossible for me to gauge the American educational system to conjecture whether or not I think that American schools are poised to make such a unique and some may some may say risky move towards global education.  My hope is that during this time of international tumult, because of the heightened interest of current events, educators will take advantage of this opportunity to infuse global education in the curriculum, we shouldn’t put it off any longer.    

 XI. Conclusion: “Education is a social process . . . Education is growth . . . Education is, not a preparation for life; education is life itself.” -JOHN DEWEY

