Contact: Mandy Tumulty 

Program Analyst for Educational Programming and Training Peace Corps, World Wise Schools 

Date: December 21, 2001

Time:  9:30 a.m.

E-mail: mtumulty@peacecorps.gov
Phone: (202) 692-1466 

1. How can educators help students broaden their perspectives and cultural awareness in order to prepare them for global citizenship? 

Peace Corps’ Coverdell World Wise Schools (CWWS) is a unique global education program that seeks to engage U.S. students in an inquiry about the world, themselves, and others in order to: broaden perspectives, promote cultural awareness, appreciate global connections, and encourage service. 


CWWS assists U.S. educators and students to address these goals by sharing Peace Corps’ expertise in culture, geography, and service in the form of a broad range of high quality, standards-based educational resources (See attached resource list). But, it is the Peace Corps Volunteer experience that is so highly esteemed by educators. Peace Corps Volunteers bring global citizenship to life for students, while simultaneously serving as role models of global citizenship and service for students. 


2. What are the roadblocks to reaching these goals? 

CWWS most often hears educators complain about time constraints (in the school day) and the need for more high-quality materials that specifically meet their state-standards. 


3. Do schools (public/American) have a responsibility to promote global citizenship and/or to prepare students for global citizenship? Why or why not? 

CWWS believes knowledge of the history of the United States of America is no longer enough; the next generation of citizens must understand the context of United States of America and its relationship with the world. Cross-cultural awareness, once considered a laudable if non-essential skill, has become a key to our survival that should be incorporated into all learning. 


4. Do you see this happening in your "world" (CWWS)? If so, how? 

CWWS has been promoting global citizenship since its founding in 1989 (please refer to the previous responses and the CWWS Web site at: www.peacecorps.gov/wws). 


5.    Can you recommend anyone else that I should contact? 

You may want to contact Anne Baker, Director of Global Education and Programs for the NPCA. You can reach her at: globaled@rpcv.org. 


The National Peace Corps Association (NPCA)
The National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) is the non-profit organization of returned Peace Corps, former staff and friends. We are not the Peace Corps, the federal agency that sends volunteers to live and work in developing countries. We have done that, and now commit ourselves to serve the world we discovered.
Reflection:  It took me a long time to get a hold of someone from Coverdale World Wise Schools.  I was determined to do this because their organization is the epitome of global education, as far as I’m concerned.  It doesn’t cost anything to be part of the organization, it is simply win, win.  The teacher is able to connect with a volunteer and work with this volunteer in any capacity, in order to help the students learn the objective at hand.  CWWS also provides lesson plans and even units to help teachers and students work towards objectives and they are trying to tie them into state standards, at the teachers’ request.   

Their mission is in line with my main leadership question, they are an organization that helps open student’s minds to the bigger picture in a critical and productive way.  

I hope to work with WWS throughout my student teaching, I am in the process of finding a Peace Corps Volunteer who will work with me for the duration of my student teaching.  I hope that it will be a PCV from Africa as my Social Studies class is starting with Africa and then moving to Asia.  If I don’t get a volunteer in time for Africa, I will still incorporate them into the curriculum somehow.  

