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Amy, a few brief thoughts on your questions.  

Note that my comments are not official department views or policies.

1.  How can educators help students broaden their

perspectives and cultural awareness in order to

prepare them for global citizenship?

Example is not the best teacher, it's the only teacher.  Engage kids in

meaningful and authentic experience that demonstrates the value of

diversity, not only tolerance.

2.  What are the roadblocks to reaching these goals?

The point of view that time and over-crowded curriculum "prevent" us 

from doing what we know is needed.  Using the current system for not doing what we know we should do, may suggest institutional racism.

3.  Do schools (public/American) have a responsibility

to promote global citizenship and/or to prepare

students for global citizenship?  Why or why not?

Absolutely.  Our democracy depends on our capacity to see our place in 

the world as a leader and as an active participant in developing and 

sustaining world peace.

4.  Do you see this happening in your "world" (ODE)? 

If so, how?

Not to the degree that I would like.  

5.  Can you recommend anyone else that I should

contact?

Not at this time.

Reflection:  This short interview had some true gems in it.  I think it’s valuable that a person who holds the title of Director of Policy and Research at ODE took the time to be interviewed.  It shows that his words have meaning because he chooses to live by them.  

I love the gem that example is the ONLY teacher.  The teacher has got to step up to the plate and take on the responsibility of helping students open their minds to some of the bigger picture issues that are out there.  It’s a matter of finding those teachable moments and running with them.  This fits into the “authentic” experiences Rob mentioned.  This was something that I mentioned in my literature review.  If the students find that something is authentic, it will have much more meaning for them.  Therefore, they might not only put more effort into it, they might also remember it and make that issue or that open-minded way of approaching things more a part of their life, not just a school “thang”.  

 Rob’s answer to #2, about roadblocks is something that I hear mention of all the time.  Why is it that teachers constantly run out of time to do what’s expected of them?  Why is there so much discussion of how overwhelmed teachers are by their situations?  I think that there’s a mentality among teachers that it’s okay to be overwhelmed by your situation and it’s okay to use that as an excuse for why you don’t “get” to other topics/viewpoints that you would have if you weren’t so overwhelmed.  Rob suggests institutional racism here and I can see his point.  If we’re spending too much energy stressing out and we aren’t taking advantage of incorporating a bigger perspective throughout our curriculum, than we are encouraging students to be as egocentric and as ethnocentric as they can be.   Schools have a responsibility to open and challenge minds and if they don’t that’s a crime. 

“Our democracy depends on our capacity to see our place in 

the world as a leader and as an active participant in developing and 

sustaining world peace.”- So few words but so much power!  Yes, yes, and yes!  I agree with Rob completely.  If we are not impressing upon our young people that our world must act as a team to survive from generation to generation, then once again, we are doing our students a disservice.  We are interconnected and because we are a world leader, we need to be responsible about that charge and be there for other countries when they need us.  Obviously, our children are the ones that are going to be making the decisions before too long so they must be exposed to the interconnectedness and the reason for our responsibility.  Their broad-based exposure would help them be more responsible global citizens, now doubt about it. 

