Contact:  Ryan Kinnett

Position:  MAT student, Last year: Instructional Assistant at 21st Century Schoolhouse

Date: December 11th

Time:  12:30

E-mail: ryankinnett@hotmail.com
1.  What’s the deal with 21st Century Community Schoolhouse?  How is the focus connected to the international scene?

Reply:  21st Century Community Schoolhouse (21st CCS) collaborates with other centers across the globe.  There was a summit last summer.  21st CCS strives for an overall understanding; they have these revelations through their interaction with students from other cultures.  People, in general, take OUR culture and standard of living for granted; this opportunity helps students realize the advantages that we have.  

2.What is the “summit”?

Reply:  Every other year, schools research a common environmental problem.  All centers present their research and break up into multinational committees to take a closer look at problem and then try to find solutions.  After they have had time to research at the summit and to come up with some “solutions” each group presents their solutions to the group at large.  Each school took information back to their local government and presented it as legislation- (HELLO!!-ed.)  Seven 21st CCS’s participated from across the globe. 

3.  How is the international component connected and applied in the classroom (aside from the summit class that they have every other year)?

Reply:  They haven’t yet integrated the international piece into all of the classes.  It’s about People Power.  The idea is that there is some international component in each class- two teachers from two 21st CCS may plan a class together and then the students in each of the classes would have assignments that they would have to do over the Internet with their international “classmate”.    They do have an on-line magazine that’s international with the students contributing, creating, editing, etc.  

4.  How many 21st CCS’s are there in the United States of America?

Reply:  There is only ONE!  Other schools can model themselves after this school but b/c other countries only have one and at the summits we have a balance of representation at this point in time, they don’t want to mess that up!

5.  Who can attend the 21st CCS?

Reply:  Because 70% of the funding comes from the Salem-Keizer school district, they have to enroll students who are living in the SK school district.  Students get on a waiting list and they have a lottery system to choose the next student to fill an open spot.  Some students from other states have called to try and attend the school (from say Georgia) and the response is A.  You have to move to the SK school district and B. There are no guarantees b/c you would simply be put on the waiting list and drawn from a lottery system.  

6.  Other classroom Implementations:

Reply: There’s almost a one to one ratio between computers and students, and all of the computers are hooked up to the Internet.  The student’s have global chats through the international chat server.  The magazine keeps students connected, teachers correspond with each other re: assignments, students and teacher exchanges, current events are incorporated across the board, they also have thematic curriculum with team teachers.  They want to become a bilingual school, dual-languages is a goal.  

* The school has support from Nelson Mandela, Bruce Babbitt, Al Gore- big whigs!!

*The schools definitely come and go, depending on the funding and the stability of the government.  Germany is currently in the works.

*great website- check it out: www.communityschoolhouse.org
Reflection:  Okay, who knew this goldmine would be three blocks away from Willamette University?  The only reason that I was able to benefit from Ryan’s experience was because Roz and Cheryl had this great idea to put our topics up on the board if we wanted any help finding contacts.  Ryan is in the other Leadership class and he was able to figure out that I put global ed. up on the board.  He’s doing global learning, which is essentially the same thing except that I think his focus is primarily technology. I think that should be a huge component but the 21st Century Community Schoolhouse is so far ahead of the game, it’s difficult to even look at it as a public school.  Therefore, I think that we need to branch this core idea that 21st Century Community Schoolhouse has to the more common public school.  

I love the idea of teachers planning their lessons together and then giving homework assignments to students to do together.  Of course the first thing that pops into my mind is the time difference and the excuses that would be bound to crop up.  That’s the pessimist in me so I’ll just imagine the possibilities for a minute.  The natural current event component is a must and such a natural starting point.  I didn’t ask about text books, if they have them or if they use them but I know that they would have to research a lot of these other countries to see what common subjects would exist in the first place.  I mean imagine history courses in America.  Is there any way that another school in another country would cover even an ounce of what our textbooks cover.  Maybe they don’t use them.  When I was teaching in Malawi, the history was mainly focused on Africa and the students seemed well versed in it.  Has a student in America ever studied African history?  Okay, they could read the same lit book and share their different views and interpretations of different events, etc.  that would be a good starting point.  So it doesn’t apply to all subjects, I think it could, it would just be a huge undertaking.  You have to have partnerships, the way this school does.  They simply plug into one of the partners of CCS and they are automatically plugged into a number of teachers who have bought into the same philosophy.  They have similar goals so it’s natural for them to be able to teach together, the concept doesn’t seem overwhelming.  

It sounds like there are a few people at the school who are major advocates of this piece and both of them are gone at this point in time.  Ryan mentioned that therefore, the int’l component to the classes has gone down a little bit.  It’s also an off year for the Summit so that is another reason that causes the int’l component to not be as prevalent.  

I’m still in shock that there is only one 21st CCS and that it’s in Salem- Go OR!  

